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72 Years After the Official Census 

Day

• 1950 “official census” day was April 1

• 72 year rule has been in place since 1952

• Agreement later codified by Congress









Organizing Your Search

• Make a list of people you want to look for

• Determine their address or location as best as possible

• Rural residents:  Identify the township or other minor political subdivision.

• City residents:  Identify the specific street address 

• Use online modern maps and mapping tools to orient yourself to that address and 

street’s neighboring streets (if the street still exists).

• Use Enumeration District (ED) maps and Steve Morse’s “one step” tools to locate 

the correct ED.



Three 1950 Census Record Sets

• NARA Microfilm Publication T628, Seventeenth Census of the 

United States, 1950 (6,373 rolls) – about 6.57 million digital images

• Form P8, Indian Reservation Schedules – about 33,000 digital 

images

• Population census forms for Canton [Kanton], Johnston, Midway, 

and Wake Islands in the Pacific Ocean



NARA’s 1950 Census Website Includes







Stephen P. Morse’s “One-Step” website at 

https://stevemorse.org

•  “1880-1950 ED Descriptions (transcribed)” and “1880-1950 ED Descriptions 

(microfilm)” both contain written ED descriptions from National Archives 

microfilm publications

•  “Unified 1880-1950 Census ED Finder” narrows your search for city EDs 

based on the street and cross-street information you provide.

•  “1940-1950 ED Maps” links to ED maps in the National Archives Catalog



Not Included

• Housing Schedules (on reverse side of population schedules)

• Agricultural Schedules (Forms A1 and A2)



Also Available

• Publications on Census Bureau Website

• Administrative Records in the NARA Catalog

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=1950CensusAdminRecords

https://catalog.archives.gov/search?q=1950CensusAdminRecords


NARA Microfilm Publication T628, Seventeenth Census of the 

United States, 1950 (6,373 rolls) 

• Digital access only - no access to physical microfilm

• Continental U.S., Alaska, Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, Panama Canal Zone, 

Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands 

• Microfilmed in 1952 by the Bureau of the Census

• The original paper records were destroyed in 1961-1963



Form P1, 1950 Census of Population and Housing

• Form used in most of the continental U.S.

• 30 persons per page

• 6 persons answered sample questions

• Person on last sample line answered even more 

sample questions

• 5 versions of form to ensure different lines were 

sampled on different pages

• Generally similar to 1940 census – the bulk of 

the variations with 1940 are in the sample 

questions



Form P1, 1950 Census of Population and Housing

• Reverse side of form – housing questions

• Not microfilmed - therefore not part of the census 

release.

• Statistics compiled and published



Form P1, 1950 Census of Population and Housing

Key Point: 

Sheet 71 and up are people enumerated out of order 

• “Call-backs”

• “Missed persons”

• People who filled out Form P2, Individual Census Report



1950 Census - Self Enumeration

• “Household” self enumeration forms were tested in Ingham and 

Livingston Counties, Michigan, and Franklin County, Ohio. 

• “Household” and other forms were also tested in selected EDs in Genesee 

County, Michigan, and in Coshocton, Defiance, Delaware, Fulton, Henry, 

Knox, Licking, Lucas, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Richland, Van Wert, and 

Williams Counties, Ohio, but the enumerators completed the forms for 

households in those areas.  *Some EDs may also have self-enumeration.



Self Enumeration Forms 



Other 

Experimental 

Enumeration 

Forms 

P10  (left)

P11  (right)



Form P8, Indian Reservation Schedule

Name

Other Name (Indian Name)

Tribe

Clan

Degree of Indian Blood (full, 1/2, 1/4, less than ¼)

Read, write, speak English?

Read, write, speak another language?

Participated in any “native Indian ceremonies” in 1949?



Form P8, Indian Reservation 

Schedule

• Links to the Form P1 

Schedule

• ED, sheet, line numbers

• Family schedule

• 10 persons – add 2nd page if 

needed

• Not every reservation

• None – Alaska

• None – Oklahoma

• None – some others



Population Census Forms for Certain Pacific Ocean Islands

• Digital access only – no access to the paper records

• Canton [Kanton] – natives, U.S., British

• Johnston – one U.S. Navy vessel refueling

• Midway – U.S. Navy personnel & families

• Wake – U.S. Navy personnel & families

• NO other overseas records



Overseas –

Variety of 

Individual 

and Family 

Forms



Overseas –

Variety of 

Individual and 

Family Forms



Enumeration of Special Populations

• Infants

• College Students

• Transients

• Overseas Civilians and Military



Infants – Special Study of the Baby Undercount Problem

• Babies born Jan.-Mar. 1950 were recorded on P1 and on 

the P3, Infant Card

• P3 asked actual place of birth, name of hospital, type of 

attendant, maiden name of mother

• P3 cards do not exist

• Results

• 95.1 percent enumerated

• Urban & white babies more likely to be counted

• Babies with mothers with less than 7 years of school 

more likely to be missed

• No real difference between reporting of boys & girls



P3, Infant Card



College Students

• About 2.3 million college students

• Census Bureau decided to enumerate them at their “college” 

address - usual place of residence during the school year

• Census Bureau policy on college students had flip-flopped over 

time – see my blog post for details

• Still the rule today



Transients – T-Night #1 – April 11

• Tuesday, April 11, 1950

• Intense drive to cover hotels, YMCAs, and tourist courts (campgrounds).

• Enumerators were stationed at these places from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Tuesday and 

7 a.m. to 12 noon on Wednesday.

• Each person was provided an ICR (P2, Individual Census Report) for self 

enumeration - the enumerator would follow up to make sure it was returned.

• The Census Bureau transcribed the ICR information onto the Form P1 for the ED 

where they lived.



Form P2, Individual 

Census Report

• Side 1

• Trifold

• Handed out like a 

brochure



Form P2, Individual 

Census Report

• Side 2

• Trifold

• Handed out like a 

brochure



Missed Persons Forms



People Who 

Filled out 

Individual 

Census 

Reports and 

Missed 

Persons Forms 

are on the last 

page (or two 

pages) of their 

normal 

Enumeration 

District



Transients – T-Night #2 – April 13

• Thursday, April 13, 1950

• Intense drive to cover missions and “flophouses” (cheap motels where the room 

rate was under 50 cents)

• Enumerators were stationed at these places from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Thursday 

and 7 a.m. to 12 noon on Friday.

• The enumerator interviewed guests and any resident staff and employees, 

recording the information on the Form P1 - No self-enumeration



Overseas U.S. Civilians and Military
• Census Bureau obtained cooperation of U.S. Departments of State and Defense & U.S. Maritime 

Administration to achieve enumeration of people under their jurisdiction.

• Enumeration took place – but was apparently done for “informational” purposes only

• Overseas members of the Armed Forces – 301,595 (No census record)

• Overseas civilian citizens employed by the U.S. Government – 26,910 (No census record)

• Overseas families of Armed Forces personnel or civilian citizen employees – 107,350 (No census 

record)

• U.S.-Flag merchant vessel crew – 45,690 – Persons on vessels in U.S. ports likely enumerated

• Exist:  Census schedules for Canton, Johnson, Midway, and Wake Islands



Efforts to Get the Best Enumeration Possible

• Enumerator Hiring

• Special Effort to Hire Teachers

• Pre-tests, 1947-1949

• Systematic Training

• Advertising Campaign

• Missed Persons Forms

• Post-Enumeration Surveys



Advertising

Newspapers

Radio

Press Releases





History Hub website

historyhub.history.go

v









Questions?

Thanks  for  Your  Invitation! 


