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Session Overview

• IMLS, broadly

• Applying for IMLS library grants

• Other IMLS opportunities



About IMLS

Who are we?
• The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the 

primary source of federal support for the nation’s 
libraries and museums. 

What do we do?
• We advance, support, and empower America’s 

museums, libraries, and related organizations through 
grant-making, research, and policy development.



GOAL 1: Champion Lifelong Learning

• Advance shared knowledge and 
learning opportunities for all. 

• Support the training and 
professional development of the 
museum and library workforce. 



GOAL 2: Strengthen Community Engagement

• Promote inclusive engagement 

across diverse audiences. 

• Support community 

collaboration and foster civic 

discourse



GOAL 3: Advance Collections Stewardship 
and Access

• Support collections care 
and management. 

• Promote access to 
museum and library 
collections.

https://imls.gov/about-us/strategic-plan

https://imls.gov/about-us/strategic-plan


Funding Streams FY2024
$211M: Library Services and Technology Act
 Grants to States, National Leadership Grants, Laura 

Bush 21st Century Librarian Program, Native 
American/Native Hawaiian

$43M: Museum Services Act
$6M: African American History and Culture Act
$6M: National Museum of the American Latino Act
$28M: Museum and Library Services Act
 Data collection/analysis & administration



IMLS Research/Publications (Web-based)



Applying for IMLS 
Library Grants



Examples of what IMLS Can/Cannot Fund

• Salaries/consultants/student support

• Equipment/supplies

• Professional development, including travel

• CANNOT FUND: Construction/Renovation, 
Entertainment, Advocacy



High-level Options

• Apply through your state library (Grants to States)
• NOTE: only some states offer competitive grants, and 

eligibility varies 

• Apply directly to IMLS
• Generally a higher bar in a nationally competitive field

• Cannot typically support the digitization of content or 
pre-digitization activities such as inventorying collections



Grants to States (LSTA), Broadly

• $180M divided across states (population-based 
formula)

• Each state defines its priorities for spending 
through a five-year plan

• Some states do offer competitive subgrants and 
some don’t

• Each state defines its own eligible library types



What Types of Libraries Benefit from IMLS Funds? 
Grants to States (LSTA) Activity Locales, FY15/FY18

SLAA: State Library Administrative Agency Note: Activities can specify more than one locale.As of May 2020

libraries



Apply Through Your State Library: First Steps

• Does your state 
offer competitive 
library grants?

• If yes, who’s 
eligible? What’s the 
deadline?
• Check the state 

library website 
(state-by-state 
listing on the IMLS 
website)

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grants-state/state-profiles 

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grants-state/state-profiles


Apply Through Your State Library: Next Steps

• Does the five-
year plan 
support this kind 
of work?

• Who can I 
contact for more 
information?
• Check the IMLS 

state profile for 
plan highlights 
and contact info



Examples of LSTA-funded FDLP Projects

• Arizona: 2020, $111,591, "State Publications":
The goal of the project was increase the total number of items available and accessible in the 
Arizona State Publications collection.

• Arkansas: 2021, $195,148, "Digital Services": This project provided 
access to government information sources to the public, libraries and government entities via the 
library fulfilling its roles as the official State Documents Depository, State and Local Government 
Publications Clearinghouse, and the Regional Federal Depository Library for the state of Arkansas.

• New York: 2022, $561,266, "Customer Support to 
Libraries": As New York State’s Regional Federal Depository, the State Library has 
responsibility for the 65 selective federal depositories across the state. In this role, the State Library 
served as backup for reference and interlibrary loan and provided consulting services to these 
selective depository libraries.



Other Resources from Your State Library

• Even if your state can’t fund your 
project idea, are there other 
grant-funded resources you 
could benefit from?
• Professional development

• Shared resources/services

• State library consulting



IMLS Grant Programs for Libraries

• Discretionary
National Leadership Grants for Libraries 
Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program
Native American Library Services: Basic Grants
Native American Library Services: Enhancement 
Grants
Native Hawaiian Library Services

Nooksack Tribal Library



Program 
Goal

Supports projects with broad impact 
that address critical needs of the library 
and archives fields, have the potential to 
advance practice nationally in these 
professions, and strengthen library and 
archival services for the American 
public.

Anticipated 
Deadline

September 20, 2024 for preliminary 
proposal

Duration 1-3 years, depending on funding 
category

Funding $50,000 to $1,000,000

National Leadership Grants for Libraries (NLG)

https://imls.gov/grants/available/national-leadership-grants-libraries

https://imls.gov/grants/available/national-leadership-grants-libraries


Program 
Goal

Support  the  development  of a diverse  workforce  
of librarians  and archivists in  order  to  meet  the  
information  needs of  their  communities.

