
National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The National Agricultural Library:
Information to Support Research

Jessica Ault and Stephanie Ritchie
FDLP Academy

January 14, 2025



National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

About NAL

• Houses one of the world’s largest collections 
including more than 8.1 million print and physical 
format items devoted to agriculture and its related 
sciences, with both physical and digital collections

• One of five U.S. National Libraries

• Congressionally designated depository for U.S. 
Government documents

• Departmental library for USDA

1.1 million+ print collection materials

Access to 440,000+ eBooks

8 million+ digital items

211,000+ items digitized for the Internet 
Archive
Access to 117,000+ ejournals & 
5,200+ newspapers

2,900+ journals indexed

100,000+ full-text articles in PubAg

6,900+ datasets in AgData Commons
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National Agricultural Library (NAL) Mission

NAL facilitates the 
creation of agricultural 
knowledge through the 
acquisition, curation, 
and dissemination of 
information needed to 
solve agricultural 
challenges.
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NAL Resources
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NAL SEARCH
https://search.nal.usda.gov 

• Find agricultural literature across 3 NAL databases 
including:
o AGRICOLA – NAL catalog & articles index
o PubAg – peer-reviewed article citations and 

access to USDA-funded full-text documents
o NAL Digital Collections – historic materials

• 8,000,000+ records as far back as the 15th century
• Print and Electronic Materials from the NAL 

Collection and beyond: 
o scientific research
o policy documents
o technical reports
o historical documents

https://search.nal.usda.gov/
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Digital Collections
https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN 

NAL Digital Collections (NALDC):
– Historical Dietary Guidance
– Organic Roots 
– Fruit & Vegetable Market News
– USDA Publications
– USDA Pomological Watercolors
– and more!

NAL Internet Archives Collection: 
https://archive.org/details/usdanationalagriculturallibrary

https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN
https://archive.org/details/usdanationalagriculturallibrary
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Exhibits
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits 

George Washington Carver House Agriculture Committee Timeline Frost on Chickens

https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits
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Special Collections

Collections include the:
• records and archives of 

organizations
• personal papers of individuals
• rare books, correspondence, 

objects, photographs, posters, 
films, and other unique materials

https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections
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Food Safety Research Information Office (FSRIO)

Find topical information including: 
– Food Safety Research Projects 

Database
– Books or materials in the NAL 

catalog 
– Meet the Experts topic specific 

videos
– External resources compiled 

from  credible sources

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/fsrio 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/fsrio
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Food Safety Research Projects Database

• Browse by food safety 
– Topic Categories
– Commodities
– Funding Sources 

• Advanced features to sort by
– Relevance
– Date
– Title

• Includes university research

https://www.nal.usda.gov/human-nutrition-and-food-safety/research-publications-food-safety 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/human-nutrition-and-food-safety/research-publications-food-safety
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Animal Welfare 
Information 

Center (AWIC)

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/awic

• The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) 
requires researchers to 
consider animal use 
alternatives in research

• AWIC conducts workshops on 
“Meeting the Requirements of 
the Animal Welfare Act”

• Assists stakeholders in finding 
3Rs information & literature

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/awic
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Reference & Literature Search Assistance

AWIC assists patrons with animal welfare 
and 3Rs questions and conducts 

alternatives literature searches for free.

Fill out the form here:
https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/litera
ture-searching-animal-use-alternatives

 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/literature-searching-animal-use-alternatives
https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/literature-searching-animal-use-alternatives
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National Invasive Species Information Center 
(NISIC)

Resources:
• Invasive species profiles
• Location specific news and 

information
• Federal government policy and 

response
• Invasive species-related conferences 

and events

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
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Agricultural Law Information Partnership
https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/

The Agricultural Law Information 
Partnership was established by the 2014 
Farm Bill to create and disseminate 
agricultural and food law content 
through tools, guides, conference and 
publications.

Audience:
• Legal Practitioners
• Agricultural Professionals
• Policymakers
• General Public

https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/


National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Law Information Partnership
Key Products

Recent Programming:

• Land Matters: Understanding Heirs’ Property
• Food, Agriculture & Environmental Justice
• Advancing Equity through Food and Nutrition

• Water Rights: Infrastructure, Inequities & Solutions
• Seed Stories: Preserving Culture and Culturally 

Appropriate Foods
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Research Infrastructure
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Public Access and Open Science at USDA
https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/public-access

USDA is committed to making all peer-reviewed, scholarly 
publications and digital scientific research data assets arising from 
unclassified scientific research supported wholly or in part by the 

USDA accessible to the public, to the extent practicable. 

Public Access is a critical part of USDA’s support of Open Science.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/public-access


National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Public Access Requirements

• Scholarly publications and digital scientific research data assets arising 
from scientific research supported wholly or in part by USDA starting on or 
after October 1, 2022.
o Scholarly publications are peer-reviewed and accepted for publication in a journal.
o Digital scientific research data assets are associated with a peer-reviewed 

publication OR the period of performance of the research award has ended, as 
determined by your USDA funding agency.

