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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

72 Years After the Official Census
Day

* 1950 “official census” day was April 1
* T72yearrule hasbeenin place since 1952

* Agreement later codified by Congress
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C @ 1950census.archives.gov

1950 Census

Official 1950 Census Website
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Welcome to-the Official
1950 Census Website

The 1950 census records were released by the U.S. National Archives on April 1, 2022. This website provides full access to the 1950 census images, including
population schedules, enumeration district maps, and enumeration district descriptions.

Begin Search Resources

Photograph of a Census Enumerator Thomas Cronin Interviewing Thomas
Weckenman During the 1950 Census 207899870
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE
1950 Census Website Search Capability:

Search by
 State
e County

e  Enumeration District Number
e Indian Reservation
e Personal Name

. Exact matches

. Similar names
. Transcription tool to allow users to correct the name results
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

1950 Census Name Search: __ {540 ConEUE cHimge
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+ “First Draft” name index | mad|N| o Moo [y Rased®d Yo
43] | | ——— am.a. @
* Imperfect — OCR /ML /Al aofi | 4 )e
: : Js] | M,__M
* Line Number + Name on that Line "ﬂ?@ 307 ",i’{| 10 lns {ipév[ Lani 1
* Surnames are only on lines for ﬁ—§ 4 foj crre 7 7
» Head of Household Ll - ._——?%/L
<9 ‘ psep——— . L
» Persons with different surname si| (ZoSlle) 0| geoe |Noliltduc, Wrie
52 it— %K‘C(
* 140,000 enumerators with different handwriting of 53 — Jemsn
. - ; sa| |Jol PP R 21 |mo)'Secle |
varying legibility and quality = — Ny’ ®
 Transcription tool allows user corrections : P T4
» Free access to everyone - no paywall R R 200 |ol Bsmutte | Yinmes
L @)
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE
Organizing Your Search

Make a list of people you want to look for

Determine their address or location as best as possible

Rural residents: Identify the township or other minor political subdivision.
City residents: Identify the specific street address

Use online modern maps and mapping tools to orient yourself to that address and
street’s neighboring streets (if the street still exists).

Use Enumeration District (ED) maps and Steve Morse’s “one step” tools to locate
the correct ED.
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Three 1950 Census Record Sets

NARA Microfilm Publication T628, Seventeenth Census of the
United States, 1950 (6,373 rolls) - about 6.57 million digital images

Form P8, Indian Reservation Schedules - about 33,000 digital
images

Population census forms for Canton [Kanton], Johnston, Midway,
and Wake Islands in the Pacific Ocean
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

NARA’s 1950 Census Website Includes

The three record sets listed on previous slide

e Enumeration District Maps

e Enumeration District Descriptions
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Enumeration District Maps — 234,000 Enumeration Districts (+/-)
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ENUMERATION DISTRICTS—1950 CENSUS

o
< 19% 5. D. Pae 6

1950 Census Website will include
Enumeration District Descriptions

DESCRIPTION OF ENUMERATION DISTRICT

Lorain eity - That part of Ward 2 in Black River tomship
Bounded by
Black River
West Erie Ave,
Oberlin Ave., Ward line, City limits

o 234,000 Enumeration Districts bro | setite ciian s v s s imaty s il

| oluding Antlers Hotel |

| Bounded by |
West Erie Ave. | |
Washington Ave. |
6th

Oberlin Ave. i

» Transcriptions

) Antlers Hotel 15
(In Lorain city, Ward 2, Black River township)

4725 Lorain eity ~ That part of Ward £ in Black River township HoH
Bounded

 Original Typescripts |

Black River

N. Y, C.'& 8t L. R.R.

Broadway, 5th, Reid Ave., 6th, Washington Ave.
w-z Lorain eity - That part of Ward 2 in Black River tomnship 694

| Bounded by :

6th, Reid Ave., Sth

Broadway

8th, 7¢h Ct.
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Stephen P. Morse’s “One-Step” website at
https://stevemorse.org

« “1880-1950 ED Descriptions (transcribed)” and “1880-1950 ED Descriptions
(microfilm)” both contain written ED descriptions from National Archives
microfilm publications

« “Unified 1880-1950 Census ED Finder” narrows your search for city EDs
based on the street and cross-street information you provide.

