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Court of Errors and Appeals Collectlon
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1910 volumes, ~2.6 million pages, ~ 15,000 cases NJ




What was the Court of Errors and Appeals?

COURT OF ERRORS AND APPEALS
consists of the Chancelior, the Chief Justice, the

eight Justices of the Supreme Court & six Lay Judges

Jurisdiction: Appellate

]

CHANCERY ~ PROBATE CIVIL ACTIONS CHILDREN AND CRIMINAL
DOMESTIC ACTIONS
RELATIONS ]_ —
SUPREME COURT
—
consists of
COURT OF PREROGATIVE Chief Justice and Eight
CHANCERY COURT | Associate Justices
consists of consists of
the Chancellor and the Ordinary or Jurisdication: Original Civil and Criminal
ten Vice Chancellors Wice-Ordinary I
Jurisdiction: Equity | | Jurisdiction: Wilts, —— R e AND
: Estates,
only DB';E‘:-?“E Esf AND consists of Supreme Court
2 DOMESTIC Justice and County Judge
I RELATIONS
COURT County Courts of General
ORPHANS COURT Criminal Jurisdiction
consists of Jurisdiction:
Supreme Court Justice Criminal
and accused under
Common Pleas Judge 16 years COURT OF SPECIAL
SESSIONS
Jurisdiction: Guardians, CIRCUIT COURT [~
u;ﬁ ":nisnaﬂ: a,:jm (County) DISTRIET COURT of consists of Comman
Executorship, etc. consists of COURT QUARTER Pleas Judge
— Circuit Court  f— SESSION A riminal Jurisdiction
Judges Jurisdiction: consists of minal Jurlsdic
Supreme over accused held by
Common Law and Tenant, Court Justice magistrate or indicted
SURCRO%G;TTE.Q Jurisdiction Mechanics' & County and waives jury trial
consists of fcivil cases) Liens, stc. Judge M \_|
Surresaee Jufisdiction: CRIMINAL JUDICIAL
- General
Jurisdiction: COURT OF Criminal DISTRICT COURT
tates COMMON PLEAS except Murder
Decedent Esf conslsts of Common + and Treason Jurisdiction: Violation
Pleas Judge of municipal
| wordinances; minor
Jurisdiction: General offenses - certain
SMALL CAUSE COURT Civil and Criminal POLICE OR counties only
Recorder's Court RECORDER'S
Justice of the Peace COURT
presides Family Court JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
COURT
1: $200 Cities of the first
class

* Highest appellate court
between 1844-1947

* Large court that
oversaw final appeals
for wide range of case
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https://hdl.handle.net/10929/142194

A Hidden Collection

 Limited access outside of
the NJSL

State Archives

Summary content
available

 Difficult to find withinthe
NJSL

Limited indexing
Homegrown organization
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Physical Index Cards

Smith, Welter H. v. * Abbreviated
Smith, Clerence Cs.
* Human-Interpreted

Volume 7688 (1)

* Internal numbering
system
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* Fragile materials

* Spine widths range from 2-10 in.
* Arranged in questionable order
* Mixed media stuffed between pages
NJ 3 iERAry
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Digitization and Preservation

* “Telling New Jersey’s Untold Stories” .

* Funding for equipment through NARA’s
National Historic Publications and

Records Commission
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NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PUBLICATIONS
& RECORDS COMMISSION

Equipment will be used to
digitize 3 hidden collections :

Court of Errors and Appeals

Collections of the Port Authority
of NY/NJ

Documents related to NJ land
use and development
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Behind the Scenes Work

« Completed:
Index cards transcribed
Volumes cleaned and evaluated

* Ongoing:
Partnering with Backstage Library
Works to digitize offsite

Dividing PDFs into case files
Writing metadata, case by case
Added to digital repository
Quality control
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Current Status:

* Pages digitized: 1.18 million
(843 volumes) 2000

* Pages online: 240,000
(262 volumes,

2,000 cases) 1000

Free to access and download 0 .
Full-text searchable o e
Names indexed and browsable

