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Coronavirus Policies

• Public health emergency declared 
by installation commander March 
23,2020-extended to May 6, 2021.

• Cadets, faculty, and staff are on-
campus and responsible for 
maintaining safety.

• Ca. 750 cadets, faculty, and staff 
randomly tested each week. Has 
proven effective in controlling virus 
spread.  Pfizer vaccine is being 
used.

• 4,400 cadets use hybrid learning. 
Outdoor classes, larger rooms, and 
using smaller groups for labs and 
coursework is occurring.

• Gatherings limited to 50 people, 
masks and physical distancing 
required.

• Planetarium and athletic events 
closed to outside visitors.



Background Information-Located at Colorado 
Springs, CO



Cadets Post-Graduation Commitment-
Eligibility Requirements
• Commissioned as 2nd

Lieutenants in Air Force upon 
graduation.

• All graduates serve at least five 
years on active duty and three 
years on inactive duty in the Air 
Force.

• Graduates completing pilot 
training have longer service 
commitment which is  currently 
ten years.

• Must be nominated by 
congressional Representatives, 
Senators, and Vice-President.  
Maximum of five nominees for 
each member of Congress.

• Academy education currently 
valued at $416,000 and paid for 
by taxpayers.



Selected USAFA Demographics

• 11% acceptance rate!
• 64.2% White
• 10.8% Hispanic
• 7.43% two or more races
• 6.55% Black/African American
• 0.511% Native Hawaiian/Pacific 

Islander
• 0.256% American Indian/Alaskan 

Native

• Bachelors Degrees:  2019
• General Business 

Administration/Management 228
• Behavioral Sciences 82
• Aerospace, Aeronautical, & 

Astronautical Engineering 72
• Full Time Enrollment 100%
• Retention Rate 94%
• Source: Database/IO-

Deloitte/Datawheel

https://purlreports.usgpo.3roundstones.net/https://purlreports.usgpo.3roundstones.net/



U.S. Air Force Academy Leadership



USAFA History 

• Process of establishing Academy 
began after 1947 establishment of 
U.S. Air Force as separate military 
branch.

• 580 proposed sites in 45 states 
considered including Alton, IL; Lake 
Geneva, WI; and Colorado Springs, 
CO.

• 1954 Congress authorizes Academy 
establishment with Colorado 
Springs as location.

• July 11, 1955-construction begins. 
First class of 306 men sworn in at 
temporary site of Denver’s Lowry 
Air Force Base.

• Academy ready for occupancy in 
1958.

• As early as 1965, an undergraduate 
astronautical engineering major is 
offered.

• Public Law 94-106 (1975) signed by 
President Ford admits women to 
service academies.  157 women 
join cadet wing June 28, 1976.



Sample USAFA Buildings



Air Force Academy Chapel, Classroom 
Buildings, and Cadets in Formation 



Barry Goldwater Visitor Center 



Cadet Battle Lab-Replicates global conflict 
scenarios for cadets to analyze, examine, and 
respond to. 



Cadet Chapel 



Cyber City-Enables cadets to see how cyber 
attacks on cities impact critical infrastructures



Planetarium 



Vandenburg Hall Dormitory 



McDermott Library-Depository 0067-A SuDoc
D 305’s 



Prominent U.S. Air Force Academy Graduates

• Lance Siljan-1965-Only USAFA 
Congressional Medal of Honor 
Recipient-Shot down over North 
Vietnam-refused to divulge U.S. 
military secrets to captors.

• Heather Wilson-1982-U.S. 
Secretary of Air Force 2017-2019-
Pictured on right.

• Jaspreet Singh-2018-Rhodes 
Scholar

• Eric Boe-1987-NASA Astronaut-39 
total astronauts

• 6 Air Force Chiefs of Staff.



Core Curriculum-Institutional Outcomes 





























Space Operations 





USAFA Research











































Author is a current USAFA cadet-Class of 2021





Published in Other the Horizons journal-
Author is USAFA Class of 2021



Faculty Publication (Matisek is a USAFA 
faculty member) Defence Studies 2021















Icarus:  A Cadet Journal of the Arts (published 
since 1965)









Meredith Hickman-Toby-Acrylic on Matboard



Falconry Programs





McDermott Library Resources



























Athletics-Participates in 27 different men’s 
and women’s sports at NCAA Division 1 Level 



Member of Mountain West Conference



2019 Football Team Record 11-2

• Beat Colorado Boulder

• Beat Washington State in Cheeze-It 
Bowl

• Played in 27 bowl games-Record is 
13-13-1

• 1985 team was 12-1; finished 5th in 
UPI Final Poll.

• USAFA teams compete with other 
service academies for Commander-
in-Chief’s Trophy

• San Antonio Spurs basketball coach 
Gregg Popovich is a 1970 USAFA 
graduate.



Benefits of U.S. Air Force Academy 
Information Resources
• Learning about academy’s 

historical evolution and current 
developments.

• Learning about academy 
instructional and research 
activities.

• Learning about prominent 
individuals in academy history.

• Learning about aeronautical and 
astronautical developments.

• Learning about academy 
collections dealing with 
aeronautical and astronautical
history.

• Gaining understanding of how 
current cadets view emerging 
operational subjects affecting the 
Air Force and Space Force.

• Gaining appreciation for the 
responsibilities cadets will have in 
the U.S. Air Force and in future 
civilian activities.



Questions?