« “1940-1950 ED Maps” links to ED maps in the National Archives Catalog
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Not Included

®* Housing Schedules (on reverse side of population schedules)

* Agricultural Schedules (Forms Al and A2)
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Also Available

® Publications on Census Bureau Website

®* Administrative Records in the NARA Catalog
https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=1950CensusAdminRecords
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https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=1950CensusAdminRecords

1950 CENSUS RELEASE

NARA Microfilm Publication T628, Seventeenth Census of the
United States, 1950 (6,373 rolls)

® Digital access only - no access to physical microfilm

® Continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, Panama Canal Zone,
Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands

® Microfilmed in 1952 by the Bureau of the Census

® The original paper records were destroyed in 1961-1963
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Form P1, 1950 Census of Population and Housing
® Form used in most of the continental U.S.

® 30 persons per page

® 6 persons answered sample questions

® Person on last sample line answered even more ‘
sample questions |

® 5versions of form to ensure different lines were
sampled on different pages

® Generally similar to 1940 census - the bulk of
the variations with 1940 are in the sample
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ARCHIVES

Form P1, 1950 Census of Population and Housing
® Reverse side of form - housing questions

® Not microfilmed - therefore not part of the census
release.

® Statistics compiled and published

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Form P1, 1950 Census of Population and Housing

Key Point:
Sheet 71 and up are people enumerated out of order
* “Call-backs”
* “Missed persons”

* People who filled out Form P2, Individual Census Report
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE
1950 Census - Self Enumeration

“Household” self enumeration forms were tested in Ingham and
Livingston Counties, Michigan, and Franklin County, Ohio.

“Household” and other forms were also tested in selected EDs in Genesee
County, Michigan, and in Coshocton, Defiance, Delaware, Fulton, Henry,
Knox, Licking, Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Richland, Van Wert, and
Williams Counties, Ohio, but the enumerators completed the forms for
households in those areas. *Some EDs may also have self-enumeration.
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Self Enumeration Forms
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Other
Experimental
Enumeration
Forms

P10 (left)
P11 (right)
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T 1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Form P8, Indian Reservation Schedule
Name
Other Name (Indian Name)
Tribe
Clan
Degree of Indian Blood (full, 1/2, 1/4, less than )
Read, write, speak English?
Read, write, speak another language?

Participated in any “native Indian ceremonies” in 19497
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Form P8, Indian Reservation T
SChedUIe ' o 1950 CENSUS OFPOPULATION I;ND HOUSING

® Links to the Form P1
Schedule

® ED, sheet, line numbers

® Family schedule e
® 10 persons - add 2nd page if > : R E A
needed =R A ) R N ER R R ER
® Not every reservation 10
® None - Alaska R 7 ‘ | ERE =
® None - Oklahoma et - — e
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

Population Census Forms for Certain Pacific Ocean Islands

Digital access only - no access to the paper records
Canton [Kanton] - natives, U.S., British

Johnston - one U.S. Navy vessel refueling

Midway - U.S. Navy personnel & families

Wake - U.S. Navy personnel & families

NO other overseas records
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

1 Answer the following questi
living with you overseas on

ons for yourself and for any me
April 1, 195¢

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
OVERSEAS CENSUS REPORT o SRS
1950 CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES verseas - Name Relationship to you
1 whe (Botec Istasmy Bacoume, aod | sos, dadghter o
v H f Your name
. ariety o
l LEAVE BLANK
.o L3
o Individual
eal the completed form with this flap) 1
o \
tal L e dare FUCTTO I8ICC u o :
T and Family
Cavina Adytican'Se e United States LEAVE BLANK |
IMPORTANT il be & ¢ « X T la F
‘ e e T Baiot A e it of sl orms
place of
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS
1 X WHICH A Y
1A 1 i £ — ghter | Lt o
M N |
> ; other rel I K 1 G Citizen o
| |
s ) : i | ‘
. |
) > | I | 1 of
; ‘ 1 U. S
W ) 1 [ Citizen of
1 the U. §
2 [ Female| [ 4 2 [ b.cit
o |0 T
] Check this box f extra form is used and attach extra form before sealing.

Use extra form if needed for additional family members.

ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS ON THE OTHER SIDE
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\ Overseas - i = 3
( ; ' e Variety of o

| Individual and .

| Family Forms \; Risherdeon Crarlis R RTIIT:
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Enumeration of Special Populations

* Infants
® College Students
® Transients

® Overseas Civilians and Military
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Infants - Special Study of the Baby Undercount Problem

Something New has been added...

