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Overview of eric.ed.gov



Overview of ERIC.ed.gov

ERIC is a free online database of 
education research. It includes 
journals, grey literature, and an 
archive of Department of Education 
work.

https://eric.ed.gov
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https://eric.ed.gov/


Mission of ERIC
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ERIC’s mission is to select, index, and make quality 
education research widely available and searchable 
through a user-friendly website. This supports the mission 
of IES to provide scientific evidence on which to ground 
education practice and policy and to share this information 
in formats that are useful and accessible to educators, 
parents, policymakers, researchers, and the public. 



Basic Collection Statistics
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• Currently 1.9 million citations in ERIC. 463,000 have 
free full text immediately available

• ERIC is widely used: In 2021, users conducted more 
than 23 million searches on the ERIC website and 
downloaded 9.6 million full-text articles from the full 
collection
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Types of sources that ERIC indexes



ERIC Selection Policy
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• Establishes collection development goals that define 
the vision and priorities for meeting the information 
needs of ERIC’s key audiences.

• Defines ERIC’s selection standard and criteria to ensure 
the inclusion of high-quality, rigorous and relevant 
research. 

• Communicates ERIC’s policy on the preservation of 
content to support research.

https://eric.ed.gov/?selection

https://eric.ed.gov/?selection


Collection goals
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ERIC’s collection development is supported by five overarching goals:

• Assure each approved source produces education research and is relevant to one or more of the topic areas in the 
IES authorizing legislation.

• Increase the number of peer reviewed, full-text sources indexed in ERIC.

• Increase the number of rigorous and relevant non-peer-reviewed, full-text materials from non-journal sources 
such as think tanks, institutional repositories, research organizations, state and district research offices, and 
technical assistance providers. 

• Limit citation-only indexing to those materials that, while not available full text, are among the most rigorous and 
relevant to contemporary issues in education policy or practice. 

• Prioritize sources with content including participants in the United States



Types of sources that ERIC indexes
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Types of Materials Indexed in ERIC
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CONGRESSIONAL or 

LEGISLATIVE 

PUBLICATIONS

• Legislative and regulatory 
publications

• Congressional or legislative 
hearings or reports

Journal Articles

• Peer reviewed 
publications

Analyses:

• Information analyses

• Policy analyses

• Think Tank Papers

Congressional 
Reports

• Legislative and 
regulatory 
publications

• Congressional or 
legislative hearings 
or reports

Federal, State, or 
Local Education 
Agency Reports

• Data profiles

• Agency reports or 
evaluations

• Standards, testing, or 
regulation reports

Conference or 
Meeting 
Publications

• Conference 
presentations

• Proceedings

• Speeches



List of sources
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https://eric.ed.gov/?journaltopics

https://eric.ed.gov/?journaltopics
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Fields and controlled vocabularies in ERIC



Fields in ERIC
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• https://eric.ed.gov/pdf/ERIC_Field.pdf



ERIC Thesaurus
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• The ERIC Thesaurus includes more than 4,500 descriptors and 
7,000 synonyms

• Descriptors: a word or phrase that represents a subject in 
education.

• Synonyms: are terms that have the same meaning as 
descriptors. Synonyms are not included on ERIC records, but 
they guide users to descriptors within the Thesaurus.

https://eric.ed.gov/?ti=all

https://eric.ed.gov/?ti=all
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Best practices for conducting searches



Best practices for conducting searches
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• Example 1: I want to find Betsy Wolf’s paper on early 
reading

• Example 2: I want to find resources on English learners 
in Ohio

• Example 3: I want to find the latest research on the 
impact of COVID-19 on student learning loss for 
students with disabilities
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Why eric.ed.gov versus a third-party provider?



Why eric.ed.gov versus a third-party provider?

19

• ERIC makes all of our data available to users, including 
third party providers.

• Advantages of eric.ed.gov:
– Cost
– More natural searching
– Timeliness of uploads
– Types of metadata
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How to use the API to help conduct searches



How to use the API to help conduct searches
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• https://eric.ed.gov/?api
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Resources



Resources
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• https://eric.ed.gov/?multimedia



Questions?
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Additional questions? 

Contact us at the ERIC Help Desk:
ERICREquests@ed.gov

Contact me: 
Erin.Pollard@ed.gov

mailto:ERICREquests@ed.gov

