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Who We Are

Founded in 1985 by journalists, public interest groups, historians,
Congressmen

Broaden public debate; press for objective classification policies;
preserve record

More than 70,000 Freedom of Information Act requests filed from
1985-2022

80+ FOI cases litigated as plaintiff, counsel, or amicus curiae
5 million pages on file; 50+ books in print by Archive staff, fellows

1999 George Polk Award: “piercing self-serving veil of government
secrecy’

Provided documents for legal cases in twelve different countries; in
Mexico, Guatemala, Uruguay, Chile, Peru, Argentina, Liberia, Sierra
Leone, Indonesia, Rwanda, Italy, and Spain.
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All Projects

Able Archer 83 Sourcebook

Afghanistan-Taliban
Brazil

Chile

China

Colombia

Cuba

Cyber Vault
Environmental Diplomacy
Genocide Documentation
Guatemala

Human Rights

Indonesia

Intelligence

Iran-U.S. Relations

Iraq

Japan

Korea

Mexico

Nuclear Vault
Nunn-Lugar

Openness in Russia and Eastern

Europe

Russia Programs
Southern Cone
Torture Archive
Vietham

Projects

Vietnam Project

The Torture Archive

Southern Cone Documentation
Project

U.S. Policy, Archives, Human Rights and Justice in the Southern
Tip of the Western Hemisphere.

Russia Programs

Opening documents, building connections, opening minds

The National Security Archive organizes
its main research activities through
projects that focus on U.S. policy
toward specific geographic regions,
significant historical episodes, or topics
of broad interest in the areas of foreign
affairs or national security. We choose
projects based on their expected
contribution to public understanding of
either a particular subject or the U.S.
policy process in general, especially if
there's a likelihood of breaking free
important new records (chiefly through
the Freedom of Information Act). Click
on the links below to view current and
past projects:
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CIA Confirmation of Area 51
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What We Have Pried Loose From the Govt

L)
¥ Z”
December 3,2001 10:40 AM
TO: Paul Wolfowitz
FROM:  Donald Rumsfeld )\
SUBJECT: Next Case
1 have a fecling we are going to have to make our case on anything we do afler
Afghanistan.
You have to get a team together and decide what we ought to say and shouldn’t
say for cach of the items in our “Way Ahcad.” }
Please do that and get back to me soon. . 2
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The CIA’s Family Jewels

(%4
o LA | HUGE C.A. OPERATION REPORTED

/ UNITED STA
Mm”"m"” R IN U.S. AGAINST ANTIWAR FORCES, = e IS
v g ] o OTHER DISSIDENTS IN NIXON YEARS i

SUBJECT:  CIA Matters

FILES ON CITIZENS [

ow York Times articles.
he President, but para-
ts which, in Colby and Warmer®

t portion of its ¢

judgment, presented legal gque . = T
s S
Colby began the masting by ribing the managemant style o o e e 82

rganizational structure,

§
8
g
hin the organization re- 9
g

Top Ten Most Interesting "Family Jewels™
Released by the CIA to the National Security Archive, June 26, 2007

1) Journalist survelllance - operation CELOTEX 1-1I (pp. 26-30)

them to report os a
side the CIA's charte
n the CIA Director
:imq to Colby, the

1973 memorandum

2) Covert mall opening, codenamed SRPOINTER / HTLINGUAL at JFK airport (pp. 28, 644-45)

3) Watergate burglar and former CIA operative E. Howard Hunt requests a lock picker (. 107)

and Warn: various

"skeloto:

4) CIA Scence and Technology Directorate Chief Carl Duckett “thinks the Director would be lll-advised to say he Is acquainted with this program” (Sidney
Gottlieb's drug experiments) (p, 213)

The “skels : as follows:

The de=
a house in

 brought to the 5) MHCHAOS documents (investigating foreign support for domestic U.S. dissent) reflecting Agency employee resentment against participation (p. 326)

6) Plan to poison Congo leader Patrice Lumumba (p. 464)

7) Report of detention of Soviet defector Yuriy Nosenko (p. 522)
8) Document describing John Lennen funding anti-war activists (p. 552)

9) MHCHAOS documents (investigating forelgn support for domestic U.S. dissent) (pp, 591-93)
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ABOUT DNSA

The Digital National Security Archive is
an invaluable online collection of more
than 100,000 declassified records
documenting historic U.S. policy
decisions.

DNSA provides authoritative access to
the original documents—most of them
formerly classified and previously
unavailable—that underlie the crucial
decisions facing presidents from Harry
Truman to Barack Obama.