L

B e

s

X

@

>
\ )

Lets make him count in Americas Future !

Babies born Jan.-Mar. 1950 were recorded on P1 and on
the P3, Infant Card

P3 asked actual place of birth, name of hospital, type of
attendant, maiden name of mother

P3 cards do not exist

Results

« 95.1 percent enumerated

* Urban & white babies more likely to be counted

« Babies with mothers with less than 7 years of school
more likely to be missed

* No real difference between reporting of boys & girls
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NATIONAL
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I
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| EAVE BUNK
> R o —__ i
LEAVE . - e T
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

College Students

® About 2.3 million college students

® Census Bureau decided to enumerate them at their “college”
address - usual place of residence during the school year

® Census Bureau policy on college students had flip-flopped over
time - see my blog post for details

* Still the rule today
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE
Transients - T-Night #1 - April 11

® Tuesday, April 11, 1950

® Intense drive to cover hotels, YMCAs, and tourist courts (campgrounds).

® Enumerators were stationed at these places from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Tuesday and
7 a.m. to 12 noon on Wednesday.

® Each person was provided an ICR (P2, Individual Census Report) for self
enumeration - the enumerator would follow up to make sure it was returned.

® The Census Bureau transcribed the ICR information onto the Form P1 for the ED
where they lived.
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE

(@) Last year (1949), did you carn any money by work
== ing as an employee for wages, salary, commission *
' - g

ARCHIVE

or tips’

Yes ¥

WAL EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 109

P2

(@) Last year (1949), did you earn any money income by
working for yourself in your own business, pro
fessional practice, or farm?

Form P2, Individual

=
ivieiy heoosors &
No &
CENSUS REPORT—CONFIDENTL -4
@ Whether or not you worked last year (1949)—Did by Act of Congrem (46 Stat. 2. 13U 8¢ &
you receive any other money income from interest 2 for purposes of ¢ D
dividends, veteran's allowances, pensions, rents, or 2
any other income not counted in questions 20 and 217 z
s—About how much? § U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE &
= BUREAU OF THE CENSUS x
@ Are you now a member of the Armed Forces of the o
°® . United States on active duty? (Check one.) a
Yes No u 2
Si d el INDIVIDUAL CENSUS REPORT 2
@) Did you ever serve in the Armed Forces of the z
@ United States during—(Answer (a), (b), and (c) 1950 CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES
below.)
2) World War 11 Yes No =] =)
b) orld ar o No | -
; “‘”“ ; 2 o DO NOT ‘\}\ I:' BE FILLED BY The Census taker was not able to obtain from you per-
Y L ) Other war or peacetime service Yes No i CENSUS TAKER the information required by this Census
rI O @ Are you now married or not married? (Check one.) | Please fill out the questions on this form as soon as you
Married Divouosd It should take only a few minutes of your time. Scal
ki B, Yy ey completed form with the gummed flap so that your
Widoped Pegeraced B wers may be kept confidential, Leave the sealed
Never smrsid form for the Cens ker or give it to the person from
Hart Yo Ketn: habried farce. thase Sonet " (Ghack whom you obtained it for return to the Census taker
° = one.) Be sure to fill out this form even though this is not
. H a n d ed O t ll ke a Yes No I have never been married where you usually live
The Census taker will be glad to supply you with
l,l st Seadist & D, No)) 2 Py
@ If you are now married, how many years additional forms if you need them for members of your
since you were (last) married f 1 } o 1 e
o (a) If a hotel, rooming house, institution KLY NI RIS BAE: WL X0
If you are now widowed, how many years Silitary Thatkllation: vael. cto . chve il
since you were widowed? iy M B Sincerely yours. )
i~
If you are now divorced, how many years |
since you were divorced?. . . . . . . . h Name) i
Ve
If you are now separated, how many years
since you were separated? : - N
- i
Tha question: Bilove - So¢ . woomen; Who ke Msberied 3. Room number Philip M. Hauser, Acting Director
Widowed, divorssd, oe pepsraced Ohere sppticble) Bureau of the Census
How many children have you ever borne, not
counting stillbirths? (If none, check the box.) (b) Serial No. of dwelling unit [0

R e e 1.0.0.0.0.0.6 ¢ ¢ 6 o GEEE
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Form P2, Individual
Census Report

* Side?2
* Trifold

® Handed out like a
brochure

NATIONAL

@

@ What is your race? (Check one box or enter name of
race

Negre £ What race

s your sex? ' (Check one.)

