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What we will cover…

• The Library

• Online research tools

• Research anecdotes (2)

• Questions (at the end)
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Library of Congress: Origins
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“Taken in President’s room in the 

Capitol, at the destruction of that 

building by the British, on the 

Capture of Washington 24th August 

1814 by Admiral Cockburn…”
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Thomas Jefferson Library 

Inventory
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• The History of the American Revolution. 2 volumes. By 

David Ramsay. R. Aitken & Son: Philadelphia, 1789.

• Storia Della Guerra Dell' Independenza Degli Stati Uniti 

D' America. 4 Volumes. By Carlo Botta. D. Colas: Parigi 

(Paris), 1809.

• Histoire des troubles de l’Amerique anglaise. 4 Volumes. 

By Francois Soules. Paris: Buisson, 1787.

Titles about the American Revolution
From Jefferson’s Library
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Collection statistics

▪ 173+ million physical items in every format 

▪ 15 thousand items received per day

▪ 5 million books in Jefferson Building; 12 
million in Adams; 8 million stored offsite

▪ 830+ miles of shelving 

▪ 470+ languages

▪ The Library does not collect everything!



LIBRARY DIVISON 8

Research centers



Online Research Tools

• Research Guides (guides.loc.gov)

• Digital Collections

• Catalog (subject headings)

• Blog Posts

• Today in History
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American Revolution:

Research Guide
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Queen Charlotte
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Patriot,

Loyalist,

or

something 

in

between?

Research Anecdote: Gideon Squire
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• “Loyalists” or “Tories” were American colonists who 

supported the British during the revolution

• Loyalists submitted claims for losses of property, 

incomes (debts owed), and relief to the British 

government

• These claims are a valuable resource for learning 

more about the individual experience during the 

Revolution

Loyalist Claims
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Foreign Copying Program
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Loyalist Claims Collection
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Squires’ Claim
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Loyalist Claims - Book
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• “…from the Commensment of the 

Late Dissentions in America adheard 

Strictly to the Royal Cause and 

joining the British troops at 

Scanesborough after being taken 

prisoner was Commuted to Prison 

being in a low State of health and and 

sufferd in Gaol att Benington for the 

Space of one month…”

Gideon Squire claim
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Printed Maps in Books
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Burgoyne Narrative
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Burgoyne Map
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Battle of Bennington
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“Late of Grandwel 

[Granville] in the County 

of Albany and State of 

New York and Now of 

Arling[ton] in th County of 

Benington and State of 

Vermont…after returning 

to Grandwel…was not 

Alowed to Continue on 

my Farm was forcd off 

with my Wife and five 

children into Connecticut 

State in Woodbury the 

Space of one hundred 

and fifty miles…”

Map of NY/VT Border
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New Hampshire Grants Maps
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Map from London Magazine
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History of Washington County
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Published Sources

New York Loyalties
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“He was not in the Kingdom of 

Great Britain or Ireland Between 

the 15th of July 1783 and the 25 

of March 1784 and …was utterly 

incapable of presenting or 

Delivering to the Commissioners 

appointed by act of Parliament 

Passed in the 23d Year of the 

Reign of his present Majesty 

Entitled An act for appointing 

Commissioners to Enquire into 

the Losses and Services of all 

Such persons who have Sufferd 

in their Rights properties and 

professions During the Late 

Unhappy Dissentions in 

America…”

Squires’ Claim Rejected
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American History Databases
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Loyalist Claims Commission
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Squire’s Claims Itemized
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Research Guide
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Gideon Squire
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Research Anecdote: Illinois Campaign
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George Rogers Clark
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▪ History

▪ Scope

▪ Guides/Inventories

▪ Access

▪ Use

Foreign Copying Program
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• Duplication of items related to US History in 

European archives

• 1905 – Duplication of items in British Archives

• 1925 – Financial gift from James B. Wilbur

• 1927 – Financial gift from John D. Rockefeller

• 1920s- 1930s - Documents copied in Great Britian, 

France, Spain, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 

Italy and Russia

Foreign Copying Program: History
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Roscoe R. Hill
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Carnegie Institution Guides
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Guide to the Cuban Papers
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Legajo 1: Shelf List
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Legajo 1 Boxes
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Copying Program Note
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Section Divider Title
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Clark Letter
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Primary Source Letter’s Travels
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Series 4
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Oliver Pollock
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Catalog Search Results
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Digitized History
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Illinois Campaign
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Conclusion

▪ The Library

▪ Online research tools

▪ Gideon Squire

▪ Illinois Campaign
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Questions?

https://ask.loc.gov/
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Slide 3: John James Halls, Rear-Admiral George Cockburn, circa 1817, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London: https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/rmgc-

object-14093; https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004662324/

Slide 4: https://www.loc.gov/item/2013656773/

Slide 5: https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/out-of-the-ashes/images/oa0003_enlarge.jpg

Slide 6: https://www.loc.gov/visit/audio-guide/thomas-jeffersons-library/ (photo: Shawn Miller, LoC)

Slide 11:https://guides.loc.gov/american-revolution

Slide 12: 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/george-washington-papers/about-this-collection/

Slide 14: https://blogs.loc.gov/international-collections/2021/01/bridgerton-and-the-real-queen-charlotte/

Slide 15: https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/october-19/

Slide 16: https://www.loc.gov/item/2004673328/

Slide 18: https://guides.loc.gov/british-manuscripts

Slide 20: Ancestry.com. UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013; Original data: American 

Loyalist Claims, 1776–1835. AO 12–13. The National Archives of the United Kingdom, Kew, Surrey, England.

Slide 21: https://lccn.loc.gov/80008609

Slide 22: https://www.nps.gov/articles/saratoga-the-tide-turns-on-the-frontier-teaching-with-historic-places.htm

Slide 23: https://lccn.loc.gov/72079889

Slide 24: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001697119/; https://lccn.loc.gov/02003009 (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100216217)

Slide 25: https://lccn.loc.gov/gm71002361

Slide 26: https://lccn.loc.gov/gm71002361

Slide 28: https://lccn.loc.gov/74692227

Slide 29: https://lccn.loc.gov/80693268; https://lccn.loc.gov/99000089 (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008729813)

Slide 30: https://lccn.loc.gov/06021553

Slide 31: https://lccn.loc.gov/41015235 (https://doi.org/10.2307/1894084); https://lccn.loc.gov/42036720 (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001689740)

Slide 33: https://eresources.loc.gov/c/fdij6k/database/details/1000176364

Slide 34: https://lccn.loc.gov/07036573 (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008557644)

Slide 36: https://guides.loc.gov/colonial-america-business-research

Slide 38: https://lccn.loc.gov/2009581130

Slide 39: https://www.nps.gov/gero/learn/historyculture/clark-campaign.htm; https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002725218/

Slide 42:: https://lccn.loc.gov/06006273 (https://www.google.com/books/edition/Division_of_Manuscripts_1928_29_and_Euro/whKBhVBdMBYC); 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016881329/

Slide 43: https://carnegiescience.edu/about/history/publications/monographs; https://lccn.loc.gov/17007954  (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001168315)

Slide 44:https://lccn.loc.gov/17007954 (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001168315)

Slide 51: https://www.loc.gov/item/mgw453222/

Slide 52: https://findingaids.loc.gov/exist_collections/ead3pdf/mss/2015/ms015011.pdf

Slide 53: https://lccn.loc.gov/2024598282

Slide 54: https://www.loc.gov/item/04015552/

Slide 55: https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/february-25/; https://www.loc.gov/resource/det.4a11616/

Slide 57: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/trmk.1t11314/
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