
DiscoverGov
A New Web-based Search Tool For Federal Government 

Information



Welcome

Presenters: 
• Catherine Bloom (Systems)

• David Isaak (Federal 
Depository Support Services)



Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction
• DiscoverGov Features
• Searches
• Results & Facets
• Help
• Updates
• Demo



Why DiscoverGov?

• Unified interface for trusted government information. 

• Enhances discovery of federal information resources (Remote 
Search)

• The Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (CGP) remains 
the system of record.



Accessing DiscoverGov

Direct Access:
• Direct link: https://discover.gpo.gov/
• PURL: https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo235314

https://discover.gpo.gov/
https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo235314


DiscoverGov Features

• Responsive Design
• Citations
• Scopes
• Speak-to-Search 
• QR code maker



Responsive Design
Desktop and mobile-friendly optimization. 



Citations

• Generates citations for 5 
major systems

• One-click copy widget

• Handy reminder to double 
check 



Scopes: CGP



Scopes: Remote Search



Speak to Search

• New accessibility feature

• Browser-specific
• Not functional in Firefox

• Available only in English



QR Code Maker

• Captures a dynamic query

• Great for collaboration 

• Carry it with you in a physical space 

• Never have to worry about not having 
a pen



Searches



Global Navigation Bar

• Link back to Home
• Basic Search
• Advanced Search
• Browse Search
• Help
• About

• QR Code-maker
• Pin result
• Menu

• Saved Items
• Search History



Basic

Speak to Search Resources and scopes Switch to Advanced



Advanced Search 1



Advanced Search 2

• Advanced in new DiscoverGov has a built-in query creator: 
• Shows you the query and updates you build it for better precision



Did You Mean to Search…

• Common spelling errors can be flagged 
• Alternatives suggested

• For example: a search for “mouse” returns “Did you intend to search 
for: house?” because House is a more common term in this collection



Results



Results List

Facets for 
refining 
results

Search 
Results

Basic Search



Results List 

• Advanced Search 



Facets for refining results
CGP Search Scopes: Remote Search: Default Subject List: Expanded Subject List:



Record View

• Brief Result
• Send To
• Location
• Details
• Links



Brief Result

• Title
• Author
• Year
• Quick links for citation, send, and save



Send To
• Exports to the major citation management 

systems

• Citation creator

• Permalink to the result page (CGP 
Search Scope results only)

• Print

• Email (CGP Search Scope results only)



Details

• Title
• Author
• Subjects
• Related Titles
• Publisher
• Creation Date
• Format
• Language
• Source



Browse Search 
• Standard search bar
• Four indices

• Title default



SuDoc Call Numbers

• For more information about the Superintendent of Documents 
Classification system, please visit the Introduction to the 
Classification Guidelines page on FDLP.gov

https://fdlp.gov/cataloging-and-classification/classification-guidelines
https://fdlp.gov/cataloging-and-classification/classification-guidelines


Browse Results A



Browse Results B



DiscoverGov Help



Expanding Content

• Nested content to help you 
navigate faster

• More mobile-friendly



Tutorials

• Our web-based video tutorials 
mirror the content in the text-
based help

• Show key actions
• Full-screen, captions, and 

transcripts are available 



PDF version

• A full PDF of the text-based 
help for reference ease



Updates for Official Launch

• Help content, including tutorials. 
• New and updated content and tutorials. 

• Including full-screen and caption options.

• Browse CGP by SuDoc Classification.
• CGP Record Display Details.
• Backend improvements to responsiveness of remote search 

resources.

https://catalog.gpo.gov/discovergov/en/help.html


A note on GPO’s Metalib

As we look toward the future, we are also announcing that we 
plan to sunset public access to GPO’s MetaLib around mid-
July/August 2025. 

Stay tuned to FDLP.gov for future updates.

https://fdlp.gov/


Demo

discover.gpo.gov

https://discover.gpo.gov/


Up Next: 

You can also catch us at the GODORT Friday Chat
April 4, 2025 @ 1pm EDT

Introducing DiscoverGov, Government Publishing Office's (GPO) 
new web-based search tool



Questions & Comments

Questions for GPO staff? 

Contact us using askGPO

Information about the askGPO categories is available in the 
DiscoverGov askGPO Help Page Section 

https://ask.gpo.gov/s/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/discovergov/en/help.html#collapse-askgpo
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