ARCHIVES

and RECORDS

RELEASE

@ Where wer I OLLOWING

ot ke iy, anter neme of Ptk o7 Heareat B

@\\]ycv( were your parents born?
or enter name of Territc
try.)

®\\]\.u is the hi st grade of I u ha
== attended? (Check one.)
2 4
1] 2] 3[] 4
1] 2] 3] 4
Jed school

: finish this grade? (Check one.)

® Pid

@ Have you attended school at any time since Feb. 1,
19507 (Check one.)

Yes No

Yes No

ADMINISTRATION

(@ Last year (1949), did

QUESTIONS ARE FOR
RS OLD AND OVER
1 « h b
be
h 1
X
I did you

ng for work last week, how many
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| - — —— - — —— - e ——

| 1950 CENSUS—HAVE YOU BEEN COUNTED?

The Census is nearing completion. If you have not been counted
here or anywhere else, please fill out the form below and mail it im-
mediately to the U. S. Census District Office at the address shown:

My address on April 1, 1950 was:

House Number and Street..............ccccceviiiiiniiniiiiininnienesninnnns Apt. No......... :
o (On description of location)
Missed Persons Forms 0 T VR .o eicsoiisssisissonss, sropmiptionts St
Name of each person whose us- Relationship Sex Color Ageat
'ual place of residence was in this ofthisperson M or Last
household on April 1, 1950. toheadofthe or Race Birth-
| (Last name) (First name) (Initia) household F day
t |
.................................................................................................. SR e
| I
.................................................................................................. T iissurnns: v lesesarsietss
| |
.................................................................................................. Pt e ek
| |
.................................................................................................. VS IRORE St SR
: [
........................................................................................ Lisvebaristlosiorsvnnann vibetrpstssnive

| Cut out this form and mail to:
: Aarnout Castel, Crew Leader, Bureau of the Census,
i Box 168, Nome, Alasla.

Mail This Roport In lmmodiately!

0. e%0e20-e% o000 o, 0o
S eceeireleetsfeloslesioedesloales n,»,“,“,“.“,n.».“’“’“‘n’o
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People Who A— e e et s e
0. HOTEL, LAKOY HOOMING JLOUSE, INSTI' l INST, l, BT0. (48 Siat. 31313 U, Wy
. "_ T oN, MIUTARY DETALLATION, ET0. plndi 1oy mwu T —— i " a nA:::m“ e “ﬁ—
Filled out e | e ) U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE o Loy
i P1 BUREAU OF THE CENSUS b, OUEOKED BY - '15
. e e ——— e e——— 1950 CENSUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING iRt -
Individual o i
FOR HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD FOR ALL PERSONS FOR PERSONS 14 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER
Ce ns“s o NAME RELATIONSHIP | mAOR |emX # : ’ R 3, u-mmmu-nnr-mu 1000 item 19), muum—mam e
il | | What lntre sam of the head of s ‘E‘&:‘? E“u"‘?’ Haw (lhe | Wt Sute (o orlen | 4t | it ,._E;:‘% e ':':‘3'.""' g 5 ieddos b wik (Yo la lbom 1)
I What arothe names o il efbe persons | i e e e G v | 130 thls poren (wag |y, frA What knd o work was bo | What bind of businses ot  Clas of worker
Reports and PR L) I s Do (oo (s itk |Suea, | S e . | ?.' L ol o oA ot ok
| |, 2 | | o - R o R Took— | ek 3 = in e
aourt, | umber | BoUso | ol Unmarried soas 553 dasagtees (i oedor o ) . I el sy ot work. | Sy ast o)
. ! mat) ::'::: furm ‘:’“ i RESION S 104 Gouglinga o ke sl H":"‘ m"?' malg | (0, | Chted, 1) 106 o | ronnd mrnmrur-l-uy
Mlssed § | naber ol - i B~ TR ICo B -0 i [ e doce VITIOUT FAY ol
% ! bt ks i e e J - f'-:-‘n. mars g;. 5‘3' %m -
S i i n I,m-.w -y . . g
Persons Forms 5 ! ! ' ‘:ﬂ' 5 (:fas" ! (Lt naun Benh) Eﬂi :«.':;: g;‘:";b' ILEAY! % s o) CHT | s [y (Ooeagation) g (taduwitey) f‘ri:':: mn‘]un( g
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pages) of their | Y[ i sl & DR B[ 1 oga | Ohia | e ]
I 5"1 47. _f icd ‘ W-" v "‘-)‘l (\n 4""\-_ s '/“h’g;/ LJ‘Z ! N~ <7 /7nrr-—05 L-@ o Lt JAL‘rn » i j ¢
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1950 CENSUS RELEASE
Transients - T-Night #2 - April 13

