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My origin story
• Started work with government publications in 

1965 as Reference Assistant, Legislative 
Reference Service, Library of Congress

• Government documents course, graduate school

• Experience in documents as Reference Librarian 
(West Virginia State Library and Oberlin College)

• Full time in documents beginning 1970 until 
retirement in 2007 (Univ. of Northern Iowa, 
College of William and Mary, Yale University)

• First DLC meeting, Fall 1974, in Alexandria; 
served on Council 1983-85.

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Aug/Dec 1982, no. 53/54, page 1.



Why Council was created

Depository Library Act of 1962

Government Publishing in 1960s

Impact of Environmental Conditions on GPO and Libraries



Issues addressed by GPO and 
libraries in the first 10 years

What was to be included in the Depository program

In what formats were publications to be distributed



Improvements in the primary 
access point, Monthly Catalog

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Oct 1974, no. 6, page 1

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=23%3Bownerid=113507806-27


Council communication patterns



More professional librarians 
on GPO staff

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Oct 1980, no. 42, page 1

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=199%3Bownerid=113507806-203


Newsletters to Depository librarians: Public Documents Highlights, 
followed by Administrative Notes



Workshops, inspections, and 
open forums at Council meetings

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Feb 1978, no. 26, p. 1

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=111%3Bownerid=113507806-115


Benefits that Council provided for 
depository librarians

Mentoring
opportunities 

Networking 

Education

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Feb 1983, no. 56, page 4

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=286%3Bownerid=113507806-290


Benefits that Council provided for 
depository librarians

Opportunities for observing and 
participating in development of 
public information policies

Friendships and support among 
colleagues 

Image source: Public Documents Highlights, Feb 1977, no. 20, page 1

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/nyp.33433065643623?urlappend=%3Bseq=83%3Bownerid=113507806-87


Gov Docs origin story…

Visit to GPO, March 2012

Depository Library Council:

● 1993-1996 (Chair, 1996)

● 2009-2012

● 2016-2017

Gov Docs positions:

● University of Florida - student assistant

● Florida State University - TA

● University of Colorado - Librarian

● Brown University - FDL Coordinator…



DLC by the Numbers
106 meetings (beginning February 2, 1973)

27 different states (including DC)

34 different cities

22 virtual meetings (15 all-virtual, 7 hybrid, began in 2012)

250 members of DLC

52 chairs of DLC (3 people served more than one term)



Meeting Locations of the DLC, 1973-2023

= 1 meeting

= 2-4 meetings

= 16-33 meetings

= 0 meetings



A sampling of DLC contributions to FDLP…
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DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement
DLC Committees and Working Groups

● Often included non-DLC members
● Addressed key issues affecting FDLs and the program
● Opportunities to work with and learn from others while making 

substantive contributions to the FDLP’s mission, operations, 
outreach

● Some topics/issues included:

○ Micro-reproduction
○ Cataloging/metadata standards
○ Operational procedures
○ Regional issues
○ Program structure and vision

○ Inclusion of electronic materials
○ Migration to electronic dissemination
○ Digital deposit
○ National collection
○ Attrition and retention of FDLs



DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement

GPO/FDLP Pilot Projects

● Opportunities for local FDLs to 
provide practical input in key areas 
of study or experimentation

● DLC has worked with GPO to 
identify prospective partner 
libraries



DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement

Open Forum Q & A 
and Discussions

● Chance to raise 
questions, concerns, 
issues for feedback 
from depository 
community members

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet, GPO Photographer



DLC Role in Facilitating Community Engagement

Coffee with Council

● Held during DLC/FDLC meeting 
breaks

● Informal opportunities to meet 
new colleagues, network with 
others, share experiences, etc.

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet



GPO and DLC: 
my origin story

What’s your 
origin story?



