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A free email-based service where 
librarians and specialists answer 
your research and reference 
questions. 

Request a Research Consultation or orientation for groups and/or individuals

Ask a Librarian at ask.loc.gov



Established in 1800 by an act of Congress, the 
Library collections include over 171+ million items, in 
460+ languages.  The collections of the world’s 
largest library grows by about 10-15,000 items 
per day. 

The Library of Congress is Your Library







Reading Rooms & Research Centers
The Gateways to the Collections 

From the Reading Rooms: 
Librarians, Archivists, 
Historians, Subject & Format 
Collection Specialists, Digital 
Collections, Research Guides, 
Blogs, Event Videos and more! 

The Jefferson 
Building

General and International 
Collections 

• Main Reading Room 
• Asian
• Hispanic 
• European 
• African and Middle 

Eastern

The Madison Building

• The Law Library of 
Congress

• Newspaper and Current 
Periodical 

• Geography & Map 
• Manuscript 
• Moving Image 
• Performing Arts 
• Prints & Photographs 
• Recorded Sound
• Copyright 

ASK.LOC.GOV

The Adams Building
 
• Science & Business (5th 

Floor)

Special Collections
  
• Rare Book & Special 

Collections 
• American Folklife Center 
• Veterans History Project 



The Jefferson 
Building

Opened 1897 



Main Reading Room 









The four international reading 
rooms: African and Middle 
Eastern (top left), Asian (top 
right), European (bottom left), 
and Hispanic (bottom right).

International 
Collections

blogs.loc.gov/international-collections

Over half of the book and serial 
collections are in languages other 
than English. 



Genji Monogatari (Tale of Genji)
by Murasaki Shibuku (978?-), 
Japanese poet, lady-in waiting. 
This illustrated, woodblock 
print edition is from the 
collections of the Library of 
Congress. Produced in Kyoto in 
the mid-17th century.

loc.gov/collections/japanese-rare-books

loc.gov/research-centers/asian
Asian Reading Room

More than 4 million physical items in approximately 200 languages and dialects



African & Middle Eastern Reading Room
loc.gov/rr/amed/

The African Section
The Hebraic Section
The Near East Section

School exercise tablet, Cuneiform tablet no. 35

Al-Jins Al-Latif (Cairo) 1908 -1921



Hispanic Reading Room 
loc.gov/research-centers/hispanic

Romy Medeiros da Fonseca papers 
(Brazillian lawyer and feminist)

Portinari Mural, Hispanic Reading Room.

Digital Collections including Web Archives

Ruth Behar models “Otra piel para otra 
entraña (Another Skin for My Insides.)



European Reading Room
loc.gov/rr/european/

Extensive holdings of French Feminist periodicals and press 
including feminist pamphlets by Claire Démar
Post-Soviet Ephemera Collection
Communist International Archives
Pamphlet (“Cold War”) Collection

Femina. 1909. Hutsul Women, Ukraine, 1920. 



Rare Book and Special Collections
loc.gov/research-centers/rare-book-and-special-collections

Susan B. Anthonys copy of A vindication of 
the rights of woman: with strictures on 
political and moral subjects, 1792. 

Selection of LGBTQIA+ Artist Books, Pride in the Library, 2017.Many first edition novels 
of importance to 
LGBTQIA+ and women’s 
publishing history



Litha Lowe piecing a quilt top

Alan Lomax Collection Quilts and Quiltmaking in America, 1978 to 1996

Eloise Hubbard Linscot

American Folklife Center



Veterans History Project

The "1330" Gang just before we went to "Gas," 
Lackland AFB, Texas. Agnes Helen Patterson 
Collection.

loc.gov/programs/veterans-history-project/



The Adams Building
Science and Business Reading RoomOpened 1939



Gloria Hollister in a helmet, no date. Photograph from the Gloria 
Hollister Anable papers, 1916-2003. Manuscript Division, Library of 
Congress

