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Agenda

▪ Flickr Commons History

▪ Library of Congress Flickr

▪ Prints & Photographs Division Overview

▪ Finding Visual Materials in P&P

▪ Questions, Musings, Etc.
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Flickr Commons History
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Flickr Commons
Overview
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Library of Congress Flickr
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Flickr and the Library of Congress
Today’s Happenings
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Flickr and the Library of Congress
Today’s Happenings -- Albums
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Flickr and the Library of Congress
Covid-19 American Experiences
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Flickr and the Library of Congress
The Library of Congress Life: Events and Architecture



10

Flickr Stats and Trends

Metric Through March 2022

Images 40,011

Metadata 15,587

Comments 91,347

Followers 75,571

Views 434,384,327
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Library of Congress
Prints & Photographs Division
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Prints & Photographs Division
Overview

▪ Part of the Special Collections Directorate

▪ Staff members include curators, reference librarians, technicians, archivists, 

cataloguers, and digital specialists

▪ Largest collection of visual materials at the Library (over 16 million items)

▪ About 95% of the collection is described in the Prints & Photographs Online 

Catalog (PPOC)

▪ Over 1.25 million digitized items

▪ Material formats include photographs, negatives, transparencies, slides, historical 

prints, posters, cartoons, fine prints, and architecture, design and engineering drawings
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Collection Highlights

[Chairs designed by the Office of Charles and Ray Eames]. 

Contact sheet from the Office of Charles and Ray Eames, [1969]. 

Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

Trans World Airlines Terminal, John F. Kennedy (originally Idlewild) Airport, New York. Color 

slide by Balthazar Korab, [between 1956 and 1962]. From the Korab Collection. Library of 

Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018653571/


14

Collection Highlights

[New York World’s Fair, 1964-1965] [“Space flower” exhibition structures]. Graphite and 

charcoal drawing by Victor Alfred Lundy, [about 1962]. From the Victor A. Lundy archive. 

Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

[Refreshment stand, 1964-65 N.Y. World’s Fair, for the Brass 

Rail Food Service Organization Inc.]. Color transparency, 

[1964]. Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017659520/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018645992/
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Collection Highlights

Be not wise in thine own eyes. Lithograph by Currier & Ives, 1872.. From the 

Popular Graphic Arts Collection. Library of Congress Prints & Photographs 

Division. [Graphic designs for Detective Magazine covers]. 

Photomechanical print by Winold Reiss, [1930]. 

From the Winold Reiss Collection. Library of 

Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/90711746/


16

Collection Highlights

Betty Boop. Graphite drawing by Fleischer Studios, Inc., [between 1932 and 1934]. 

From the Art Wood Collection of Caricature and Cartoon Collection. Library of Congress 

Prints & Photographs Division. Abuse and harassment of women in Hollywood. Gouache on 

inkjet print by Ellen Weinstein, 2017. Library of Congress 

Prints & Photographs Division.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006681078/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2019634722/
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Collection Highlights

Manville, New Jersey, showing series of identical houses. Nitrate negative by Carl 

Mydans, 1936. From the Farm Security Administration/Office of War Information 

Collection. Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

LC-L905A-54-3208, no. 2. Color transparency by Phillip 

Harrington, 1954. Photograph from the Look Magazine 

Collection. Library of Congress Prints & Photographs 

Division.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017759391/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/lbb5530/
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Collection Highlights

(front and back) John Lobert/Earl Moore, Philadelphia Phillies, baseball card portrait. 

Relief with halftone print from the American Tobacco Company, 1911. Mecca Double 

Folders (T201) from the Baseball Cards from the Benjamin K. Edwards Collection. 

Library of Congress Prints & Photographs Division.

September. Back to work– back to school, back 

to books. Silkscreen poster from the Federal Art 

Project, [between 1936 and 1940]. From the 

WPA Posters Collection. Library of Congress 

Prints & Photographs Division.

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/bbc/item/2007683870/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98509570/
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Picture This blog
(www.blogs.loc.gov/picturethis)

▪ “Search this blog”

▪ Post topics include:

▪ Researcher stories

▪ Newly digitized or described 

collections

▪ Holidays/Celebrations

▪ New guides or online resources

▪ Behind the Scenes/Staff

▪ Various series including Double Take 

and Caught Our Eyes

http://www.blogs.loc.gov/picturethis
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Prints & Photographs Reading Room
(http://www.loc.gov/rr/print)

▪ Lists of Images on Popular Topics

▪ Collection Guides & Finding Aids

▪ Rights and Restrictions Information

▪ Ask a Librarian

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print
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P&P Research Guides
(www.guides.loc.gov/prints-photographs)

▪ Search by titles or by subjects

▪ Guides provide collection samples

▪ How to search

▪ Collection samples

▪ Related Resources

mailto:www.guides.loc.gov/prints-photographs


22

Finding Visual Materials in P&P



23

Prints & Photographs Online Catalog
(www.loc.gov/pictures)

Covers 95% of the Prints 

& Photographs (P&P) 

Division’s 16+ million 

item collections—some 

itemized, some described 

in groups.

1.25 million images are 

digitized—most display 

larger images from 

anywhere; some do not 

because of rights 

considerations.

http://www.loc.gov/pictures
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Navigating Collection Overviews
Search, View All, Background Info and Index Terms
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Browse by Lists
Find places, names, and subjects represented 
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Narrow results by how a picture displays
Identify downloads and collection items requiring a visit
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Take advantage of group/item relationships
View items for sense of what’s in the group and distance viewing
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Take advantage of group/item relationships
View group record for context and link to more images
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Unprocessed Material
Follow the link to make an appointment in advance
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Material requiring special handling
Follow the link to request access (generally in advance)
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“Obtaining Copies” and “Access to Original” 
Provide information on options
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Free to Use Images at the Library
Resources to Help Identify Images

▪ Add “no known restrictions” to your search string

▪ May return non-digitized images

▪ Offerings across Library Divisions in the Free to Use and Reuse sets

▪ https://loc.gov/free-to-use

▪ Library of Congress Flickr and Unsplash accounts

▪ Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/

▪ Unsplash: https://unsplash.com/@libraryofcongress

▪ Copyright guidance available through the Prints & Photographs Reading Room webpage

▪ https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/195_copr.html

https://loc.gov/free-to-use
https://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/
https://unsplash.com/@libraryofcongress
https://www.loc.gov/rr/print/195_copr.html
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Questions and Comments


