Supporting the Public's Right to Know: Engaging Users in
Government Information at Florida State University

Mohamed Berray
Social Sciences Librarian | Coordinator for Government Information
Florida State University Libraries

mberray@fsu.edu



mailto:mberray@fsu.edu

Intro to Depository Statuses

Florida State University Libraries serves as a depository for:

1. The United States Federal Government (1941)
2. The State of Florida (1967)
3. The United Nations (1967)




Intro to Depository Statuses: U.S. Federal

TITLE 44—PUBLIC PRINTING AND DOCUMENTS

This title was enacted by Pub. L. 90620, §1, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Staf. 1238

1. United States Federal Government:
Established by Congress in 1813

® FDLP ensures public access to government
information through depository libraries in the
U.S. & its territories (44 U.S.C. § 19)

e Administered GPO

Title 44 of the US Code defines a government
publication as:

“An informational matter ... published ... at Government
expense, or as required by law”
(Pub. L. 90-620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1283)

DFDLP

Federal Depository Library Program

]ﬂ'&—?uh L 05501, §2(b)(1), Nov. 4, 1078, 92 Stat. 2528,
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Records Commizsion™ for “National Historical Publica-
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CHANGE OF NAME
Government Publishing Office” substituted for
“Government Printing Office” in items 3 and 30 on au-
thority of section 1301(b} of Pub. L 113-235, div. H. title
I, Dec. 16, 3014, 138 Stat. 2537, sat out 85 4 note pracad-
ing section 301 of this title.
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AMENDMENTS

2014—Pub. L. 113-187, §8([K2), Nov. 26, 2014, 123 Stat.
2014, struck out “and by the Administrator of General
Services" after “United States” in item 20.

2002—Pub. L. 107-347, title [, §101(b). Dec. 17, 2002, 116
Stat. 2010, addad 1tem 36

1008 —Pob. L. 10840, §2(b), June 8, 1003, 107 Stat. 113,
added item 41.

1800—Pub. L. 101-500, Lll]ﬂ[‘ §1(dND), Nov. 5, 1800, 104
Stat. 1410, added item

1688—Pub. L. lOGaIH title I, §204, Oct. 18, 1688, 102
Stat. 2531, added ttem

1084—Pub. L. 08407, llLla[ §§1020c)(2), 107X 1B)(R),
Oct. 10, 1884, B8 Stat. 2283, 2280, substituted ‘“National
Archives and Reconds Administration™ for “Archival
Administration” in item 21, and insertad Lhe Archi-
vist of l'hE Land blams and by the™ in ite;

1880—Puh. L. 1, §2(b), Dec. 11, 1880, 94 qlal 2825,
subs\.\wu?d ]n[’Drmsl!on Poliey” for “Reporting Serv-
fces” in them 35.
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Intro to Depository Statuses: State of Florida

The State of Florida:

First statewide depository program for Florida publications
was initiated by the Florida Library Association, and established P
in 1967 by the Florida Legislature (Chapter Law 67-223). or mun

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

FSU became a State Depository in 1967. STATE OF TLORIDA:
FIR;;‘ SESSION,
Requires State agencies to deposit their publications with the T D et
Division of Library and Information Services for distribution to G S P i
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA,

designated depository libraries throughout the state of Florida.

THE ACT OF CONGRESS ADMITTING THE STATE INTO
THE CONFEDERACY AND UNION.

Renamed the State Publications Program in 2015. e e o i e s o i




Intro to Depository Statuses: United Nations (DL-249, Dec. 1967)

The United Nations Depository is
- governed by the United Nations
Publications Board.

® The Board approves the designation of
new depository libraries and withdrawals
upon recommendation by the
Dag Hammarskjold Library (DHL).

DAG HAMMARSKJOLD

@LIBRARY




Mission of FSU Depositories

® FSU commits to supporting the public’s right to

know about the workings and activities of the 3

depository governmental entities by providing
free public access to their publications.

® Our collections support excellence in research
and instruction across all disciplines at FSU.




Staff

1 Librarian

1 Collections & Government Information Specialist
1 Government Information Collections Access staff
4 Federal Work Study students

All library employees

Department: Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

LIB.FSU.EDU



Informs the public about our collections and services, and their rights to access government
information.

Enables us to reach a wider audience, outside of specific curricular needs.

Seek feedback about patron needs to improve our services and maintain a vibrant collection.

Collaboration with units in the library and on campus:
O Marketing
O Web Development
O Teaching, Learning, and Engagement

Visibility on campus makes it easy for library administration to advo

services.