From the Indianapolis 
Times, June 15, 1933. Home 
Edition, Second Edition. 
From Chronicling America 
Digital Newspaper



The Madison Building
Manuscript
Performing Arts 
Newspaper & Current Periodical
Moving Image 
Recorded Sound
Prints & Photographs 
Law Library 
Copyright

Opened 1980



Law Library

Rare Books & 
Special 
Collections  
including 
incunabula, 
Medieval and 
Early Modern 
Manuscript Books

State Law 
Resources

Federal Law 
Materials

United States 
Congressional 
Serial Set

Illus. in: United States. Dept. of the Interior. Report on the 
United States and Mexican boundary survey ... by William 
H. Emory. 34th Cong., 1st sess. House Ex Doc. 135. Law 
Library.

The Law Library has a collection of over 2.9 million volumes spanning 
all systems and periods of law and covering all the nations of the 
world. Many materials can be requested online!

A treatise on the Muhammedan 
law…"The rights of women, and the 
laws of matrimony.” Law Library.

Malleus Maleficarum, 1494. 

Illus. in: United States. Dept. of the Interior. Report 
on the United States and Mexican boundary survey 
... by William H. Emory. 34th Cong., 1st sess. House 
Ex Doc. 135.

loc.gov/research-centers/law-library-of-congress



Politicians, Activists & 
Organizations

League of Women Voters
NAACP
Blackwell Family Papers
Bayard Rustin
Frank Kameny
Lilli Vincenz
Paul Kuntzler
Carrie Chapman Catt 
Anna E Dickinson
Rachel Carson 

Scholars, Writers, 
Explorers, 
Workers and 
Artists…
 
Amelia Earhart 
Margaret Mead
Edna St Vincent 
Millay
Truman Capote
Walt Whitman 
Mary Oliver
Eva Le Gallienne
Alla Nazimova
Mary Oliver

Virginia General Court 1622-29,  
Proceedings for Thomasine Hall 
(1628),  Intersex Indentured Servant, 
Thomas Jefferson Papers, 
Manuscript Division. 

Manuscript Reading Room
With more than twelve thousand collections and over seventy-three 
million items, the collections touch upon nearly every aspect of American 
history and culture. 

loc.gov/collections/anna-e-dickinson-papers

Flyer from Frank Kameny Papers



Prints & Photographs Reading Room
loc.gov/rr/print/

Bessie Smith, 1936, Van Vechten Collection. 

More than 15 million images including photographs, 
historical prints, posters, cartoons, documentary 
drawings, fine prints, and architectural and 
engineering designs.

Prints and Photographs Online Catalog: 
loc.gov/pictures 

Kay Tobin Lahusen and Barbara Gittings Delta Queen Series

Dorothy Arzner and her partner Marion Morgan



Performing Arts Reading Room
Survey, LGBTQ+ Artists Represented in the Performing Arts Special Collections 
in the Library of Congress Music Division

instruments and more...

Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation Collection.

loc.gov/events/concerts-from-the-library-of-congress/

Lyric sketches for “Seasons of Love” with 
math calculations. 12 / 1, Larson Papers, 
Music Division.

Doing the math for RENT the musical!

Florence Klotz Collection, Library of Congress 
Music Division.

https://www.loc.gov/rr/perform/pdf/lgbtq-performing-arts-library-of-congress.pdf?loclr=blogmus
https://www.loc.gov/rr/perform/pdf/lgbtq-performing-arts-library-of-congress.pdf?loclr=blogmus


The National Screening Room
American Archive of Public Broadcasting
Jazz on the Screen Database
Online Selections from the National Film Registry
American Silent Feature Film Database
NBC Television Collection 
Margaret Mead Collection
United Artists Collection
Captured Foreign Collections
American Film Institute Collections

Moving Image Reading Room
loc.gov/rr/mopic/

1.4 million+ moving image items, including feature 
films, shorts, serials, newsreels, cartoons, 
documentaries, educational films, television 
programs, and commercials.