Researchers can directly access the
documents that shaped responses to
issues ranging from the origins of the
Cold War to the terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon,

Digital National Security Archive

Documenting the making of U.S. foreign and national security policy

Login if you are a subscriber
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LATEST PUBLICATIONS

The Afghanistan War and the United States, 1998-2017

Covering the key periods of the 20-year U.S. war in Afghanistan, this
timely collection provides researchers with a trove of revealing
primary documents, chiefly from the Bush and Obama years.
Largely the product of decades of Freedom of Information Act
requests and appeals, these records obtained from the State Department, CENTCOM,
the Defense Intelligence Agency, and other agencies detail many of the problems
that bedeviled the American-led occupation, including reconstruction efforts,
diplomatic relations with the Afghan government, Pakistan's double-sided games,
Taliban-al Qaeda relations, corruption, and narcotics.

The Diplomacy of Climate Change: U.S. Policy from the Montreal
Protocol to the Paris Agreement, 1981-2015

This timely collection is unrivaled in its scope and the quality of its
primary sources exploring one of the pivotal issues of our era.
Covering 35 years of key developments and controversy, it details

Ask your library to subscribe or request a free trial

Z HcHoicE

i OUTSTANDING :
% ACADEMICTITLE /;

Choice Magazine (ACRL) names the
Digital National Security Archive an
“outstanding academic title for 2018”

PRAISE FOR DNSA

"I am especially grateful for the work of
the National Security Archive ... The
Archive is a national treasure. Its digit
collections proved invaluable to my
research.”




Recent Work

o:mssmg sara
Snonlake m & Declass Din, WHS
Date: SEP 22 00
SEERET - THE AFGHANISTAN PAPERS A secret history of the war
%15 AM
APRIL 17, 2002
T Dasiig Feith
ce Paul Wolfowitz
Gen. Dick Myers
Gien. Peie Pace k
Doug Feith
FROM Donald Rumsfeld ) e : . -
SUBJECT:  APGEANISTAN U.S. officials constantly said they were making progress. They were not, and they knew it,
an exclusive Post investigation found.
| may be impatent, In fact | know I'm 2 bat impatsent. But the fact that iran and Russa

huve plans for Alghanistan and we don't concerms me. | Keep getting an answer that “the KONAR PROVINCE, 2010 (Moises Saman/Magnum Photos)
Deputies are working on ™ Well | can 't belicve that il takes that many manths to figure

it ot

11 thas were something DoD could do alone, we could get ot done. Apparenthy it 5 not
something that vequires an interagency process. Once it goes into the interagency
Process, it sinks out of sight

What do you propose we do? How do we get control of the levers so that we can
millusnge what's gowng on” How do we decide whal ought 10 happen, and then el all the
military. diplomatic. humanilanan threats comng through the needic-head?
(&) EQ 12958 1 4(c)<25¥rs

‘What do we do about finding out wi
-'W'hll do we do about improving our iflucnce n the Sout

‘e are never going to yet the LS, malitary oul of
Afghamistan uinless we take care io see that there 15 someihing going on that will provide
the stabalify that will be necessary for us 1o leave.

beipt

DA am

LAY

X04942 /03 confidential trove of government documents obtained by The

Washington Post reveals that senior U.S. officials failed to tell the truth
D S @aM-23 10

about the war in Afghanistan throughout the 18-year campaign, making

rosy pronouncements they knew to be false and hiding unmistakable evidence the

war had become unwinnable.
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After Ayotzinapa Podcast Wins Prestigious Journalism Award

After Ayotzinapa
CHAPTER 1: THE MISSING 43 CHAPTER 3: ALL SOULS
G = — B
Listen to "After Ayotzinapa" Listen to "After Ayotzinapa"
Chapter 1: The Missing 43 Chapter 3: All Souls

Despues de
‘Ayotzinapa

&
\

After Ayotzinapa

CHAPTER 2: THE COVER-UP

iica Bl Reveal | ADIOINDE

Listen to "After Ayotzinapa™ "Después de Ayotzinapa" Podcast
A R ' H I Chapter 2: The Cover-Up




Filming Armageddon: Air Force Movies Depict U.S. Preparations for Nuclear War
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WITNESSES: MODERNIZING THE GOVERNMENT’S
CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Liberty & National National Security Information Security Cato Institute
Security Program Archive Oversight Office

€

/'?’ '
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.4 HOMELAND SECURITY
CHAIRMAN PETERS —/m—/@™™@™X X @ *GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
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How Much Overclassification?

