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What is HSV?
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www.ushmm.org/hsv
The Museum’s Database of Holocaust Survivor and Victim Names contains records on people 
persecuted during World War II under the Nazi regime including Jews, Roma and Sinti, Poles and 
other Slavic peoples, Soviet prisoners of war, persons with disabilities, political prisoners, trade 
union leaders, "subversive" artists, those Catholic and Lutheran clergy who were seen as 
opponents of the regime, resisters, Jehovah's Witnesses, male homosexuals, and criminal 

offenders, among others.
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How can you search in HSV?
Search for Names
Search by names, dates, places, 
prisoner number, or nationality.  
Find names from USHMM 
collections as well as collections 
from other institutions.    

Search for Lists of Names
Search through a broad range of 
historical documents including 
census records, registration forms, 
ghetto inhabitant lists, death lists, 
concentration camp or displaced 
persons camp lists, and more.
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Search Results
On the Museum network
Will see almost all results (there are 
a few staff only collections).  
Attached documents/images will be 
visible and downloadable.  

Off the Museum network
Results limited to unrestricted 
indexes. 
Will not include results from the 
Survivor’s Registry. Most results 
will not have images available to 
view. However, any name result 
with an image will have the option 
to request attached documents.
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On the Museum network Off the Museum network







Instant Document Delivery

Users can submit this form an link to view/download 

the image will sent to their email almost immediately.
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Document Delivery began in July, 2015

Automated Delivery began in June, 2017

Received 192,954 request

Delivered 253,110 documents

Sent to 31,305 individual requestors

From 126 countries





Where else can you access HSV results?
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Where do we get our indexes/lists?
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● Partnership with Ancestry to index collections within the Museum’s holdings

● World Memory Project

● International Archival Copied Collections

● Indexes donated by individuals or groups

● Benjamin and Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors

● Name Discovery Tool

● Names from other international Holocaust-related institutions.  These names will appear in an 

HSV search, but users will be taken to the source archives when they click on the result.   



Name Discovery Tool

By the end of FY2021, we have added more than 3,757,000 names to the Name Discovery from seven 

institutions around the world.

● International Tracing Service (ITS) Digital Collections Online (3,176,214)

● Kazerne Dossin, Belgium (25,845 )

● Memorial Archives, Flossenburg, Germany (238,745)

● NS-Documentation Center of the City of Cologne (NSDOK), Germany (5,571)

● Polish Center for Holocaust Research, Poland (33,433)

● Camp Westerbork Memorial, Netherlands (101,403)

● Das Bundesarchiv, Germany (176,462)



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



CONTACT INFORMATION
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Sarah Kopelman-Noyes

Senior Technical Information Specialist

Digital Access Division

The David M. Rubenstein National Institute for Holocaust Documentation

skopelman@ushmm.org
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