
Turning Government 
Documents from a

Collection to a Necessity

We’re Not Dead 
Yet



Once upon a time….
There was a librarian who both loved government information 

and talked A LOT…..



Quick Note

Attribution
Theme is from my 

SlidesGo account. All 
screenshots are from 
respective websites. 

Images are stock 
PowerPoint.

Resources
I’ll just mention the ones 
we use, not how to use 

them. Check out the FDLP 
academy for great 

webinars! 

Lack of convention
CPL is not a typical public 

library, and I’m not a 
typical librarian. I 

frequently make work 
friends across all levels. 



External Relations & 
Development

“We’re writing a grant and 
need to prove neighborhood 

poverty rates”

“I’m having an issue getting 
our contractor to add this to 

the statement of work”

CPL Departments We Help the 
Most

Property 
Management

IT/Tech
I noticed you have a (fill in 

the blank) scheduled. Do you 
want resources from (fill in 

the blank) agency?



Agenda

Census

From grants to small 
business support

Industry Standards
From construction 
projects to certification 
support

Thinking Outside 
the Box
Filling in the details for a 
more robust program 
experience

Local Government

What’s in your backyard?
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The Census

01

You get a survey! You get a survey! 
You all get surveys!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Two ways we use the Census

Grant writing
Economics needs of Cleveland

Small Business
Demographic data for small business plans



Demographic Data

Income and Poverty in Cleveland



Data.census.gov



Data.census.gov



Census Business Builder

Small 
Business
Support



Census Business Builder



Census Business Builder



Census Business Builder

Source



Standards
Not everyone has them!

02



Department of Defense: Defense Standardization Program



Department of Defense: Defense Standardization Program



National Institute of Standards and Technology



Most Requested Standards (non-gov docs)

ANSI
American National Standards 
Institute

IEEE
Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers

NFPA
National Fire Protection 
Association

ASTM
American Society for Testing 

and Materials

ISO
International Organization for 

Standardization



IEEE
Some open access journals
No ability to preview 
standards



NFPA
No longer able to view online-only 
for free



$202 USD

ISO – At least you can preview







Thinking Outside 
The Box

You’d be surprised what’s out there!
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Historical Fiction Writers Workshop 
(Cleveland Inkubator)



Sarah’s Favorite Resource

Statistical 
Abstract

What was the average 
nurse’s salary in NYC in 

1935?
How much was rent in 

1932?

Climate Data 
Online*

How many storms of any 
kind have happened from 

2021 until 2023 in 
Cleveland, Ohio?

Chronicling 
America

Can you find any stories 
of soldiers writing home 

from the War on 
Armistice Day? 

*The CDO is currently down due to storms in Ashville, NC. Give them some time before you explore the site. 



CPL & EPA
Air Quality Sensor Program

EPA Region 5
Chicago Office AirBeam 3 
Sensor Loan Program

City of 
Cleveland
Department of Health -
Division of Air Quality

CMSD
Curriculum and 

Instruction, Science 
Education grades 8-12

CWRU
Leonard Gelfand STEM 

Center



Air Quality Sensor 
Day @ CPL



Follow-Up

City of ClevelandTechCentral Main Library

01 02 03

Potential talks 
about radon 

education

Potential device 
loan program

100th anniversary 
program: “Mystery on 
the Cuyahoga” escape 

room



Gov Docs FTW!



IYOBY
The locals

04



Prep starts months before event
Meetings are scheduled with state representatives and senators
GOV DOC STAFF prepare brief bios for each legislator
GOV DOC STAFF assist with organizing event
GOV DOC STAFF are part of the CPL team going to OLC Legislative Day each year



Legislative Day

Bios provided by GOV staff



City of Cleveland
Open Data Portal

Because knowledge is power!



Data.clevelandohio.gov



Data.clevelandohio.gov



Data.clevelandohio.gov



Story Time!

What happens when you introduce local 
data to library administration? 



• Convinced Admin that CLE should be at Staff Day
• Director of Urban Analytics (CLE) introduced to CPL library director
• Library director learned about new city services
• Was asked to help facilitate meetings between CLE and CPL (committee that actually worked)
• Established a way to teach all staff how to use said services for patrons with questions
• Beautiful partnership was formed!

And Now……

TLDR





We’ve come 
full circle!



Data.clevelandohio.gov



Sarah Dobransky
General Research Collections Manager
Cleveland Public Library
sarah.dobransky@cpl.org

Thank you!



RESOURCES

Census data https://data.census.gov/ 
Census Business Builder https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
DoD Assist (military standards) https://assist.dla.mil/online/start/ 
NIST standards https://www.nist.gov/standardsgov 
IEEE standards search https://standards.ieee.org/standard/ 
IEEE open access journals https://open.ieee.org/publishing-options/topical-journals/ 
NFPA https://www.nfpa.org/
ISO standards https://www.iso.org/standards.html
ISO Zoom Backgrounds https://www.iso.org/zoom-in-on-standards.html
Statistical Abstract https://www.census.gov/library/publications/time-series/statistical_abstracts.html 
Weather data https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/ 
Chronicling America https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/ 
EPA Sensor Loan Program https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/air-sensor-loan-programs 
Why is Coco Orange? https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo133946
OLC Legislative Day https://olc.org/legislative-day/ 
Cleveland Open Data Portal https://data.clevelandohio.gov/ 
Cleveland 311 https://www.clevelandohio.gov/311 

https://data.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html
https://assist.dla.mil/online/start/
https://www.nist.gov/standardsgov
https://standards.ieee.org/standard/
https://open.ieee.org/publishing-options/topical-journals/
https://www.nfpa.org/
https://www.iso.org/standards.html
https://www.iso.org/zoom-in-on-standards.html
https://www.census.gov/library/publications/time-series/statistical_abstracts.html
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/about-this-collection/
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/air-sensor-loan-programs
https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo133946
https://olc.org/legislative-day/
https://data.clevelandohio.gov/
https://www.clevelandohio.gov/311
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