“'T'ﬂﬂﬁﬁh"ﬂ“ — Ervian Griswold, Former Solicitor General of the Umited States (who
prosecuted the Pentagon Papers case in 1971), quoted in the Washington Post, February
15, 1989

“S50-50" - Carol A Haave, Deputy Undersecratary of Defense for
Counterintelligence and Security, August 24, 2004 hearing of this Subcommittes,

“Even hl‘:}"ﬂll[l S0%™ -1 William Leonard, Director of the Information
Security Oversight Office, Mational Archives and Records Administranon, August 24,
200K heaning of this Subcommittes

60% -- Information Security Classificanon Appeals Panel rulings for declassification
against agency claims of secrecy. according to J. William Leonard testimony, August 24,
200 (“60-some-odd percent of the timea the panel will overnide an agency's
determination in whole or in part”™)

75% -- Thomas H. K.zan, Chair of the 911 Commission and former Governor of New
Jersey, quoted in Cox Mews Service, July 21, 2004 (“Three-quarters of what [ read that
wis classified shouldn’t have been™).

9% -- Rodney B. McDaniel, executive secretary of the National Secunty Council
under Prezident Reagan, quoted in Movnihan Commission report (1997), p. 36, saving
only 10% of classification was for “legitimate protection of secrets.”

“Laughable if it wasn’t so insulting” - Senator Trent Lot (R-
Mississippi), on the CLA's redaction of the Senate Intelligence Committes report on Lraq
weapons of mass destruction, quoted in Cox Mews Service, July 21, 2004,




£ 40 & 30Vd

UNCLASSIFIED ==

UNCLASSIFIED -
: -SEGRET /2 T SECRET
:
1o ° Gen -mgusbo mggm Ugarts
* » T MB
‘, AT # t =_‘; § 1975
1 .
BIOGRAPHIC DATA : cHLe 9 TE/WD) Intemal: Cen
3 . : Pinochet is conservative in bis polit
L Gen Augusto m’ecm uaart: ' thinking, It T3 belleved that he remained basically n‘pmt:czl du:::; the
| Tannary 1975 - administration of President Allende, viewing the government oa legally and
0 3 \ Gen Angusto Ploochet Uarte " . i constitutionally elocted. Pinochet enjoyed the cczplete confidence of
“e-nwo : " s ! ' . %’ Eduardo Frel Montalve (President, 1964-1970).
(U) .POSITION: President (chief of state since 12 | “r t (o7 frr—PERSONAL DATA:

Sept 1973; position officially named President of
the Government Junta, 12 Sept 1973-June 1974
Swpreme Chief of the Hatlon and Head of the
Executive Branch June-Dec l?rlu President since 18
Dee 1974); and Commander in Chief of the Army (since
2k Avg 1973).

~{54=2) _SIGNIFICANCE: ~Cen Pinochet, an intelligent,
embitious, professionally competent and experienced
Infantry officer, is widely edmired and respected Ly
fellew officers. He became President and the strongest merber of the
G Junte (cemposed of the four service conmanders) follewing the
11 Sept 1973 militery coup, the firat in Chile since 1931, which overthrew
the govermment of Marxist-Sccialist Salvador Allende Gossens (President,
1970-1973). In June 1974, ‘the Junta strusture changed and Pinochet beeame
kead of the executive branch of the government, while continuing as head of
the Juntz, which became the legislmtive branch. Gen Pinocheb would have
vreferred thes the Armed Forces, end particulerly the Army, remain in
their traditional role as = professional, apslitical force that does not
involve itoelf with partisan politics. The deteriorating economic end
rolitleal situstion, however, forced Finochet reluctantly to join in the
nilitary interventlon, The Junta abolisbed Congress and g)l political
parties but-claims to be moving towards a retwn to demoeracy. It is
nost concerned with rebullding Chile, especially the econcmy; cbtaining
foreign axms purchases and making other preparations against the threat of
war with Peru; and improving Chile's world image regarding human rights.

TS/ 158y  POLITICS:

“fofts) Internabional: Anti-Commmnist end anti-Cuban, Gen
Finochet has alvayz epoken favorsbly of, and desires to keep close ties
with, the United States. Xe has twice travelled to the U,8, He favors
the acquisition of U.S, equipment and the training of Chilean military
personnel in U,5. service schools., He shares the commen concern of most
Chilean Army officers over the threat of a possible invaeion of Chile by
Feru. Pinochet has served as en Instructor at the Ecuadorean Army War
College and has travelled to Mexico and the Canal Zone.