Content added daily

Total mDigitized ™ Online

https://hdl.handle.net/10929/52564

NJ JiisiAry

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG  Ar a#filiate of Thamas Fdisan State University



https://hdl.handle.net/10929/52564

The Road Ahead

* Project will continue over the
next 3 years

* Metadata will be reviewed and
improved

* Volumes will be evaluated for
long term preservation
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Errors and Appeals
Digitization Project

Christopher Graham
Lead Imaging Technician
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How | Prepared for the E&A Project

Bio:
Christopher Graham
Technical Services management background
Currently a Professional Services Specialist at the New Jersey State Library
Experience with flatbed scanning and fast scanning
Experience with photography
One of my roles at the State Library is lead imaging technician for the digital archive studio

NJ JiisiAry

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG  Ar a#filiate of Thamas Fdisan State University




Digital Studio and Training

In 2023 the library was
awarded a grant for digitization
equipment.

The NJSL Digital Archiving
studio was born.

STATE
LIBRARY

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG  Ar a#filiate of Thamas Fdisan State University




A closer look at the Phase
One IXH:

* FADGI 4-star,
Metamorfoze Strict, and
ISO 19264 Level Aimage
quality standards

* (Can capture 4ftx3ft item
at 300ppi or a film
negative at 6500ppi

* Engineered to hang over
and object without gravity
pulling on lens and
altering focus
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Capture One Cultural Henitage Software

CAPTURE ONE

Capture One Cultural Heritage Edition software is fully integrated with
the IXH camera and external lightning.
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Federal Agencies Digital Guidelines Initiative
(FADGI) and Validation

1 FADGI is a metric we follow to ensure
image quality and the uniformity of image
specifications.

GoldenThread is used forimage
analyses.

’ E The software analyzes image data, and
the user interprets the data.
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Validation is important for quality
control and uniformity.




Errors & Appeals (E&A): Setup, Challenges,
Improvements, and Evolution of Workflow

Started digitizing the
E&As in July of 2023.
Decided to use an
external glass press to

accommodate the volume
size.
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E&A: Challenges

Problems to address:
Multiple pullouts in a volume

Large pullouts in a volume

Extremely large volume size and
page count

A variety of issues related to
binding
Objects in volumes?

NJ JiisiAry
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E&A: Challenges

Solutions:

When a volume has multiple pullouts,
capture the volume pages first. When done,
start a second session for the pullouts. Once
finished, merge the pullouts into the Volume
Session.

Oversized Pullouts take two or more people
to work with them. They need multiple image
captures taken, so they can be stitched
together. They are stitched in Capture 1 or
manually in a 3rd party software.

Glare and light bounce have occurred in
some of our volumes because of the volume
size. To fix this occurrence, we adjust the book
orientation and make orientation adjustments
in the software.

SE ECGSC O N D

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG

CONTENTS
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E&A: Binding Challenges and Soluhons

Binding was and IS the most
challenging aspect of working with
these physical volumes.

Solutions:

Adjusting the book placement under
the glass helps preserve the binding.

Having the appropriate foam
padding, to keep the book level
under the glass, helps preserve the
binding.

If a sections binding is too tight,
section off the tightly bound section
and come back to it at the end of the
session. Capture the image and
insert them in the correct image
number order.
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E&A: Improvements and Workflow Evolution

Page blocking is used to hide the book fan!
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E&A: Improvements and Workflow Evolution

€ 8 M Q 8 TueMay27 2:55PM

& CaptureOne File Edit Image Adjustments Layer Select Camera View Window Scripts Help
B Vvol1206.cosessiondb

YA -2 E A oo EH al'4

Image Layer { + 8155 -384 A Fit © am £ o1 1546 Qe

Proofing

v Library
Session: Vol1206
1 Trash Folder

v Session Albums.

avorites

prefiight

Vol1206_01

Back Matter
System Folders

> & Macintosh HD
> M slic

@ refdesk

Next Capture Naming

Format  [IName!)_[4Digit Counter
Name  Vol1206
Sample  Vol1206_0754.iq

Exposure
Exposure
Contrast

Brightness

Voi1206_0167.¢ip.