• Authors of scholarly publications and digital scientific research data 
assets must use individual persistent identifiers (e.g., ORCID iD)
o Register for or update your ORCID iD at https://orcid.org/

https://orcid.org/
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PubAg
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/ 

PubAg is a free, searchable database containing links to
USDA –authored and funded peer-reviewed journal articles
300,000+ full-text articles relevant to the agricultural sciences
• indexed citations to peer-reviewed journal articles in the agricultural 

sciences 

https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/
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PubAg Manuscript Submissions
https://submit.nal.usda.gov 

https://submit.nal.usda.gov/
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Ag Data Commons
• Platform for sharing, discovering and accessing data outputs for USDA-funded research

https://agdatacommons.nal.usda.gov/

• Services to create, curate, and enable access to machine-readable scientific metadata, 
helping make USDA-funded data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable 
(FAIR)
 https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/agdatacommons

https://agdatacommons.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/agdatacommons
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Data Submission Services

Catalog services support:

• Compliance with federal 
Open Data policy through a 
feed into data.gov

• Cross-domain discovery of 
agricultural research data 
through harmonized 
metadata

Repository services provide:

• Public access,  storage and 
preservation for long tail 
data (data without subject-
specific repository)

• DOI minting for deposited 
datasets, making them 
citable with a persistent 
identifier 
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Data Management Plans (DMPs)
• DMPs required by most funding agencies
• NAL services supporting Data Management 

Planning: https://www.nal.usda.gov/data/data-
management-planning

• On these pages you can find:
– Explanation of DMP components and DMP 

examples
– Guidance on selecting appropriate data 

repository for data sharing and public access 
and more

https://www.nal.usda.gov/data/data-management-planning
https://www.nal.usda.gov/data/data-management-planning
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Domain Specific Data Applications
https://www.nal.usda.gov/main/data 

NAL provides an integrated portfolio of data products that support ARS and 
external agricultural research communities

Federal Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA) 

Commons

An interagency data 
portal and community 
of practice for 
research methods

i5K Workspace

A workbench for 
arthropod genome 
communities to 
curate, visualize and 
share data.

FoodData Central

Nutrient profile data 
and links to related 
agricultural and 
experimental 
research.

Geodata @ NAL

A catalog of location-
based agricultural 
research data, 
imagery, and more.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/main/data
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Use NALT Concept Space for Keyword Generation
https://lod.nal.usda.gov

• Contains over 265,000 terms, including 
153,000+ descriptors in English and Spanish

• NAL Thesaurus includes hierarchical, equivalents and 
associate relationships among concepts

• NAL Thesaurus is used to select controlled vocabulary 
terms for subject indexing of AGRICOLA, PubAg and other 
databases U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Pomological Watercolor Collection. 
Rare and Special Collections, 
National Agricultural Library, 
Beltsville, MD 20705

https://lod.nal.usda.gov/
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Events, Training, and Support
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Wikipedia Edit-A-Thons
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7/6/2022: A Taste for Maize: More than Popcorn & Corn on the Cob! 8/9/2022:   What Does the Future Hold for Corn and Maize?

Food Culture Webinar Series
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Ag Law events are focused on 
emerging topics & attendee/patron 
requests and trends

Speakers come from the 
grassroots and are directly 
involved in the issue or have 
personal experience

Events offer legal information and 
resources, personal experiences, 
and actionable items/ways to get 
involved.

Library Speaker Series
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Meeting the Requirements of the Animal Welfare Act Workshop
To register: https://www.nal.usda.gov/about-us/events/awic-workshop

The objectives of the workshop are to provide:

• An overview of the AWA and its regulations as they 
pertain to considering alternatives;

• A review of the 3Rs (replacement, reduction, and 
refinement of animal use) alternatives concept and 
examples;

• Guidance for where to find 3Rs literature and resources;
• Instruction on database literature searching techniques 

(e.g., search syntax); and
• A demonstration of an alternatives literature search. 

February 
26 & 27, 

2025 
(virtual)

April 9 & 
10, 2025 
(virtual)

Fall 2025
(TBD)

https://www.nal.usda.gov/about-us/events/awic-workshop
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AWIC's Online Workshop
To register: https://www.nal.usda.gov/about-us/events/awic-workshop

Access Anytime!
On-demand and self-paced.

https://www.nal.usda.gov/about-us/events/awic-workshop


National Agricultural Library
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Contact NAL With Your Questions

Use our chat service for a 
quick response!

Chat with us or email at:
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question 

Phone: 301-504-5755

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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Overview of Resources
• National Agricultural Library (NAL): https://www.nal.usda.gov/
• NAL Search: https://search.nal.usda.gov
• Food Safety Research Information Office: https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/fsrio 
• Animal Welfare Information Center: https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/awic
• National Invasive Species Information Center: https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov
• Agricultural Law Information Partnership: https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/
• Special Collections: https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections
• Digital Collections: https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN 
• Exhibits: https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits
• PubAg: https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/search?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN&search_scope=pubag&tab=pubag 
• Ag Data Commons: https://data.nal.usda.gov
• NAL Data Services: https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/knowledge-services 
• NAL Thesaurus: https://agclass.nal.usda.gov
• Ask Us a Question: https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/
https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/fsrio
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/awic
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/special-collections
https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN
https://www.nal.usda.gov/collections/exhibits
https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/search?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN&search_scope=pubag&tab=pubag
https://data.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/knowledge-services
https://agclass.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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