UNCLASSIFIED

PRt

i

R o )

(0) Birth: 25 Wov 1915 in valparafec, Chile.

| =¢f¥FD) Fanily: Wife, Lucfa Hieriart Rodrfmuez de Pinochet {born
about 1926; of Fr ancestry; Roman Catholic; married ebouk Tﬁ?};{
chaxming, attractive; socially at ease; family is very close; has long
been interested in and directed a Catholle msaistance program for
illegitinate childven; in 1973 allegedly atrongly dencunced the then
Army Commander in Chief, Carleos Prate Gonzdles, for his "1 "
relat-lona‘.hi with Presidént Allends). Children (5): Iucfa (£), born
sbout 194 (married; is an infant-welfare specialist); Augusto (m),
born about 146 (& military officer); Marfa Verdniea (f), born sboub
1950 (married; iz a ¢ gmer); Marco Antonic Em), born shout

er progr
- A957; Jacqueline Marie (f), born sbout 1959, Ome dmughter llived with

‘her husband, an engineer, in Panama,

~£{efEs) Descripbion; Caucasian. Large build (5'10", 180 1bs):
doxk brown haiT, green eyes, oval face; fair complexion; has & mustach

wears glasses for reading; quiet; wild-mennered; very 'bua:l.ueaanl:;. 'Ih;-y

honest, hard werking, dedicated. A devoted, tolerant husband and father;
lives very modestly. Drinks secotch and plsco sours; smokes elgarettes;
likes parties. Sports ‘interests are fenolng, boxing, and horseback
riding. Member of Geographic Soclety of Chile, He ia well known as o
nilitary geographer and has suthored three geography books, at least cne
of which is used as a secondary~school textbook, Enjoys discussing world
nilitary problems and woudd respond t© a frank, man~to-man approach.

{U) ZLenguages: HNative Spanieh, some Frepch end English,

(U) ‘Religion: Reman Catholie,

(U) Decorations: Colcmbian Order of Merit General Josd Marfa
Cifrdoba. Ecuadoresn Abddn Calderen Star {Gold), Peruvian Military Ord

er
of Ayacucho, Chileen Military Star of the Armed Forces (Crand Ster for Military
Merit, for 30 years! servicg); Goddess Minerva Medsl; Minerva Medal,

CUSIRED By
E

* CEIMPTION CATEGOAY NO GN DISSEM
DECLASSITY OX SE

e

e

- 2
UNCLASSIFERCH D1ssEm

e

- Declassified by DIA
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" CHILE
Gen Augusto PINOCHEY Ugarte

SECRET- - _ Tetigry 1975

(b)(1)

BIOGRAPHIC DATA CHILE
Gen Augusto PINOCHET Ugarke
. Jamery 1975

~{o/MEDY PERSONAL DATA:

%U) NAME: Gen Augnsto Pinochet Ugarte

pee-noh-CHET), Amy. - 77 (U) Birth: 25 Nov 1015 in Valparafso, Chile.

—{64ED} Family: Wife, Iucfa Hieriart Rodriguez de Pinochet (born
about 19263 of French ancestry; Romsn Catholics married abowh 19h3;

(U) POSITION: President (chief of state since 12
Sept 1973; position officially nemed President of
the Govermment Junta, 12 Sept 1973-June 19745

Supreme Chief of the Nation and Head of the b))
Execubilve Branch June-Dec 197h; President since 18 &
D]ee 1974 ) and Commander in Chief of the Army (since (b)6)
4 . :
&4 fug 1313) - . Children (5): Imefa (£), born
() - Augngto (m),
)] 1973 ica (£), born. about
- Marco Antonic {m), born Sbout

b)(1
oI e became President and the strongest member of the f), born about 1959,

- Government Junta (composed of the four serviee commanders) following the - : ] . .
180 1bs);

11 gept 1973 military coup, the first in Chile since 1931, which overthrew .
the government of Marxist-Socialist Salvador Allende Gomsens (President, . . ~£8AFB3= Degeription: Cauecasien, Large build {5'10",
dark brown hair, green eyes, oval face; Talr vomplexion; bag a mustache;

1970-1973). In June 1974, the Junta structure changed and Pincchet became
head of the executive branch of the government, while coptinuing, as head of
the Junta, which became the legislative branch, (b)1)

wears glasses for reading; quiet; )1y

Member of Geographic Society of Chils. -He is well known. as o
military geographer and has authored three geography booka, at least ome

The Junta sbolished Congress and all political
e moving towards a return to democracy, It ig

. of which is used as a secondary-school textbook, .
parties bu almg %o be pavn -
most concerned with rebuilding Chile, eiecislly the ecuucmi- (b)(1)

(U) Ienguages: Native Spanish, some French end English.