® Thursday, April 13, 1950

Intense drive to cover missions and “flophouses” (cheap motels where the room
rate was under 50 cents)

Enumerators were stationed at these places from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Thursday
and 7 a.m. to 12 noon on Friday.

The enumerator interviewed guests and any resident staff and employees,
recording the information on the Form P1 - No self-enumeration

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Overseas U.S. Civilians and Military

Census Bureau obtained cooperation of U.S. Departments of State and Defense & U.S. Maritime
Administration to achieve enumeration of people under their jurisdiction.

Enumeration took place - but was apparently done for “informational” purposes only
Overseas members of the Armed Forces - 301,595 (No census record)
Overseas civilian citizens employed by the U.S. Government - 26,910 (No census record)

Overseas families of Armed Forces personnel or civilian citizen employees - 107,350 (No census
record)

U.S.-Flag merchant vessel crew - 45,690 - Persons on vessels in U.S. ports likely enumerated

Exist: Census schedules for Canton, Johnson, Midway, and Wake Islands
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I THE
Efforts to Get the Best Enumeration Possible 1950
TAKING THE
1950 CENSUS PLAN
. for
 Enumerator Hirin
et J FORT WORTH
» Special Effort to Hire Teachers
./4 7///19«1.5(1((/0 fo
* Pre-tests, 1947-1949 Lt T
" e e Systematic Training . #D
\L I‘;‘ - Advertising Campaign ‘L»‘\j@i\; - 
. N ¥\
| ,/ I « Missed Persons Forms | 7 | N
i o e co « Post-Enumeration Surveys e s oo e
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WHAT TO DO WHEN THE
CENSUS-TAKER COMES
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Advertising

Newspapers
Radio

Press Releases
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1950 CENSUS

b cas T,
fouts RAKL ot

Gostlomans !

Bashful about your age? [k

s strictly conf

Under U. §. law h informat t available to a

r to a ther Gove nent ag Not to the | e 1
ffice. Not to the Just t even the F.B
Not to anybod,

Uncle Sam takes the Census-—not to pry inte r past and
ent—but to help you plan a better

The Census contributes to ry community ell-} 1
by leaders in industry, busis ’

and RECORDS

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

EASE

1o do whaw the
churrm Lmes

Ask him to show his official card. This identifies
him as an employee of the Census Bureau of the

U. S. Department of Commerce.

Be friendly. Invite him in. He will sta

few minutes.

older child ready to translate

Answer all questions accurately and honestly

[

zh
3 In non-English-speaking homes, have an adult or

-
4. Remember—the information you give is strictly

confidential. Under law, it is not available to any

individual or any other Government agency
Radio and newspapers will do their best to tell
you beforehand what most of the questions are.

Watch for them and have your answers ready.

AN ACCURATE CENSUS HELPS YOU GET THINGS LIKE:

Like other American business firms. we balieve thet

weMars This advartivement is tharefore pantared by

NAME OF SPONSOR

ADMINISTRATION
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Home Communities ~Citizen Archivists ~ Content  Help

History Hub website
historyhub.history.go #Welcome to History Fiub

a research support community for everyone, including genealogists, historians, & citizen archivists

v Welcome to the new History Hub!
We are pleased to announce History Hub has successfully been migrated to its new home!

If you are an existing History Hub user, you will need to reset your password and re-accept the community Terms of Use when you first login. Learn
more.

If you are new to History Hub, we hope you will join our community today! Create your History Hub account now.

£ update on Email Notification Issues

@ Looking for help with the new site? See Migration Help

ASK QUESTIONS AND FIND ANSWERS

USEFUL BLOG POSTS CONNECT WITH A COMMUNITY
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