Depository 
Library 
Council 

meetings
for a new 
librarian

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet



Librarian engagement
Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

• Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO 
were willing to listen to librarians
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Librarian engagement
Meetings offered great engagement for new librarians

• Open forums during meetings made clear that DLC and GPO 
were willing to listen to librarians

• Demonstrated transparency in decision-making
• Closer to community meetings than traditional library meetings
• Hundreds of librarians from across the country came to learn 

and share 
• Energy and urgency around the DLC and GPO 
• The promise of having an impact on the government



For the chat:
What’s a specific memorable 
experience you had at a 
DLC/GPO meeting?



Librarian professional development
GPO and DLC offered great professional development 

• GPO’s Depository Librarian boot camps for new librarians–
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Librarian professional development
GPO and DLC offered great professional development 

• GPO’s Depository Librarian boot camps for new librarians–
great chance to learn about agencies and their documents

• Many librarians presented and participated–there was a path 
to visibility in the profession

• Early adopter of new forms of electronic materials
• Early engagement in issues of access and use regarding 

electronic materials



Gov Docs origin story…

Marie Concannon as Gov Docs GLA in MU Library, 1988. 

Photo taken in library reference collection.

Positions:

● University of Missouri Library Documents Dept.

○ Graduate Library Assistant,1987-1989

○ Gov Docs Librarian, 2000-

○ Head of Government Documents, 2008-present

■ DLC councilor, 2013-2015 (Chair, 2015)

● State Historical Society of Missouri, 1989-2000



Gov Docs origin story…

In my  new job as Documents Librarian, 2000.

I’m standing in front of the Docs shelflist..

It was at the Historical Society 

that I developed an interest in 

preservation of materials.

I came back to MU’s Docs 

department in 2000 and have 

remained ever since. 



After 50 years, 
here are some of the takeaways…



They work closely throughout the decision-making process, 
beginning, middle and end. 

DLC and GPO are most effective when…



DLC and GPO are most effective when…

Their work remains aligned with the FDLP mission.

The mission of the FDLP

is to provide for no-fee ready and 

permanent public access to 

Federal Government information, 

now and for future generations.



They are vigilant about government information 
that eludes the FDLP system, for whatever reason.

DLC and GPO are most effective when…



Source: Report to the Chairman, Joint Committee on Printing: Government Printing Office’s 

Depository Library Program, U.S. GAO Report, SuDoc GA 1.13:AFMD-85-19, p. 1.

Distribution in 1983:



They have the courage to ask tough questions 
on behalf of the community.

DLC is most effective when…



DLC is most effective when…

Councilors know how to negotiate the fine line between 
their advisory role and political advocacy.



DLC is most effective when…

Senior DLC councilors mentor the incoming members and 
take time to tell them what they need to know.



DLC is most effective when…

Councilors make efforts to understand FDLP libraries of all 
types and budgets  – and also the users of those libraries.



DLC is most effective when…

Councilors see DLC as more than service to the profession.
It is service to the country.



GPO is most effective when…

They encourage innovative suggestions and welcome 
robust debate.



GPO is most effective when…

They work well with outside organizations that also 
focus on government information preservation and access.

● Hathi Trust 

● The Internet Archive

● Open the Government

● Congressional Data Coalition

● Project On Government Oversight 

● Government Information Watch

● Preservation of Electronic Government Information (PEGI) Project

● More…



GPO is most effective when…

They take visible steps toward change soon after 
hearing from the community.



GPO is most effective when…

When they let us know the limits of their capacity, 
and encourage leadership among the community.



Image based on: Dr. Suess’ 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas, 

Internet Movie Database (IMDB)

https://m.imdb.com/title/tt0060345/medi

aviewer/rm2222490624



The FDLP is most effective when…

Libraries take an active role in any way they can.

● GPO Preservation Partners
● Shared housing agreements
● Find more unreported documents
● Organize programming in your library





The mission of the Federal Depository Library 
Program is to provide for no-fee ready and 
permanent public access to Federal Government 
information, now and for future generations.
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Thank you

Photo credit: Aaron Sweet



Questions and comments
Photo credit: Aaron Sweet