(U) Religion: Roman Catholic.

~t5AB)- POLTTICS:

: (U} Decorations: Colambian Order of Merit Ceneral josd Marfa
PR Cdrdcba, Tcuadorean Abddn Celderon Star (Gold)., Peruvien Military Order’
of Ayacucho, Chilean Military Star of the Armed Forces (Grand Star for Military

()1 Merit, for 30 years' service); Goddess Minerva Medsl; Minerva Medal.

He shares the common concern of most
Chilean Army officers over the threat of o possible invasion of Chile by

Pexu. Pinochet has served as an Instructor at the Bevadorean Army War
College and hag travelled ta Mexico and the Canal Zone.

" -
-NO-FOREIGN-DISSEM-
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addnuien Zavdds
under provisions m;,oﬂma Q
<y D. Van Tassel, National Sezurity Caux

(Fo4-

*es zesendinj note of 01,/21,/87 11:55 2
fo: NLGLG - CPUr ‘Colin L. Powvall UBA=P ==CFU2 Coliu L, 20wel)
U : williaw 4. “ock2ll

« JBJ : (ran=-Tray

Frank opened the discussion by ruviewiny the snopping list of

possible U7 actions which Pick Murghy had brought over last

evening. He said nennis oss would be coordinatiny with Rica

sraitagje so Trank could brief the President today.

sap felt it clearly wvas time to drop any pretense ot even~handedness.

we should no lomger talk about ending the wvar "with no winners or

losers.% lran is the aggressor in this case; and ve should not
only be supportive of Jray, but should be seen to be supportive,
~his is an opyortunity to recoup some of our standing in the
region and reyain credibility with the Arab states. hith regard
to accalaerating arrival of the CVBG in the IC, Cap pointed out
that if ve are goiug to do it, we should take action now, since
it will take a vhile for the pattle group to transit. Deifense
would pot want to put the carrier imto the Persian Guli, but
having it on station in the Northern Arabian Sea made sense.

‘fhiz led to a

fecIntn

discussion ot thes FHS deot restructuring issuve. The probles is
basically a political on frank observed, 7Y{ we provide relie:
+gypt and othors, the domestic program constituencies will be up in
arms, and the heat tr the hill will be intense, Caf cobpnented
thers are sound pational security reasons frome trying to provide
srygypt some debt reliet, “gypt is critical to the nideast peace
process; and in a contingency, ve could well require Xgyptian
cooperdation in the matter of bases, or other support. Cap said he
intended to raise the FHY dept issue with the President, and urge

him to Airect Raker to be more forthcoming Even if domestic
pressures preclude our doing any more, it wvould be useful tor the
~dministration to te seen (by .gyptians) as at least atteapting to
provide yreatar relief, (Prank asked me to obtain talking points for
thn President to use vith vap, J passed the reguiremsent to Steve
FTarrar who has provided them to Bob Pwargon.,) Discussion then
returned to the issue of Jurpay's shopping list. Prank costinued

to go throuyh the itess, and Cap was generally supportive and
reiterated his viev that we snouald not only tak
“rag but ensure that the assistance is visible.

-

for a symsbolic jasture
neads with the Irayis aight be a good approache.
tne discussion ended on »lt note.

A

Cap agreeed, and
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“wsunding note of 01/21,67 11:55
FoG3G e e Tolin L. Fowell NSWRP  w=CFUR Colin L. Povel
4e Cocrell

Fog! U
NOYY FIOM: Willia

SCRJILC YT Arane Y
Transk opened the discuss
ponsible Uf actions whic
evaniny, He said
raitage so tr

ion by reviewinyg the Soopping list ox
h Dick Sucrphy had brought over last

Ieanis & vould be coordinating with sich
could br the Fresident today.

or

losers, Tran i3 the aggressor in this case; and wve &hould not
only ne sopportive cof Yrag, but should be seon to bo sugportive.
“ais is an opportunity to recoup sowe of our standing in to
region an1 reyain credioility with the trab st With regard
to acceleratinyg arrival of the CVBG in tae IO P #ointed out
that if we are going to do it, ve sbould take tion pow, since