Recorded Sound Research Center
Oral histories, radio archives, interviews, music, poetry and spoken word...

Archive of Recorded 
Poetry and Literature 
features recorded poetry by 
legends like Audre Lorde, James 
Baldwin, and Adrienne Rich

loc.gov/research-centers/recorded-sound

Woman with Headphones. Underwood & Underwood

Hawn, Zena S. – Composer. Victor 
Military Band.

https://www.loc.gov/collections/archive-of-recorded-poetry-and-literature/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/archive-of-recorded-poetry-and-literature/


Geography & Map Reading Room

 

Hmong hand-stitched story cloth 
maps of mainland Southeast Asia.

Fitz globe. Manufactured by Ginn & Heath 
using the globe mount system patented by 
Ellen Eliza Fitz, 1879. 

Clarkson and Mary Biddle. ...Plan of the improved part of the 
city [Philadelphia]. 1762.

loc.gov/research-centers/geography-and-map



Newspaper & Current Periodical Reading Room 
•18,979 rare 18th century volumes
•25,000 non-U.S. titles from 179+ countries
•37,954 bound newspaper volumes
•50,000 portfolio issues
•9,000 titles published in all U.S. states and territories 
spanning 1690-present
•785,000 microfilm reels
•7.1 million loose issues
•20 million digitized pages in Chronicling America

loc.gov/research-centers/newspaper-and-current-periodical

New York Journal and Related Titles, 1896 to 1899
Detail from www.loc.gov/rr/video-tutorials.html

One of the largest and most comprehensive newspaper collections in the world 

blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/



Comic Books

Accessible in Newspapers and Current 
Periodical Reading Room is one of the world's 
largest public collection of comic books with 
more than 140,000 items.

loc.gov/rr/news/comics

Dr. Margaret Chung is featured 
in the “Real Heroes” comic book 
from 1943

This collection includes indie and underground 
titles like Gay Comix, Tales of the Closet, Dykes to 
Watch Out For, Wimmen’s Comix, Love and 
Rockets and more. 



Guide to the Zine Collection: 
guides.loc.gov/zines

Zine Collection

See digital zines 
online in the Zine 
Web Archive: 
loc.gov/collections/
zine-web-archive



loc.gov/collections/lgbtq-studies-web-archive

loc.gov/web-archives
Web Archive Collections

loc.gov/programs/web-archiving



Digitized Historic Newspapers



Japanese Internment Camp Newspaper. 
Illustration by Miné Okubo. 

Women & LGBTQIA+ Publications/Publishers, Editors, Journalists, Artists 
loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america



Chronicling America
loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america

Free, publicly accessible database of newspapers 
from 1770-1963

Over 20.5 million pages!



Searching Non-English Newspapers

Diario las Américas. (Miami, Fla.), 19 April 1960.

22 Men Arrested, the manager 
was also arrested and accused 
of running a gay bar in Miami. 
Published names, addresses 
and employers of some 
arrested. 





Searching Chronicling America: Ruth Seid as Jo Sinclair 

loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america



RESEARCHER AND REFERENCE SERVICES DIVISION

City directories, telephone books, church 
records, travel documents, arrest/court records, 
and census and government documents can 
illuminate the who, where, and when 
LGBTQ+ people lived, worked and traveled. 

Research Tip: When trying to locate a couple, 
you will want to look under both of their last 
names and then compare the addresses to see 
if they lived in the same place. You can use the 
same strategy with telephone books and other 
types of records. 

Research Help: Consult Local History and 
Genealogy Librarians in the Main Reading 
Room or ask.loc.gov 

Fill in the Blanks: Local History & Genealogy Sources, Government Records 



“...Last night the police suspected he 
was going to give a “drag” for the 
benefit of his white friends…about 
midnight Sgt. Jordan got together a squad 
of officers and went to the house….Four 
colored men and three white men were 
found in the house…William Alfred, the 
cook, who wore a long gown, and 
James Frazier, a member of the 
entertaining party, were arrested as 
vagrants, while the white men were 
summoned as witnesses….A jury trial 
was demanded in Swann’s case and the 
colored trio will be tried next week.” 