Anticipated 
Deadline

September 20, 2024 for preliminary proposal

Duration 1-3 years, depending on funding category

Funding $50,000 to $1,000,000

Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian (LB21) 

https://imls.gov/grants/available/laura-bush-21st-century-librarian-program

https://imls.gov/grants/available/laura-bush-21st-century-librarian-program


Recent Discretionary Awards

University of North Texas (2022)
• University of Chicago 
• Improving access to digital resources housed in web archives
• https://imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-252349-ols-22
 
Association of Southeastern Research Libraries (2009)
• Penobscot Nation in Maine, University of Arizona
• Enhanced education and professional training on intellectual property and 

Indigenous data sovereignty
• https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-07-09-0095-09

Old Dominion University, Slover 
Library, RE-252368-OLS-22

https://imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-252349-ols-22
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.imls.gov%2Fgrants%2Fawarded%2Flg-07-09-0095-09&data=05%7C02%7Cadahlen%40gpo.gov%7Cad4a2eb5f10143771b7b08dc5a39aeda%7C97ae4de0d4584af3a7df1c19bdbe49d0%7C0%7C0%7C638484450999041892%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UD2PtYSXz%2BtJKn%2F7WnavhXQnY5H1qiPkB%2BfjI5QyBT0%3D&reserved=0


Recent Discretionary Awards

University of North Texas (2017)
• University of North Carolina at Greensboro, the University of California at 

Santa Barbara, the University of Missouri, the University of Pennsylvania, 
Stanford University, Yale University, the Center for Research Libraries 
(CRL), the Educopia Institute, and the Scholarly Publishing and Academic 
Resources Coalition (SPARC) 

• National forums in 2018 to address national concerns regarding the 
preservation of electronic government information (PEGI)

• https://imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-88-17-0129-17

Old Dominion University, Slover 
Library, RE-252368-OLS-22

https://imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-88-17-0129-17


Discretionary Grant Programs

Program 
Goal

To assist Native American tribes in 
improving core library services for 
their communities.

Project 
Goals

 Digital Services
 Educational Programming
 Preservation and Revitalization

Deadline April 1, 2025

Duration Up to 2 years

Funding $10,000-$150,000

Native American Library Services: Basic GrantsNative American Library Services: Enhancement 
Grants

https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-american-library-services-enhancement-grants

https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-american-library-services-enhancement-grants


Discretionary Grant ProgramsNative Hawaiian Library Services Grants

Program Goal To assist Native Hawaiian libraries in 
improving core library services for their 
communities.

Project Goals  Digital Services
 Educational Programming
 Preservation and Revitalization

Deadline April 1, 2025

Duration Up to 2 years

Funding $10,000-$150,000

Cost Share None required

https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-hawaiian-library-services

https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/native-hawaiian-library-services


Apply Directly to IMLS: Resources

• Grant programs: https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-programs 
• Deadlines
• Program Notices of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs)
• Eligibility criteria
• Application process
• Staff contacts (talk with a program staff member before submission)
• Webinars

• Awarded grants: https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded-grants 

https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-programs
https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded-grants


Other IMLS 
Opportunities



IMLS Reviewers

Join in!
Proposals submitted for IMLS competitive awards 
are reviewed by library professionals who 
understand the needs of library communities

https://www.imls.gov/grants/peer-review

https://www.imls.gov/grants/peer-review


National Medal for Museum and Library 
Service

• National Medal Nomination Deadline: fall 2024
• 15 Library/15 Museum Finalists
• 4 Library/4 Museum Recipients; Libraries in 2023:

• Kuskokwim Consortium Library (Bethel, AK)
• LA County Library (Los Angeles, CA)
• Long Branch Free Public Library (Long Branch, NJ)
• Toledo Lucas County Public Library (Toledo, OH)

• All nominees will be notified of their status in spring

https://imls.gov/our-work/national-medal-museum-and-library-service 

https://imls.gov/our-work/national-medal-museum-and-library-service


Questions?

www.imls.gov

www.facebook.com/USIMLS 

Twitter: @US_IMLS

www.youtube.com/USIMLS         

www.imls.gov/rss.xml

• Contacts:
• Teri DeVoe, Associate Deputy 

Director, Grants to States: 
tdevoe@imls.gov 

• Anthony D. Smith, Acting 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Library Services: 
asmith@imls.gov

mailto:tdevoe@imls.gov
mailto:asmith@imls.gov


Credits and Citations 
• Slides 4-6, "Goal 1," "Goal 2," "Goal 3,": Cover of FY 2022-2026 Strategic Plan (Washington, DC: The Institute, 2022)

• Slide 7, “Funding Streams”: Shutterstock

• Slide 8, “IMLS Research”: Cover of Public Libraries Survey Data Documentation Fiscal Year 2021 (Washington, DC: The 
Institute, 2023); Cover of Access to Library Services and Materials During the First Nine Months of the COVID-19 
Pandemic (Washington, DC: The Institute, 2023); Cover of Museum Leadership in Dynamic Times (Washington, DC: The 
Institute, 2023)

• Slide 13, “What Types of Libraries”: data from Grants to States (LSTA) Activity Locales, FY15/FY18.

• Slides 14-15, “Apply Through Your State Library”: screenshots from IMLS website.

• Slide 17, “Other Resources”: Photo: Tuzzy Consortium Library program in northern Alaska featuring Ishmael Hope. Used with 
permission.

• Slide 18, “Other Resources”: Photo: Noonsack Tribal Library. Used with permission.

• Slides 19-20, 23-24, “National Leadership Grants," "Laura Bush,” "Native American LIbrary Services," Native Hawaiian 
Library Services": Photos: IMLS grantee photos. Used with permission.

• Slides 21-22, “Recent Discretionary Awards”: Photos: Old Dominion University, Slover Library. Used with permission.

• Slide 20, “National Medal”: Image: National Medal for Museum and Library Service.



IMLS Copyright Notice

The text of this presentation is a work of the U.S. 
Government, and is in the public domain. If you reuse our 
work, please acknowledge IMLS as the source. 

Images in this presentation are used with permission of the 
source noted on the Credits and Citations slide, unless 
otherwise indicated.
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