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Agenda

• Defining the HSDL

• Accessing the HSDL

• Utilizing the HSDL

• Staying up to Date with the HSDL



Defining 

History of Homeland Security Law

• National Security Act of 1947 (PL 253)
• Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950 (PL 920)
• Disaster Relief Act of 1974 (PL 93-288)
• Stafford Act of 1988 (PL 100-707)
• Patriot Act of 2001 (PL 107-56)
• Aviation and Transportation Security Act (PL 107-71)
• Homeland Security Act of 2002 (PL 107-296)



Defining 

Homeland Security

The Department of Homeland Security has a vital 
mission: to secure the nation from the many threats we 
face. This requires the hard work of more than 260,000 
employees in jobs that range from aviation and border 
security to emergency response, from cybersecurity 
analyst to chemical facility inspector. Our duties are wide-
ranging, and our goal is clear - keeping America safe. 
         -Department of Homeland Security, About DHS



Defining 

Homeland Security Components

• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
• United States Coast Guard (USCG)
• United States Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
• Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA)
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
• Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC)
• United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
• United States Secret Service (USSS)
• Transportation Security Administration (TSA)



Defining 

Homeland Security Topics

• Border Security
• Citizenship & Immigration
• Cybersecurity
• Disasters
• Economic Security
• Election Security
• Emergency Management
• Energy Security
• Human Trafficking
• Immigration
• Infrastructure Security

• Law Enforcement Entities
• Military
• Nuclear Weapons
• Preventing Global and 

Domestic Terrorism
• Public Health
• Resilience 
• Science & Technology
• Severe Weather Events
• Space Policies
• Transportation Security



Defining 

Homeland Security Digital Library

The Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL) is the nation’s premier collection of 
documents related to homeland security policy, strategy, and organizational management. 
The HSDL is part of the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security and is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s National 
Preparedness Directorate, FEMA.



Defining 

HSDL Mission

To strengthen the national security of the United 
States by supporting local, state, tribal, territorial and 
federal analysis, debate, and decision-making needs 
and to assist academics of all disciplines in homeland 
defense and security related research.



Defining 

HSDL Sources

• Federal, State, and Local Governments
• International Governments and Institutions
• Nonprofit Organizations and Private Sector Entities
• Colleges & Universities
• Think Tanks & Research Centers



Defining 

Users of the HSDL

• Government
• Law Enforcement Agencies
• Emergency Management Agencies
• Public Health Agencies
• Military Personnel
• Students within Homeland Security Programs 



Accessing

The HSDL

https://www.HSDL.org



Accessing

The Public Collection



Accessing

The Full Collection



Accessing

The Restricted Collection



Accessing

Options



Utilizing

The HSDL

https://www.HSDL.org



Utilizing

Search Functionalities



Utilizing

Advanced Search



Utilizing

Record

https://www.hsdl.org/c/abstract/?docid=895245


Utilizing

Special Collections



Utilizing

In Focus Collections



Utilizing

Out of Focus Collections



Utilizing

Timeline



Utilizing

Research Tools



Staying up to Date

Content Subscriptions



Staying up to Date

Critical Releases

Curated list of recently published Homeland Security 
relevant documents - released every two weeks. 



Staying up to Date 

Blog: On the Homefront



Staying up to Date 

Social Media



Staying up to Date 

Ask a Librarian



Staying up to Date 

Contact Us

Email: HSDL@nps.edu
 Amber Dashnaw
 HSDL Librarian
 Email: Amber.Dashnaw.ctr@nps.edu

 Greta Marlatt
 HSDL Library Content Manager
 Dudley Knox Library, Outreach & Collection Development Manager
 Email: gmarlatt@nps.edu
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