DISCOVER THE HISTORY 
OF DRAG



1955, Pepper Hill Club, Baltimore Maryland. Arrested 162 
persons. “The sergeant put in a call for aid and five police cars 
and six wagons responded. Everyone was arrested on disorderly 
conduct charges…” (14 years before Stonewall)

1959, Coopers Do-Nut Raid, Los Angeles, California

1961, Black Nite, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Address: 400 N. 
Plankinton.

1966, Compton’s Cafeteria Raid, San Francisco, California 

1967, Black Cat Raid, Los Angeles, California

1969, Stonewall Uprising, Greenwich Village, New York City

LEARN ABOUT LGBTQIA+ ACTIVISM AND BAR RAIDS 
BEFORE STONEWALL



One 
Magazine 
(1953-1967) 
HQ75.O54



Collection Highlights & Recent 
Acquisitions 



LGBTIA+ Periodicals: National Homophile Movement Publications

Materials Available in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room



THE LADDER,
1956-1972

First lesbian periodical 
nationally circulated in the 
United States, The Ladder 
was published by the 
Daughters of Bilitis, the first 
public lesbian rights group in 
the U.S. 

Originally in the restricted 
Delta collection, the entire run 
of the Ladder can now be 
found on reference in the 
Main Reading Room. 

Original copies can be found 
in the Newspaper and Current 
Periodical Reading Room. 



Recent Acquisitions: Local Chapter Publications of Homophile, Gay 
Liberation, LGBTQIA+ Activisms 

Materials Available in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room



Materials Available in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room

Recent Acquisitions: Local DC LGBTQIA+ and Feminist History



Materials Available in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room



Materials Available in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room

Recent Acquisitions: Lesbian, Feminist and Lesbian Feminist Periodicals



Materials Available in the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room



How to Find Library Resources



CATALOG.LOC.GOV



Advanced Search



Which Reading Room do I need? Where do I start? Search 

catalog.loc.govSearch the catalog at catalog.loc.gov for the subject or topic you are interested in. 
If there’s an item you’d like to see, look for the part of the page where it says “Request In”. 
That will tell you where exactly you need to go to see that material.  Get in touch with a librarian 

at ask.loc.gov or by calling 
the reading rooms.

•Main Reading Room (Jefferson)
•Science and Business Reading Room 
(Adams) 
•African & Middle Eastern (Jefferson)
•Asian (Jefferson)
•European (Jefferson)
•Hispanic (Jefferson)



Collections on loc.gov



Search by Format



Finding Manuscript Collections
https://findingaids.loc.gov/



Databases Available, See: eresources.loc.gov 



Library Events are Perpetual Resources 
Lectures, Concerts, Dance and Music Performance, Film Screenings, Panel Discussions, Conferences and 
more!

Find Recorded Events: loc.gov/film-and-videos

Find Upcoming Events: www.loc.gov/events



National Book Festival 
loc.gov/programs/national-book-festival

blogs.loc.gov/bookmarked/



Library Blogs and Social Media Full list of Library social media 
accounts: loc.gov/connect/blogs.loc.gov



GUIDES.LOC.GOV/LGBTQ-STUDIES

GUIDES.LOC.GOV

American Women 
Research Guide Series: 
guides.loc.gov/american-
women



guides.loc.gov



A free email-based service 
where librarians and specialists 
answer your research and 
reference questions. 

Request a Research Consultation or orientation for groups and/or individuals

Ask a Librarian at ask.loc.gov



Questions?

Helpful Links 
Ask a Librarian: ask.loc.gov

Research Guides: guides.loc.gov

Library Blogs: blogs.loc.gov

Digital Collections: loc.gov/collections

List of Reading Rooms at loc.gov/rr

blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
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