*
* %
* %k
~ Rotation &Flip
Angle. -
Right

* kK *
* kK k
~ Color Tag
None e
Vol1206_0167.eip
v Crop
Ratio  Unconstrained
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Setas reference

Vol1206_0166.¢ip [2]

| . @0 onuw
Image cropping in Capture One!
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E&A: Flle Management and Exporting

File managementis
important!

Volumes are broken up
by cases

Cases are turned into
PDFs

PDFs are uploaded to
the shared drive
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In Capture One, | can assign image capture to NJ ’ STATE
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any folder | choose!




E&A Workflow
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Quick Facts

Each volume averages about 1,600+ pages with a 5-inch binding or larger.
One Capture One session file can be around 130GB.

It can take anywhere from 4-7 hours to capture a volume depending on
condition and size of volume.

It can take about 6-8 hours to align, crop, export, convert to PDF, OCR, and
upload files to shared drive.

A Volume’s master folder (16-bit uncompressed TIFFs) averages 45GB.

NJ JiisiAry

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG  Ar a#filiate of Thamas Fdisan State University




Thankyou!

When people ask me why |
don't go outside
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Why Should Researchers Care about the
Court of Errors and Appeals?

Cynthia Lambert
STATE

Law Librarian
NJ LIBRARY
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Why? Legal History

Still Valid

Evolution of Legal
Standards

History of Law Firms
and Lawyers of Note

Warnug: Megative freatment is indhcated. The red Shepard's Sional indecator
indicates that citing references in the Shepard's® Citations Service contain
shrong negative hislary or freatment of your case (for example, overruled by oe
reversad).

©®

Waarning: Mogrative freatmest & incicated for siatufe The ted exclamation paint
Shepard's Signal indicator indicates that citing references in the Shepard's
Citations Service contasn strong negative treatment of the Shepardized™ secton
(for exarple, the section mey have been found 1o be unconstibuticnal or vokd).

o

Cerastiored Validity questioned by cling references. The arange Shepand's
Signal indicator indicates that the oting references in the Shepard's Citations
Sendce contain ireatment that questions the continuing valkdity or precadential
value of your case because of Intersening circumstances, incheding judicial or
leggislative overiuling.

Caution: Possible negatree treatment indicated. The yellow Shepard’s Signal
indicator indicates thal citing references in the Shepard's Citations Service
contain higtory or treatment that may have a significani negative impact on your
case (for example, limited or criticized by),

Positiver Posilive treatment indicated, The green Shepard's Signal indicator
Iindicates that citing references in the Shepard's Citetons Service contain history
or treatment that has a positive Empact on your case {for example, “affirmed™ or
"l lessed bry").

>

Cibing refererces wilh analisis available: The Blee "A° Shepard's Signal indicator
Indicates that citing references in the Shepard's Citations Service contain
treatment of your case that is neither positive nor negative (for example,
explained].
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Why? Non-Legal Reasons

Slice of life descriptions | Pae e o
Genealogical Goldmine & PN -
Work Life & Economics
Baseball!

Railroads

Maps & Blueprints
Even Pets

postcard in our Digital Jerseyana Collection.

NJ JiisiAry

WWW.NJSTATELIB.ORG  Ar a#filiate of Thamas Fdisan State University



http://hdl.handle.net/10929/20496

Lindberpgh hotss —- =38

=

State vs Bruno Hauptman (Lindbergh kidnapping)
1935, Volumes 1373-1376
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/133075
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https://hdl.handle.net/10929/133075

State vs Bruno Hauptman 1935,
Volumes 1373-1376

rar g
FFTE=-
.....

