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First and Foremost!

 Feel free to add any resources that have been 
helpful to you. I do not know everything and 

everyone has different experiences. This is meant 
to be a webinar where we can learn from each 

other.



How Did I Get Here?
 2016: Hired as the Government Documents student worker. This was 

my first library job and where I became familiar with the collection. 
Graduated December 2018.

 March 2019 – November 2021: Returned to work at ISU in public 
services in the circulation department. Solidified my desire to go to 
Library School.

 January 2020 – December 2021: Went to Indiana University for an 
MLIS with a specialization of RBMS.

 November 2021 – December 2021: Technical Services Acquisitions 
Assistant position to train in Government Documents before my 
predecessor retired.

 January 2022 - Present Day: Promoted to Government Resource 
Specialist charged with maintaining and developing Govt. Docs 
Collection and Resources at ISU.



Get to know your physical 
collection

 What are the collections strengths?
 Does it align with the community/campus?
 Knowing your collection will help your patrons and be part of library 

displays.

Images from Indiana State University; 
Cunningham Memorial Library.



Display Examples



Display Examples Cont. 



GPO & FDLP

 GPO: FDLP is administered by the GPO. Gave me more information 
on the importance of government resources.

 FDLP.gov: 
 Gives great explanations about the program.

 Contains the classification guidelines, structure of the classification 
number.

 LibGuides.

 Latest news about FDLP and government documents.

 FDLP Academy (will get to momentarily).

https://www.gpo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/


CGP

 Catalog of U.S. Government 
Publication (CGP):
 Before I honed in more skills in 

OCLC this was my go-to for 
cataloging government 
documents.

 Figure out call numbers.

 Export OCLC numbers.

 PURLS.

https://catalog.gpo.gov/F?RN=948377127
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F?RN=948377127


GODORT

 Government Documents Round 
Table (GODORT):
 Wide range of LibGuides.

 Voting and Elections Toolkit.

 Government Information for 
Children (GIC).

Image from GODORT.

https://www.ala.org/godort
https://www.ala.org/godort
https://godort.libguides.com/
https://godort.libguides.com/votingtoolkit/home
https://godort.libguides.com/gic


FDLP Academy

 FDLP Academy Training Repository:
 Some presentations are given by specialists in the field.

 Some presentations are presented by fellow librarians who want to share what 
they know.

 Can receive a certificate after viewing. Save them!

 There are subject and agency tags if you are looking into a specific topic.  

 I found many resources that are now on my LibGuide.

Image from FDLP Academy 
Training Repository

https://www.fdlp.gov/training


Look for organizations in your area.
 See if there is and organization or 

Listserv pertaining to government 
information.
 I was able to connect with INDIGO 

(Indiana’s Government Information 
Specialists) after the 2022 FDLP 
Conference.

 Promotes government information 
resources and literacy.

 In the listserv we send out recent 
publications or questions that we as 
a group can answer and give 
feedback.

 I also encourage you to talk with 
your Regional Coordinators and 
other FDLP coordinators in your area 
about any questions you have.

Image from INDIGO website.

https://indianagovinfo.org/


Got some foundations… Now What?
 After viewing many webinars, I went down many rabbit holes and just took 

the time to explore the websites and kept asking myself:
 Where do I find research in these areas?
 Where are their social media pages?
 What is this department/branch currently working on?
 What is going on in the news pertaining to this department/branch?
 How can I make this relatable to my patrons and their needs?
 Are there career opportunities for students?

 Much of what I learned and have applied to my job was from going 
through the department/branch webpages and familiarizing myself with 
those.

 Because I have put the time and energy, going through the physical and 
electronic resources, I am able to answer reference calls with greater ease.



Keep tabs on the news and current 
affairs.

 It is essential to stay in touch with current affairs and how the 
government works and what they are doing.
 Example: When the Francis Scott Key Bridge was collided into I was 

constantly looking to the DOT for news.

 Be aware of Heritage and Awareness Months:
 Can add as a fun part of your LibGuide.

 Take the time to update you LibGuide if you choose to showcase 
government news articles.



LibGuide I

https://library.indianastate.edu/govdocshome 

https://library.indianastate.edu/govdocshome


LibGuide II



Where am I Now?
 Gov. Doc Outreach: Increasing 

visibility and use of both 
physical and online collections
 Helped out with New Student 

Orientation, talking about what 
Government Documents has to 
offer students.

 “Bridge Week”: We invited 
freshman to come to the library 
and talk to the various 
departments of the library.



CML And the American 
Democracy Project!

Promotionals and Images courtesy of Megan 
Shrader.



Questions or Suggestions?
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