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What is Science Explorer (SciX)?

● Open, literature-based 
digital information system 

● Covers & unifies 
○ Astrophysics
○ Heliophysics
○ Planetary Science
○ Earth Science
○ NASA-funded Biological 

& Physical Sciences
● Launched 

December 2023
https://SciXplorer.org



Science Explorer (SciX) Content

https://SciXplorer.org

For each discipline, research is 
aggregated, connected, and indexed
○ Authoritative/complete for core journals
○ Strong effort to index papers directly tied 

to core collection
○ Best effort to index papers indirectly tied 

to core collection



Science Explorer (SciX) Disciplinary Interfaces

https://SciXplorer.org

Each discipline
○ has a customized interface to the 

multidisciplinary content
○ can use familiar keywords, language, 

and conventions 

Every search accesses the full 
multidisciplinary library 



What can SciX do?

https://SciXplorer.org

● Search the scientific literature via
○ Topics
○ Objects
○ People
○ Organizations

● Ask for papers that are 
○ Similar
○ Trending
○ Useful
○ Reviews



Results! 
Then what?

https://SciXplorer.org

● Look interesting?
● Keep exploring! 

● OA versions
● Citations
● References
● Similar papers
● Software
● Datasets
● Metrics



First 
Author 
Search

Hover 
over term 
in drop 
down 
menu for 
help

https://SciXplorer.org



Too 
Much 
of a 
Good 
Thing

Original request

350 results returned

Sort order, relevance by default

https://SciXplorer.org



Sorting 
Your 
Results

SciX Default: Relevance

ADS Default: Date, 
most recent first 

Reverse the order for a particular 
criterion 



Refine by 
Name

Variants on the 
requested “van 
de Kamp” name 

among the results

Other authors 
who contributed 

to the papers 
among the results

Limit or Exclude 
options

https://SciXplorer.org



Only 
consider 
refereed 
papers

Limit your search 
to refereed or 
nonrefereed 

articles.

Feedback menu, 
including options for 
submitting missing 

articles

https://SciXplorer.org



Limit by publication year

Move these dots to adjust the time limitshttps://SciXplorer.org

Earlier filter applied



Results View
https://SciXplorer.org

Basic bibliographic 
information:  

title, author list, 
publication date, journal

Resources 
available:  full-text, 

references or 
citations, and data

Cited 42 times



Results View
https://SciXplorer.org



Results View
https://SciXplorer.org



Datasets 
available

https://SciXplorer.org



Abstract 
View

Detailed 
bibliographic 
information

https://SciXplorer.org

Title and author list

DOI for full 
article Publisher or 

author assigned 
keywords

Yup, actual abstract



Abstract 
View

https://SciXplorer.org

Full-text 
available 

from
multiple 
sources

Something missing 
or incorrect? Let us 

know.  Curators 
standing by.



Abstract 
View

https://SciXplorer.org



Abstract 
View

https://SciXplorer.org



Abstract 
View

https://SciXplorer.org



Position: Second Author Search

https://SciXplorer.org

Position operator

Position to search



Position: Second or Third Author Search

https://SciXplorer.org

Position operator

Beginning and end of 
range to search



Position: Last Author Search

https://SciXplorer.org

Use -1 for last author

Position operator



Position Works Generally

https://SciXplorer.org

Position operator

Title field

Use 1 for “begins with”

First word of title = M31

M31 is a catalog 
designation for the 
Andromeda Galaxy



Search 
by 
Topic

https://SciXplorer.org



Limit the 
Collections 
Displayed

https://SciXplorer.org

Limit your search 
to specific 
collections



Limit to specific 
locations

Filters applied: refereed papers in 
astronomy collection only

https://SciXplorer.org

Limit to certain 
named 

planetary 
features



Explore 
a Topic

https://SciXplorer.org

409 refereed articles about hurricanes 
published so far this year

Explore menu 
provides tools 
to learn more



https://SciXplorer.org

Visualize
Author 
Networks, or 
Collaborations



https://SciXplorer.org

Visualize
Paper 
Networks, or 
Subtopics



What else 
should I 
read?

https://SciXplorer.org

15,156,866 papers 
textually similar to 
the 406 papers we 

initially selected



What are 
others 
reading?

https://SciXplorer.org

9,528 papers read 
by people who 

also read the 2024 
hurricane papers

Sign of the times 
… 

top papers are 
about AI/ML not 

hurricanes



What 
would be 
useful to 
me?

https://SciXplorer.org

3,629 papers used 
to prepare the 
2024 hurricane 

papers



ORCiD 
Integration
https://SciXplorer.org

Access your ORCiD 
account through SciX

With ORCiD mode 
on, you can claim 

papers to be 
added to your 

profile 



ORCiD 
Profile

https://SciXplorer.org



Share your 
research with 
SciX
https://SciXplorer.org

Add your work to a personal, shareable library



Promote your research with SciX

https://SciXplorer.orgEasily produce exportable bibliographies and metrics 



Why use SciX instead of ADS? 

https://SciXplorer.org

ADS will remain, but new development and features will be in SciX

SciX provides disciplinary focus in an interdisciplinary context



Why SciX if I’m not an astronomer? 

https://SciXplorer.org

● All of NASA Science 
● Connected to the data
● Linked to the code

Better than the rest…

● Open
● Trustworthy
● Complete
● Innovative
● Interdisciplinary
● Developed by scientists, 

for scientists



How to get involved now

NASA SciX needs
● Disciplinary Knowledge

○ Improve semantics for your discipline 
○ Test disciplinary interfaces and services  

● Data Linking and Indexing
○ Identify missing citable data and software
○ Is your repository represented in and linked from SciX?

● Connections to you and your communities
○ Invite us to share tailored information 

(presentation, newsletter, etc.) 
○ Join our ambassador program 

https://SciXplorer.org



Thank you!

Stephanie Jarmak
(ADS/SciX Planetary Science Project Scientist)
stephanie.jarmak@cfa.harvard.edu

help@scixplorer.org 
@SciXCommunity 

more resources

mailto:jennifer.bartlett@cfa.harvard.edu
mailto:help@scixplorer.org