Capital Crimes
Theft/Felony

Federal Kidnapping Act,
1932

Access

delmont

e

sleepingsuit W Trenton Museum photo: rona
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Statevs Baird
21 NJ Eq 384
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https://hdl.handle.net/10929/140510

Statevs Baird 21 NJ Eq 384

“Claim of the Father... is paramount to the claims of the Mother”

1869
Precedent Set: When the court becomes involved, the only thing

that matters is what is in the best interest of the child.
Since 2016, NJSA 9:2-4A Codifies this doctrine to include all of

state government.

Extensive discussion of life and relationship of James H. and
Adeline W. Baird from the time of courting, marriage, through
multiple births, and to the dissolution of the relationship and

beyond.
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Berckmansyv. Berckmans
17NJ Eq 453
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Real Housewives of 1864

“But | feel constrained to say
that the evidence is not of
that safe, satisfactory, and
reliable kind, which is
necessary to justify me in
condemning this woman to
perpetual infamy and
disgrace.” - Justice John Van
Dyke

NJ JiisiAry
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Legal History

People and Firms

NJ JiisiAry
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Law Firms & People!

MERLER
COURTY

* McCarter & English S

* Riker Danzig

[ M a ry Ph i I b roo k | | Mercer County Court House, circa 190 rom our

postcard collection
http://hdl.handle.net/10929/17716

= William Stryker Gummere

NJ JiisiAry
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http://hdl.handle.net/10929/17716

Subject Searching

More than you can possibly
imagine!
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Rabb v. W.P. Ellison, Inc., 90
N.J.L. 716

Baseball Bats

Drelich v. Erie Railroad Company,
91 N.J.L. 600
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https://plus.lexis.com/document/midlinetitle/?lashepardsid=4c2f9855-9d8f-43bc-9153-b2be41ecdd3e-1&shepardsrowid=sr1&shepardsnavaction=midlinetitle&pdmfid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fcases%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A3RRH-T7J0-003F-50ST-00000-00&pdcomponentid=9073&prid=f819642c-5e07-4ebf-8de2-dfb349a829c6&toplinedocrequestid=b1c4d407-14e4-4092-bb88-aa7ef620c064&pdpeersearchid=d6cbba43-27c9-4d79-8a33-ff39465ec76e-1&crid=030256ad-6d1f-469b-bb6e-d93933c9062d
https://plus.lexis.com/document/midlinetitle/?lashepardsid=4c2f9855-9d8f-43bc-9153-b2be41ecdd3e-1&shepardsrowid=sr1&shepardsnavaction=midlinetitle&pdmfid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fcases%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A3RRH-T7J0-003F-50ST-00000-00&pdcomponentid=9073&prid=f819642c-5e07-4ebf-8de2-dfb349a829c6&toplinedocrequestid=b1c4d407-14e4-4092-bb88-aa7ef620c064&pdpeersearchid=d6cbba43-27c9-4d79-8a33-ff39465ec76e-1&crid=030256ad-6d1f-469b-bb6e-d93933c9062d
https://plus.lexis.com/document?pdmfid=1530671&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fcases%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A3RRH-T4W0-003F-50J3-00000-00&pdcontentcomponentid=9073&pdislparesultsdocument=false&prid=e9e23560-81d4-4524-a46e-81b34c5d1933&crid=4e3ce0cf-61ff-4141-b354-2cc7b929c94e&pdisdocsliderrequired=true&pdpeersearchid=0b82f44e-d9a3-4b56-bd81-a5f03f00efd2-1&ecomp=pygg&earg=sr0

Railroads, Blueprints, Cars, Maps, etc.
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Catsvs. Dogs.....

Eberling v. Mutillod
90 N.].L. 478
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https://plus.lexis.com/document?pdmfid=1530671&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fcases%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A3RRH-T6S0-003F-50P2-00000-00&pdcontentcomponentid=9073&ecomp=6xgg&earg=pdsf&prid=bba74e2c-88d6-47dd-9d3c-2f9ee6317eab&crid=a1401394-f3fd-4a8d-85d5-78a4bfa6c894&pdsdr=true

New Jersey State Library

Law Desk:

Reference Desk:

Digital Collections:
https://dspace.njstatelib.org

Direct link to E&A Collection:
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/52564
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