Outreach Activities: Displays

Dedicated space on the ground floor of Strozier

z'ublic Low 89-544
89tz Congress, IT, R. 12851
Avgaat 24, 1966

Library for government information displays | | an

Displays are done monthly / biweekly

Themes:
O Curricular needs Public Law
o National commemorations :
O Public requests AnAct{z
o Student interests — RSOs Regulate th fid Handling of Dogs,
Cats, and Cé énded to Be Used for
O Fun Purposes:o Experimentation, and for

“Other Purposes



Outreach Activities: Themes

Native American

ﬂ@a@ A&@@,\ / Heritage Month Heritage Month
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FREEDOM OF
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Outreach Activities: Themes

United States & United States® .
Foreign Relations C ensus Natlogal .
- ParkService.

unicef& WORLD
CHILDREN'S
DAY
First 100 TIPS WO IMENS

Days 1in Office

Sunirage

STAND UP FOR SOMEONE'S RIGHTS TODAY



Outreach Activities: Display Items

® Print government publications

e General collection items (provides a well-rounded representation of the subject, and context
for the display): Hispanic Heritage Month e——— popular literature by Hispanic
authors

e Electronic resources (QR Codes & Website)

e \Websites
e Multimedia




Outreach Activities: Engagement Board

® Used to seek patron feedback on issues and
questions related to display themes

® Engagement questions are kept open ended
not to limit responses

Example: Constitution Day
O Free copies of pocket constitution and

it ’d like.
Free Pocket Constitutions. Please take a copy if you'd
D "

summary amendments for background

“The
CONSTITUTION
of the U mh‘:i_\{.v\l:-l .

O Patrons were asked about how they enjoy their constitutional rights

O Responses are used to identify interests and plan for future events and
services



Outreach Activities: Website

e FSU Libraries’ Government Information website .
is our main platform for outreach: Se— e
https://www.lib.fsu.edu/collections/government-docs/

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
AT FLORIDA STATF UNVFRSITY

Sample Contents
® Resources spotlight: Created to provide an easily

discoverable curated collection of our electronic resources @ i Q @
e Full listing of services S e pees
e Information about depository collections and how they ' ‘

can be used — — N —

® Links to libguides

® Freely available electronic government information
and library subscription resources that complement

our depository holdings


https://www.lib.fsu.edu/collections/government-docs/

Outreach Activities: Blogs / Social Media

ESU FSU Libraries

e Social Media (Twitter / Facebook / Instagram):

February is Black History Month, honoring the
triumphs, struggles, and contributions of African

O Happens through collaboration with the Libraries’ Americans throughout U.S. history. FSU Libraries Gov.
Information Unit highlights the ways African Americans

M a rketl ng De pa rtm e nt have enhancgq libraries and government entities.

o Twitter takeover to engage with patrons

e Blogs: https://fsulib.com/
o Used mainly for events befitting of broader audiences

History

o Stays up for a while and continue to provide answers and

relevant information — good for changing student populations

o Context for print/digital displays JE 4 OFICA STATE ONRER Iy

/ LIBRARIES

O Outside audiences

REFLECTIONS ON “TIKKUN OLAM”

Examples:
Love your FDL Week

® Love Your Data Week
® Depository Anniversaries CATEGORIES
® Jewish American Heritage Month



https://fsulib.com/

Outreach Activities: Digital Signage

Advertises our programs

Increases visibility

Environmentally sustainable
Complements other outreach methods

Examples
o National commemorative themes
o Workshops

FSU Libraries
Mondopad




Outreach Activities: Tabling Events

Great way to interact with patrons

Allows use of interactive materials
O Puzzles (NASA)
o Civics flash cards
o Distribute prizes

Usually accompanied by
an engagement board




Outreach Activities: Research Guides

Provides guidance relating to the use FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
of Government information snciara0  sEnces s meseanc

Flanda fiae Ussvernsy Libranes | Beseaees Guides | US Gowmment  Hosa

O Search strategies for government U.S. Government

information in our collections and on the web

Haimd Weleams

o Citation guides

Help curate our electronic resources by agency -

Foreign Relations

and subject

Documants & Bocks
Historical COVID-19

Citing Gevammant Documasnts COMID-1H UPDATE

Draws focus to Specific topical areas — Related Libguides FSU Librates. physical spaces wil Ciose beginning Thursdary, Liweh 1981 £:00 p m. untl Sarther nobice Ve will not

B bk B0 DROVAOE BCTESS 10 PhySical BEms in owr Federal, Liniisd Nations, and Saate 0f FIonaa sepostiny cosechions

Government Periodicals Index B TR e FOT P00 WMDRTAON O NG 10 AN BEROLETES ONe | PR CIC GuT I SERThang 107 G W0

o  Gov. Info. in STEM RS — v

Library Databases & Gov. Websites L% Canbers 1or Deadi Coniol (COC) Coronaning Page



Key Takeaways

Successfully reach a wider audience

Gain valuable insight about future outreach activities and services
Enables collaboration with multiple units in the library and on campus
Increases visibility on campus

Embeds government information collections and services in curriculums

Informs the public




Thank You!
Mohamed Berray
mberray@fsu.edu
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