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GitHub Basics

• GitHub is a web-based computer source code sharing and 
publishing service. 

• Repositories are the highest-level component of GitHub sites.

• You do not need a GitHub account to view or download 
resources from repositories.

• We offer several types of resources.

• You can use our repositories and resources in multiple ways.



Why We Use GitHub

• Provide free downloading of the MARC records in the Catalog 

of U.S. Government Publications (CGP)

• Create customized record sets, which are groups of records 

based on various criteria

• Offer new products and services to Federal depository 

libraries, the general library community, and the public  

• Represent the critical work of our staff members.



Navigating to LSCM’s Repositories

• All CGP Records (MARC UTF-8)

• All CGP Records (MARC XML)

• Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (CGP) Records 
Maintenance Files

• CGP on GitHub

• U.S. Congressional Serial Set Project (MARC UTF-8)

• U.S. Congressional Serial Set Project (MARC XML)

• Repositories list and links available on FDLP.gov:
oSources of GPO Cataloging Records, GitHub Repositories section

https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records-all-cgp-utf8
https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records-all-cgp-marcxml
https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records-CGP-maintenance-files
https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records-CGP-maintenance-files
https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records
https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records-serial-set-utf8
https://github.com/usgpo/cataloging-records-serial-set-marcxml
https://fdlp.gov/catalogingandclassification/sources-of-gpo-cataloging-records


Organization of the Repositories



Organization of the Repositories



Organization of the Repositories



Repository Collections



CGP on GitHub Repository



Record Display Pages



Catalog of U.S. Government Publications 
(CGP) Maintenance Files Repository



U.S. Congressional Serial Set Project 
Repository



All CGP Records Repository



How Can You Use Our Repositories?

• Reference Services
• Share the links, PDFs, or CSV files collections that relate to topical 

areas with patrons. 

• Embed the links in your government information LibGuides and other 
web resources. 

• Technical Services
• Download the MARC files to add to your catalogs.

• Collection Management and Development
• Compare the MARC records with your catalogs and decide whether to 

add and/or delete records for publications based on SuDoc numbers, 
subjects, and other criteria.



How to Download Files



We Would Like Your Feedback



Thank You, Questions, & Comments

• Stephen Kharfen, Supervisory Librarian, Library Technical 
Services, skharfen@gpo.gov

Questions for GPO staff? Contact us using askGPO. Please 
submit inquiries in the “Cataloging/Metadata (Policy and 

Records)” category. 

mailto:presenter@gpo.gov
https://ask.gpo.gov/s/
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