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Overview of the House Journal

» official record of House proceedings B o
- e e Jeopie,
* mandated in U.S. Constitution, Article |, Section 5: g el

Mitele 1

“Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings,
and from time to time publish the same . . .”

* rendition of all official actions, including every
motion made and vote taken

* not a verbatim transcript of debate
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First Order of Business

* approval of previous day’s Journal is first order of
business each legislative day

* approval can be subject to a vote

* if vote fails, Journal can be subject to an amendment,

as it was on March 19, 1990
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Minute Book

* real-time handwritten House proceedings
* dates back to first Congress in 1789

* written in cursive with a pencil

* very different from published Journal

* new set hand-created with marbling by
GPO every two years for specific
Congress and session
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What's Included

all proceedings that take place on House Floor P— | R
* bills brought up by suspension, brought up by a rule, in the

Committee of the Whole House on the State of the Union Tierbin Piened P

Ak Mamben Quan =P = = aups
) ro” CG” vofes e i o and vt
* Senate amendments L
o { i) nssolud

* messages from Senate or President
* enrolled bills signed S e
* unanimous consent requests that are outside standing

House rules o,
* leaves of absence Raacir um AT

only debate recorded comes in the form of questions of order
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CLER¥

as the journal clerk writes in Minute Book, another
clerk creates an electronic version (the manuscript)
in our office

manuscript is what is approved by the Speaker at the
start of a legislative day

created using TextPad, which contains standard

phrasing

fill in the blanks with who is involved and what
measure or proceeding they are trying to accomplish
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Behind the Scenes

JOURNAL
OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2012 (42)
42.1 APPOINTMFENT OFF SPEAKER PRO
TRMTORI
The House was called Lo order at
noon by the SPEAKER pro tempore,
Mr. DENHAM, who lald before the
House the followlng communication:

H 1545

Whereupon, pursuant to the ovder of
tihe Houso of January 17, 2012, Members
ere recognized for mornlng-hour de-
bate.

1422 BECESS 12:08 TM.

The SPEAKLR pro tempore, Mr.
DENHAM, pursuant to clause 1%a} of
role 1, declared Lhe House in recess al
12 o’clock and 8 minutes p.n., until 2
pm.

42,3  ANTER RECESS—2 M.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
STUTZMAN, called the House to ordor.
9424 APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAT,

The SPHAKER pro  Lempore, Mr,
STUTZMAN, announced he had exam-
ined and approved the Journal of the
procecdings of Thursday, March 22,
2012.

Mr. SARBLAK, pursuant to clause 1 of
rule I, demanded a vote on agreeing to
the Chair's approval of the Journal.

The question being put, vlva vo
| tho House agree bo tho ChALMs
smmom.l of said Journal?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mr.
STUTZMAN, announced thal Lhe yeas
had it.

M. SABLAN objected to the vule on
the ground that & quorum was not
present and not voling

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
8 MAN, pursuaal to claunse 8 of
Tule XX, announced that further pro-
ceedings on the questlon were post-
poned,

The point of no guornm was consid-
ered as withdrasmn,
25 COMMUNICATIONS

Execuli and other communica
tions, pursnant Lo clause 8 of rale XII,
wore referred as follows:

09 - HIBFO

1426 MESSAGES FROM THR PRESLDIENT
HI64Y

T42.7 MIS$AGIS FROM THE PREAIDENT—
SUSPENDINC ARGENTINA AS A
BENEFICTARY UNDER GSP PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro Lempore, M,

STUTZMAN, laid beforc the House a

from the Presldent, which was

read a3 follows:

H15438

I3y unanimous consent, the message
was referred to the Commillee on V
and Moans and uvrdered to be pri
(H. Doc. 112-91),

1428 MESSACE FROM THR PRUSLDINT
ADDING SOUTLL SUDAN 48 A
BENEFICIARY TNDRR GSP PROGRAN

The SPEAKER pro lempore, Mr.

HTUTZMAN, lald before the Touse a

message from the Prosident, which was

read as follows:

Hi548

By unanimous consent, the message
was referred Lo the Committee on Ways
and Meuns and ordered o be printed
(H. Doc. 112-93).

AKER pro lempore, Mr
*-‘T"L'TZ'\IA.N pursnant to clause 12(a)
of rule 1, declared the House in re
at 2 o’clock and 15 minufies p.m., until
approximately 3 p.m,

42,10 AlTER RECESS 3 P.M.

The SPEAKER pro temp
IITH of Nebraska, called lhe Hn\h(‘
to order,

142,11 DODD-FRANK WALL STREET
HISFORM AND CONSTMRR PROTICLION

GARRETT moved to suspend Lhe

and pass the bill (H.R. 2779) to ex-

empl inter-affiliate swaps from cerlain
Togulatory requlrements put in place

Dy the Dodd-l'rank Wall Streel Reform
and Consumer Prolection Act; as
amended.

2SI \kF"R pro tempore, Mr
SMITH of Nebraska, recognized Mr.
GARRETT and M*» T'L'DC‘E each for 20
minutes.

Alver debate,

"T'he (ﬂmsﬂou belng put, viva voco,
WILL Lhe se suspond the rules and
said l“rl as amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
SMITH of Nebraska, announced that
two-thirds of Lhe f‘m L\(‘rﬂ present had
voted in the affirmal

Mr. GARRIVTT nommded that the
vote bo taken by Lhe yeas and nays,
which demand was supported by one-
fifth of the Members prosent, so the
yeas and nays wero ordered.

2} pro  tempore, Mr.

Bt

proceedings on the question were Post-
poned.

112,12 TBUSINESS RISK MITIGATION AND
PRICE STABILIZATION
Mr. GARRIETT moved Lo suspend the
rules and pass the bill (TLR. 2682) Lo
provide end user cxemptlons from
tain provisions of the Commodity Ex-




Markup and Integrations

manuscript approval leads to
process of integrating parts of the
Congressional Record

happens in every legislative day
manuscript

GPO provides electronic version
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Publication

* heaviest lift

* journal clerks compile all legislative days into command files,
split the year in half, and print entire year

* every journal clerk proofs and notates with edits

* gather all other parts (proceedings subsequent to sine die
adjournment, Rules of the House, questions of order, History of
Bills, index, and appendix to the index) that go into the
published Journal in addition to the year of legislative days

* receive three parts from other offices: Rules of the House from
the Parliamentarian and History of Bills and index from GPO

* GPO team helps with technical problems
* make one final version with all other parts combined and proof for formatting issues

* send to GPO to produce a soft copy of the Journal for our proof and approval to print hardbound
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Archiving

archive all the “papers” of the House

» electoral results (if applicable)

* messages from the President (including SOTU)
* message from the Senate letters

* resignations

e unofficial election results

* appointments
» discharge petitions

°* unanimous consent requests

CLERI/ UNITED STATES HOUSE
N\ | of REPRESENTATIVES




Unprecedented Times

how we maintain consistency

amid change Socrday. Di 2y, s

“)/ lhrters ; Ceoper T A
,ﬁ{ a/ac u«u (4 A tppon Cloctr Frtte

* impeachment proceedings
?;, Ja// /fu/uzamﬂ)///w o M

w/mi /& aiteard a/—é/{zauy

" Ls

* 15 ballots for Speaker

Tor Méa/ 6 ?m«%/m % /&f‘éon 4 /\Mé e

Z/Kzﬂuz% %7»1,1 W#
W o Tolfes
hornind [j)_ W%fwﬂ’ﬁ 2 "‘7"0“ f e

* vacating the Speaker’s Chair
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