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NPS Motto “Praestanta Per Scientiam” means “Outstanding in Science”
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Located in Monterey, CA







Initially Established October 9, 1909

• On this date Secretary of the Navy George 
von. L. Meyer signed General Order 27 
establishing a School of Marine Engineering at 
Annapolis, MD.

• Navy General Order 223 on October 31, 1912 
renamed the School the Postgraduate 
Department of the Naval Academy. 

• Established additional courses in ordnance, 
gunnery, electrical engineering, radio 
telegraphy, naval construction, and civil 
engineering. Enrollment:  25

• 1945 Congress passes legislation (P.L. 79-250) 
this school a fully accredited degree granting 
graduate institution

• 1947-Congress authorizes purchase (P.L. 80-
302) of Hotel del Monte and 627 acres of 
surrounding land In Monterey, CA for this 
institution.

• Dec. 1951-NPS moves to Monterey, CA with 
500 students, 100 faculty and staff, and 
thousands of pounds of books and research 
equipment.

• 1950’s Hotel del Monte and environs 
redesigned by architectural firm of Skidmore, 
Owings, & Merrill to be a modern 
technologically sophisticated campus.

• 1953 First automated digital computer 
purchased for Math Department



NPS History continued

• 1955 NPS receives provisional accreditation from 
Western Association of Schools & Colleges

• 1956 First female student officers arrive.

• 1959 Office of Naval Research established funded 
research program at NPS sponsoring first research 
projects.

• 1961 Mathematic student A. Martin Wildberg
develops a semi-automatic bibliographic information 
retrieval system in Masters Thesis for Library patrons 
via punch cards, batch processing, & magnetic tapes.

• 1964 Dept. of Aeronautics opens Turbopropulsion
Laboratory

• 1969 Computer Center dedicated

• 1971 NPS connects to Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (ARPANET). Mechanical Engineering Prof. 
Turgut Sarpkaya’s research in fluid dynamics has major 
impact on U.S. submarine operations.

• 1972-Dudley Knox Library opens. Dept. of National 
Security Affairs adds international relations, regional 
politics and security, political economy, and U.S. 
security policy to NPS’ sci-tech oriented curriculum.

• 1987 Center for Autonomous Underwater Vehicle 
Research established.

• 1988-BOSUN online catalog system established in 
Knox Library

• 1994-Center for Civil Military Relations established  to 
educate foreign civilian and military personnel on 
current security subjects.

• 2002-Homeland Security Digital Library established



Current Statistics as of 2020.

• Student Enrollment/Engagement 16,606-
1,480 Resident Degree; 866 Distance Learning 
Degree; 425 Certificate Non-Degree; 13, 295 
Executive Education/Professional 
Development

• Degrees Awarded 1,275; 1,259 Masters and 
16 Doctorate





Current Statistics 2020

















NPS Instruction-Schools & Departments

• Graduate School of Engineering & Applied 
Science-Programs:
Applied Mathematics, Electrical & Computing 
Engineering, Engineering Acoustics, Physics, 
Systems Engineering, Mechanical & Aerospace 
Engineering, Meteorology, Oceanography

• Graduate School of International & Defense 
Studies-Depts. Of National Security Affairs-
Masters and Ph.D. degrees; Center for 
Homeland Security & Defense

• Graduate School of Operational and Information 
Sciences-Programs:  Computer Science, Defense 
Analysis, Information Sciences, Operations 
Research, Cyber Academic Group, Data Science 
& Analytics Group

This Naval Mechanical Engineering Student Guide is 34 pages!



Excerpt from 2012 NPS student research 
guide







Graduate School of International & Defense Studies Curricula







NPS Research Centers-Multiple historical and current centers 
representing multiple subject areas































Fall 2021 Strategic Studie Quarterly



Source:  Defense One Nov. 3, 2021













Selected Recommendations



Dudley Knox Library https://library.nps.edu/
Depository 0048-C

https://library.nps.edu/


Knox Library Statistics



Knox Library Statistics
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Benefits of Naval Postgraduate School 
Resources
• Learning about this institution’s history and 

its historical and ongoing role in American 

professional military education.
• Learning about NPS admission requirements.

• Learning about institutional curricular and 
research programs.

• Gaining enhanced awareness of NPS’ role in 
promoting professional development and 
scientific and strategic knowledge of naval 
and maritime subjects.

• Learning how emerging leaders in the U.S. 
and allied navies and governments view 
emerging naval and maritime matters.

• Gaining heightened appreciation of the 
ongoing importance of NPS instruction and 
research and how they impact historical, 

current, and emerging public policy issues. 
• Gaining enhanced awareness of how NPS 

research is relevant to the increasing 
economic and strategic importance of the 
Indo-Pacific region which may become an 
arena of international military conflict.

• Questions?  


