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Keep in Mind that

Each Industry Will…
• be different

• have their own history 

that illuminates how 

they do business today

• have their own data 

needs

• present/publish 

statistics that they need 

and how they need 

them

• have their own body of 

trade literature and 

information sources

• won’t necessarily make 

information open and 

available

Government

Sources

Trade 

Literature

Know the 

Companies

Subscription 

Databases

Industry &

Association 

Data
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Industry Codes

Dun’s Reference Book July 1919 vol 205
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Industry codes.

❖ North American Industrial Classification (NAICS)

❖ Standard Industrial Classification Codes (SIC Codes)

❖ Harmonized System (HS)
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Industry codes: NAICS.
Sector Description

11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting

21 Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction

22 Utilities

23 Construction

31-33 Manufacturing

42 Wholesale Trade

44-45 Retail Trade

48-49 Transportation and Warehousing

51 Information

52 Finance and Insurance

53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing

54 Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services

55 Management of Companies and Enterprises

56 Administrative and Support and Waste Management 

and Remediation Services

61 Educational Services

62 Health Care and Social Assistance

71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation

72 Accommodation and Food Services

81 Other Services (except Public Administration)

92 Public Administration
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Using NAICS codes.
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Using NAICS codes.
https://data.census.gov/
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Using NAICS codes.
https://data.census.gov/
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Using NAICS codes.
https://cbb.census.gov/sbe/#

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/census-bureau
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Using NAICS codes.
Economic Census This census is done every five years and data is by industry and 

geography. In addition to displaying data by industry codes, the 

Economic Census also shows data by Product Codes that can be even 

more specific. It includes the surveys below.

Annual Survey of 

Manufactures 

(ASM)

Sample estimates of statistics for all manufacturing establishments 

(NAICS sector 31-33) with one or more paid employees and is 

conducted annually, except for years ending in 2 and 7. 

Annual Retail 

Trade Survey 

(ARTS)

National estimates of total annual sales, e-commerce sales, sales taxes, 

end-of-year inventories, purchases, total operating expenses, 

inventories held outside the US, gross margins, and end-of-year 

accounts receivable for retail businesses located in the US .

Annual Wholesale 

Trade Survey 

(AWTS)

Merchant wholesale companies provide estimates on sales, e-

commerce, end-of-year inventories, inventories held outside the U.S., 

purchases, and total operating expenses. 

Service Annual 

Survey (SAS)

Data from companies whose primary business or operation is to provide 

services to individuals, businesses, and governments including most 

personal, business, automotive, amusement and recreation, social 

welfare, health care, and other professional services. 

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/census-bureau
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Industry codes: SIC.

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/classification-sic

DivisionIndustries/Sectors

Division A Agriculture, Forestry, And Fishing

Division B Mining

Division C Construction

Division D Manufacturing

Division E Transportation, Communications, Electric, Gas, And Sanitary Services

Division F Wholesale Trade

Division G Retail Trade

Division H Finance, Insurance, And Real Estate

Division I Services

Division J Public Administration
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Industry codes: SIC.

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/classification-sic



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND BUSINESS DIVISON 14

Industry codes: Trade.

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/classification-international

International 

Standard of 

Industrial 

Classification (ISIC)

Developed by the UN as a 

standard way of classifying 

economic activities. This 

groups together enterprises 

if they produce the same 

type of goods or service or 

if they use similar 

processes. Examples:

A. Agriculture, forestry and 

fishing

B. Mining and quarrying

C. Manufacturing

Standard 

International Trade 

Classification 

(SITC) 

This system is used in the 

compilation and 

comparison of trade 

statistics. The commodity 

groupings reflect (a) the 

materials used, (b) the 

processing stage, (c) 

market practices and, (d) 

the importance of the 

commodities in terms of 

world trade, and (e) 

technological changes. 

Harmonized systems (HS)

This is an international system for 

the classification of traded goods 

on a common basis for customs 

purposes. 

Official Harmonized Tariff 

Schedule:  

HTS comprises a hierarchical 

structure for describing all 

goods in trade for duty, quota, 

and statistical purposes. 

