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OBJECTIVES

• Introduce the Office of the Law Revision Counsel (OLRC)

• Introduce the United States Code and historical development

• Describe process of updating the United States Code

• Provide overview of positive law codification

• Show features of Code website



• An independent, nonpolitical office within the                   
House of Representatives

• A team of 17 individuals including—

• 7 attorneys who maintain the United States Code

• 4 attorneys who prepare positive law codification bills

• 3 support staff for technical, editorial, and clerical functions

• 2 former employee contractors and 1 GPO detailee

OFFICE OF THE LAW REVISION COUNSEL



WHAT OLRC DOES

The Office of the Law Revision Counsel compiles, organizes, maintains, edits, 
updates, and improves the United States Code for publication…

online in print



WHAT IS
THE UNITED STATES CODE?
• Codification of general and permanent Federal statutory law

• Organized into 53 broad subject matter titles

• Titles are of 2 types
• Non-positive: Editorial arrangement of individual acts of Congress

• Positive: Reorganized and restated title enacted by Congress

• Currently 27 of 53 titles are positive law, but only account for 25% of content



HISTORY

• Committee on Revision of Laws (1868-1946)
• 1874 Revised Statutes

• 74 titles
• Repealed laws enacted up to December 1, 1873

• 1878 Revised Statutes
• 2nd Edition to remedy problems in 1st edition
• Underlying laws not repealed; subsequent legislation not incorporated

• 1919-1920 Reorganization work begins
• 50 titles
• Acts disassembled and recombined; substantial editorial involvement
• Bills introduced in three Congresses passed House but failed in Senate



HISTORY

• 1926 United States Code
• United States Code was adopted but not enacted
• Underlying statutes not repealed
• Code recognized as prima facie evidence of law
• Titles to be enacted one at a time into positive law

• 1946 Merger with House Judiciary Committee

• 1974 Office of the Law Revision Counsel created
• Get a better handle on production of the Code
• Speed up effort to enact titles into positive law



UPDATING THE U.S. CODE

• 5,000 to 8,500 pages of new legislation enacted in each Congress

• Integrating new law into the Code involves 4 steps:

Classification

Text preparation

Text execution

Publication



CLASSIFICATION

• Enrolled bill from Clerk’s Office

• Team of attorneys reads each bill start to finish

• Lead classifier makes final decisions

• Goal is thorough, but quick, review of new laws

• Typically finished classifying before public law number issued



CLASSIFICATION CHALLENGES

• Bills often cover multiple subject areas

• Drafters typically don’t give much thought to how a law will appear in the Code

• Bills are often a mixed bag of

• general and special provisions

• permanent and temporary provisions

• amendatory and freestanding provisions



STATUTORY NOTES
• Freestanding provisions in bills

• Provide collateral support for, or 
additional information regarding, a 
Code section

• Positive law—not drafted into the 
title

• Common categories
• Effective dates

• Short titles
• Rules of construction
• Issuance of regulations

• Creation of pilot program
• Congressional findings
• Definitions

Classification as a section, note, or not at all has no effect on validity!



CLASSIFICATION TABLE

• Classifications first published in Classification Table 
on U.S. Code website

• Grouped by congressional session

• Viewable in law order or Code order



TEXT PREPARATION
• Focus is on bill

• Isolating and extracting individual 
provisions of the bill

• Preparing bill text to be integrated into 
the Code

• Proofreading and formatting
• Translations

• Drafting source credits and editorial notes



EDITORIAL NOTES

• Notes drafted by OLRC editors to assist users of the Code

• Common types of editorial notes

• References in Text: reference needing explanation or Code citation

• Codification: information about how text was edited or context of section

• Prior Provisions: section formerly in current location no longer exists

• Constitutionality: provision in section held unconstitutional

• Amendment: explains changes made by public laws in source credit



TEXT EXECUTION
• Separate step from text preparation

• Focus is on Code



PUBLICATION

• Online throughout session of Congress

• Around 30-35 updates per session

• Available as download in various formats



PUBLICATION

Why do the books take so long?
• Painstaking review cycle
• Work can’t start until end of session
• GPO priorities

Print after end of each session of Congress
• Extensive review by both attorneys and 

print staff
• Collaboration with GPO

Pages reviewed for Supplement V of the 2012 Main Edition



POSITIVE LAW CODIFICATION
• Reorganization and restatement of existing law

• Enacted by Congress as a title of the U.S. Code

• Becomes legal evidence of the law; underlying statutes 
are repealed

• Goals

• Making the law easier to read and understand

• Improving organizational structure of the law

• Eliminating obsolete provisions

• Correcting technical errors

No change in meaning or effect of the law



uscode.house.gov

NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE
Section

Version of Code being viewed; defaults to current
but can change to prior publication via dropdown menu

Hierarchy of section; larger units are viewable by clicking

Currency information
• Linked to classification table
• Entries in table not yet executed appear as Pending Updates
• Date shown is day before date of enactment of law with
            Pending Updates; otherwise day before today’s date

Jump links to navigate to credit and notes below section



uscode.house.gov

NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE
Currency

Code textClassification Table



uscode.house.gov

NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE
Finding a Section: Popular Name Tool

Section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937

Start with Popular Name Tool 
to look up Act name

Find Act name
• Scroll through list
• Use alphabetical jump link
• Ctrl+F in browser

Click link for the law to go to 
Table III



uscode.house.gov

NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE
Finding a Section: Table III

Section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937
Table III indicates where Act sections are 
classified to the Code

Also gives Statutes at Large page if available 
and status of section, such as repealed

Code section is link to section text

Permanent version of Classification Table



uscode.house.gov

NAVIGATING THE WEBSITE
Finding a Section: Table III

Browsable by Congress, Statutes at 
Large volume, or year

Can enter public law number 
directly if known

118-42



REVIEW
• Introduce the Office of the Law Revision Counsel & its functions

• Maintain and update the U.S. Code
• Draft titles for enactment as positive law

• Describe process of updating the U.S. Code
• Classification
• Text preparation
• Text execution
• Publication

• Introduce positive law codification

• Explore features of U.S. Code website: uscode.house.gov



THANK YOU!

Get in touch:
uscode@mail.house.gov

Full 2018 Main Edition with Supplements I to V

Brian Lindsey
Law Revision Counsel

U.S. House of Representatives
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