
AVOIDING THE NEEDLE IN THE 
HAYSTACK

IDENTIFYING COMMUNITIES NEEDING ASSISTANCE 

WITH THE “LIST OF DISTRESSED OR UNDERSERVED 

NONMETROPOLITAN MIDDLE-INCOME 

GEOGRAPHIES”



PURPOSE OF THE LIST

• To identify communities (including rural) eligible to apply for assistance from 

the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA).

• FDIC Press Release (6/25/2018):  “The designations continue to reflect local 

economic conditions, including unemployment, poverty, and population 

changes. ”

• Purpose of CRA:  To “encourage depository institutions to help meet the credit 

needs of the communities in which they operate.”



AGENCIES PUBLISHING THE REPORT

•The Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve

•The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

•The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency



GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION OF DATA

• State/Territory

• County

• Census Tract

NOTE:  Census tracts not meeting the CRA criteria, which include 

metropolitan and urban areas, are not included in the list/report.



BENEFITS OF THE LIST

• Identify at-risk communities by Census Tract

• Use supplemental sources to analyze a specific community:

• American Factfinder

• Health data (not available on the Census Tract level)

• County Business Patterns



HOMEPAGE FOR REPORT:
LINK TO CURRENT FILE AND ARCHIVES

•https://www.ffiec.gov/cra/distressed.htm

https://www.ffiec.gov/cra/distressed.htm


SCREEN-SHOT OF ENTIRE HOMEPAGE



HOMEPAGE LINKS AND FILES (TOP HALF OF PAGE)



HOMEPAGE LINKS AND FILES (LOWER HALF OF 
PAGE)



HOMEPAGE LINKS AND FILES (UPPER LEFT-HAND 
SIDE OF PAGE)



HOMEPAGE LINKS AND FILES (TOP HALF OF PAGE)



FRONT PAGE OF THE 2018 LIST



SAMPLE SEARCH:  FINDING A CENSUS TRACT IN TX



OTHER EXAMPLES:  U.S. TERRITORIES



OTHER EXAMPLES:  U.S. TERRITORIES



HOMEPAGE LINKS AND FILES (UPPER LEFT-HAND 
SIDE OF PAGE)



GEOCODING SYSTEM:  USER SELECT TRACT



GEOCODING:  USER SELECT TRACT



GEOCODING:  USER TRACT DATA



COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT: BACKGROUND

•https://www.ffiec.gov/cra/default.htm

https://www.ffiec.gov/cra/default.htm


QUESTIONS?

• Edward Kownslar

• Email:  edwardkownslar@gmail.com

mailto:edwardkownslar@gmail.com