Structure is based upon the 

international Harmonized 

Commodity Description and 

Coding System (HS), 

administered by the World 

Customs Organization.

https://hts.usitc.gov/current

https://hts.usitc.gov/current
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Industry codes: Trade.

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/classification-international
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Using HS codes: US data.
www.census.gov/foreign-trade/index.html

➢ The Advance International Trade in Goods 

Deficit Increased

➢ Imports and Exports by Related Parties

➢ U.S. Exports by Metropolitan Area

➢ Profile of U.S. Importing and Exporting 

Companies, 

➢ Global Market Finder: An interactive tool 

for U.S. exporters
The Census Bureau has created a data 

visualization tool that will help users find detailed 

international trade in goods statistics for specific 

commodity codes, countries of destination, and 

modes of transportation.
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Using HS codes: US data.

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/export-markets.html
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Using HS codes: US data.
http://tse.export.gov/tse/tsehome.aspx
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Look at the Companies

Business Ranking Annual. Gale. 1992
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Look at the Companies.

ACTION ITEM: FIND THE COMPANIES

Knowing an industry is knowing who the players are, 

what companies dominate, etc.

❑ Use trade publications for best ranking/lists that have already 

been developed. 

❑ Search the internet or news sources for Top or Biggest + 

companies + industry to bring up other results or help find 

industry sources

❑ Develop your own list using SIC/NAICS codes in databases 

like Mergent Intellect and Data Axle (formerly ReferenceUSA).

❑ See our guide Doing Company Research for more detail 

https://guides.loc.gov/company-research

https://guides.loc.gov/company-research
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Look at the Companies.

USE

o Mergent Intellect 

(public/private)

o Mergent Online (public)

o Business Source Complete 

(public)

o PrivCo (private)

o Crunchbase (private/start-up)

o General and Industry news

o SEC Filings (public)

o Mergent Intellect 

(US/international)

o EMIS Intelligence (emerging 

markets)

o Uniworld (US/international)

o SEC Filings (US)

USE

Is the company 

American? 

Some database are better for 

US companies than for 

international companies.

Is the company 

private or public?

Sources for private company 

information are limited & 

subscription based and 

searching for information can 

require some creativity.



SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND BUSINESS DIVISON 22

Look at the Companies.

Annual reports of public companies can give insights into their industry.

EDGAR search SEC filings: 10K

Item 1 – includes a description of the company’s business:

• main products and services, 

• what subsidiaries it owns, 

• what markets it operates in

• recent events, 

• competition the company faces, 

• regulations that apply to it, 

• labor issues, 

• special operating costs, 

• seasonal factors
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Look at the Companies.

Annual reports of public companies can give insights into their industry.

EDGAR search SEC filings: 10K

Item 7 – is the Management Discussion and Analysis

• expand on what is in Item 1 

• management compares results from previous years 

• management comments on issues facing the company
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Government Industry Sources

Goodrich factories, 1897. https://www.loc.gov/item/2018696473
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Industry Census Sources.

Annual Capital 

Expenditures Survey 
This survey covers all domestic, 

private, including agricultural non-

farm including nonemployer

businesses. Major exclusions are 

foreign operations of U.S. 

businesses, businesses in U.S. 

territories, government operations, 

agricultural production companies, 

and private households.

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research/census-bureau

County Business 

Patterns
Annual series that 

includes the number of 

establishments, 

employment, first quarter 

payroll, and annual 

payroll. 

Data is useful for studying 

economic activity of small 

areas; analyzing economic 

changes over time.

E-Commerce Statistics 

(E-STATS)
This is the Census data for 

"Measuring the Electronic 

Economy." 

Business Dynamics 

Statistics
Annual measure of business 

dynamics (such as job 

creation and destruction, 

establishment births and 

deaths, and firm startups and 

shutdowns) for the economy 

and aggregated by 

establishment and firm 

characteristics. 

Data also available by sector.

https://www.census.gov/topics/business-economy.html 

https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html
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Other government sources.
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Other government sources.
Bureau of Economic 

Analysis
Produces National Accounts 

data including GDP by Industry.

Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Produces inflation and pricing data: 

Consumer Price Index (CPI); 

Producer Price Index (PPI) 

measures changes in the selling 

prices received by domestic 

producers of goods, services, and 

construction; Import and Export 

Prices; Employment Cost Trends; 

etc.

Energy Information 

Administration
Data includes consumption, price, 

storage reports, capacity 

information, supplier information, 

etc. Mostly cover the US but there is 

international coverage for Electricity, 

Natural Gas, Petroleum & other 

liquids, Coal, Renewables, and 

Nuclear & Uranium.

Department of Agriculture
Good for data related to crop 

production and livestock. So 

you won't find information on 

the market for wheat or corn, 

but will find numbers for the 

production of wheat and corn. 

Federal Communications

Commission
By Bureau. Media oversees 

electronic media, including cable 

television, broadcast television, 

radio. 

Wireless Telecommunications 

oversees domestic wireless 

telecommunications (amateur, 

cellular, paging, broadband 

Personal Communication Services, 

public safety.

FDIC
Financial information on banks

Helpful for finding out bank history
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Financial information on banks

Helpful for finding out bank history
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Databases & Free Sources

https://www.loc.gov/item/2021638534/
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Free.

ThomasNet

https://www.thomasnet.com/

Has profiles on over 500,000 North 

American suppliers and over 6 

million industrial products.

Company Websites

It can tell you products/services, 

clients, officers, locations, 

organization, news items etc. 

This will vary company by 

company. Public companies 

usually have an About Us or 

Investor Relations.

MacRaes Bluebook

https://www.macraesbluebook.com/

Information on over 1,200,000 North 

American industrial companies with 

more than 2 million product listings 

indexed under more than 50,000 

product headings.

Trade Literature & Industry 

Websites

Not everything will be free but often 

articles and other information can still 

be accessible.

https://www.thomasnet.com/
https://www.macraesbluebook.com/
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Databases.

Specialized Resource Products
❑ Business Insights: Global 

❑ Plunkett Research

❑ EMIS Intelligence

❑ First Research  

❑ IHS Jane's Defense & Security Intelligence & Analysis

❑ GlobalData: Oil & Gas 

❑ GlobalData: Power

❑ IBISWorld

❑Mergent Intellect 

❑Mergent Online 

❑ STACKS (at the Library of Congress only)

❑ Statista

❑ UN Comtrade
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Databases.

Specialized Resource Products

What 

you’ll find:

Tips:

• Definition and overview of an industry

• Reports based on census-defined industries/ industry codes

• Country-specific

• Aggregate of financial data

• Establishments, payroll, and other statistics

• Major companies

• Narratives of analysis and trends

• Be aware of the codes or how an industry is defined

• Consider other industries in the supply chain

• Start with a familiar company to see how it is described

• Some companies fit in multiple industries, or an industry is 

so small or so new it doesn’t have a full report

• News coverage might have industry report summaries
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First Research (Mergent) IBIS World MarketLine
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Databases.

News & Trade Literature
❑ ABI Inform

❑ Business Insights: Global External

❑ Business Source Complete

❑ Factiva

❑ Nexis Uni

❑ ProQuest International Newsstream

❑ ProQuest US Newsstream
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Databases.

News & Trade Literature

• Short articles and features citing industry organizations or 

major companies

• Focuses on trends and tie-ins to specific current events

• Company and industry report press releases can contain 

clues and data.

Tips
• Search using industry-specific keywords.

• Search on products, product lines, etc.

• See what sources are used in the articles.

• Search industry report titles and association names.

• Make a note of the author – some journalists cover 

specific industries and publish in a variety of news sources

What 

you’ll find
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Tips & Final Thoughts. 

❑ Each industry is different. What is available, 

what terms they use, how they present data, 

what data they collect, etc.

❑ Any news sources can be used for industry 

research. Search on company name, products, 

associations, industry reports. 

Use the terms the industry uses.

❑ Go to the places that information is likely to be.

Who wants to know about the industry? 

Who is likely to report on the industry?

❑ See what your local public library has. 

They will have news databases and other 

sources.

REMEMBER
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Questions?

https://ask.loc.gov/business

https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research

?

https://ask.loc.gov/business
https://guides.loc.gov/industry-research