At vill take a vhile for the hattle group to transit, Defense
vould not want to zut the carrier into the Pe but
naving it on station in Sorthern Azxa » ade sense,
Somwone ask vhether thers is a non~nuclear battle group presently
in the Hed that could be used for the I0., Ho ope knew wbather one
or _bo of thw cacri nov in t Hed weore nuclear

transit. @)('3
she jrobles

is
sica a poli o we p ide relief for
= too dowestic proyr will be up in @Xl)l
ALRS, and tha nedt from the hill will be iutensw. ‘s.‘ conaented that
. trying ¢t

tooce rovide

raturned to the i1csue of Mucphy's shopping
to §go through the itess, 4 Cap

twditaorated his wi ba 1

+fag but onsuce t "Zven if they
aon't unsad (U.5.) S, we should t offer,* he felt, to
iwpross on the Trayis our bona f£ides and show the other Arabs as
walil T we want to be supporti Others were not sure that

an arms sale orter 1d be appropriate, or that it wculd play well
politically beure. 1There vould be s.SCOPthI cobless, Some vould
Sujgest it vas a ploy by the President to deflect critici of the
LEAn arms deal. .n inconclusive discussion ed aboot the
legality of providing ar to thé Iragis through third parties,
wtCs .0 ONE w43 sure bov the lav msight constrain our authorizing
6" countries %o tr fer US eqaipsent to Iraq, d the
arms would be essentially a sysbolic gesture. T Iraygd la
is not lack of weayons, but one of leadership and

stiffen thee up soam way. frank obse 1 that 1

for a syabolic gasture, the sending of

noeods vith taa Jcagi
tho discassion ended o

X X



Our Tools: FOIA and MDR
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How to File a FOIA Request

Available for free at

i = http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/nsa/foia/foia_gui
e EF FECTIVE de/foia_guide_full.pdf

= [FOTA
REQUESTING
for EVERYONE

A National Security
Archive Guide
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The FOIA Process in a Nutshell

FOIA request

sent to an
agency

y

Agency asks Agency acknowledges
for clarfication | | receiving your request

v !

Requester
amends
request

Agency releases | ~nfull | o oo
== documents... => | cosed

...in part
or not at all

J

Agency .. positively | More, but not
responds to —— always all,
appeal... documents
released
i till not
... negativel S
@ & Y @ satisfied?

Agency
denies appeal,
no new ==

documents released
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Which Documents are “FOIA”-able?

* Documents produced by Federal agencies. (State,
Military, CIA, NSA, etc.)

» Presidential Documents (five years after the President
leaves oftice.)

* Not documents from the Legislative or Judicial Branch.
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9 FOIA Exemptions

* (1) National defense or foreign policy

* (2) internal personnel rules and agency
practices

* (3) information exempted by statute
* (4) trade secrets, commercial or financial info

* (5) inter-agency or intra-agency
communications

* (6) personal privacy

* (7) law enforcement
 (8) agencies regulating financial institutions
* (9) geological and geophysical data

NATIONAL
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May I Appeal?

You may appeal “any adverse determination,”
including:
— Records withheld in whole or in part (FOIA exemptions)
— Delay
— No records or inadequate search

— Denial of fee waiver, preferred fee status, or expedited
processing

— Rejection of request
— Glomar response
— Other decision that will impede access to records

Agency response letter should inform you of right to
appeal and specific requirements for appeal.
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Should I appeal?

 1/3 of all requests that are appealed get more information

released.
 This means the government is improperly withholding
information 1 out of 3 times.
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Always Appeal

e Show that similar information and documents have
already been released.

» Show that release of information is in the public interest.
» Argue segrability.
« Common sense often wins the Day.

NATIONAL
SECURITY
ARCHIVE




Should I file a FOIA or MDR Request?

FIGURE 4.2: MDR VERSUS FOIA

Is your request for a single Yes ———p Consider filing an MDR
document or a very narrow
series of documents?

Mg ——® Must file a FOIA

Yes ——» May file an MDR
Is the information you are
requesting security classified?

Ng ——® Must file o FOIA

Are you likely to litigate if the

agency continues to withhold the ————p Yes ————— Should file a FOIA
documents after appeal?

Does the oagency have a Consider filing an MDR [unless
significant backleg, and is it ——p Yes ———p you plan to litigate after agency
likely to take longer than one misses 20 day deadline)

year to process your request?
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Good Resources

« National Security Archive collections
» Newspaper articles

 Memoirs

* Congressional testimony

 Press briefings

 Pull slips at the National Archive

« Think like a bureaucrat. Notes, briefings,
background papers, briefing books.
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