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THE SMALL PRINT.

These links are being provided as a convenience and 
for informational purposes only; they do not constitute 
an endorsement or an approval by the Library of 
Congress of any of the products, services or opinions of 
the corporation or organization or individual. The 
Library of Congress bears no responsibility for the 
accuracy, legality or content of the external site or for 
that of subsequent links. Contact the external site for 
answers to questions regarding its content.



ONCE UPON A TIME…
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SUZANNE’S  DREAM
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Program kits for older kids?

Like storytime kits, but for teens?

AND somehow related to the Indiana State Library?
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Large Broadsides 

Collection, Rare 

Books and 

Manuscripts, Indiana 

State Library
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Indiana kindergarten 
photographs, Rare Books 
and Manuscripts, Indiana 
State Library



Map Collection, 

Indiana Division, 

Indiana State Library



SO I THOUGHT. AND…



I CAME UP WITH A LOT OF BORING IDEAS. 



TEENS I KNOW LIKE ESCAPE ROOMS.



AND THEN I FOUND OUT ABOUT A GRANT…
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WOW!

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

ESCAPE 
ROOMS 

FUN 

(AND LEARNING)
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+ =

Practically 
guaranteed. 



WHY PRIMARY SOURCES?

• Primary sources are the building blocks of history.

• Primary sources make learning come alive. 

• Students need to learn how to analyze and interact 
with these types of sources as part of greater media 
literacy strategies. 
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WHAT IS AN ESCAPE ROOM?
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20
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WHY ESCAPE ROOMS?

• Communication
• Collaboration
• Creativity
• Critical Thinking
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4 Cs



WHY ESCAPE ROOMS?

• Leadership
• Problem Solving
• Team Building
• Confidence
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https://breakoutedu.com/

https://breakoutedu.com/


BACK TO OUR STORY…
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DID SOME TRAINING…
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https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/professional-development/
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GOT THE GRANT!
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BUILDING A ROOM / 

IT STARTS WITH PRIMARY SOURCES
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I ASKED A LIBRARIAN. 
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https://indianamemory.conten
tdm.oclc.org/digital/collection
/p16066coll31/id/2303/rec/98

“A small travel diary kept by 
Iris Baughman during her trip 
from her home in Rensselaer, 
Indiana to the St. Louis World's 
Fair in August 1904 when she 
was about 9 years old.”

“This material is in the Public 
Domain. No restrictions on its 
use. Please cite using the 
Required Credit Line.”

Iris Baughman diary, Rare 
Books and Manuscripts 
Division, Indiana State Library

https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16066coll31/id/2303/rec/98
https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16066coll31/id/2303/rec/98
https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16066coll31/id/2303/rec/98
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Oklahoma City High 
School. Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 1914. Pg. 8. 
U.S., School Yearbooks, 
1900-2016. Retrieved 
from Ancestry Library 
through access provided 
by the Indiana State 
Library.

Classen High School. 
Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 1939. Pg. 20. 
U.S., School Yearbooks, 
1900-2016. Retrieved 
from Ancestry Library 
through access provided 
by the Indiana State 
Library.
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U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-
1925. Iris M. Baughman. Age: 28. 
Birthdate, September 18, 1895. 
Birth Place, Monon, Indiana. 
Residence Place: Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. Retrieved from 
Ancestry Library through access 
provided by the Indiana State 
Library.
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1900 census document, Indiana, Porter 
County, Center Township, Valparaiso, 
Sheet Number 6. Retrieved from 
Ancestry Library through access 
provided by the Indiana State Library.



SO, WE ARE FOCUSING ON A DIARY IN THE 
INDIANA STATE LIBRARY COLLECTIONS…
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AND WE WENT ON A 
GOOSE CHASE IN ANCESTRY…

BUT WE STILL NEEDED 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS RESOURCES…
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https://www.
loc.gov/item
/99466762/

https://www.loc.gov/item/99466762/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99466762/
https://www.loc.gov/item/99466762/
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https://www.loc
.gov/item/2013
647814/

https://www.loc.gov/item/2013647814/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2013647814/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2013647814/
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Five Census Documents:
· 1900 census document, Indiana, Porter County, Center Township, Valparaiso, Sheet Number 6. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.
· 1910 census document, Oklahoma, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma City, Sheet Number 1. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.
· 1920 census document, Oklahoma, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma City, Sheet Number 9. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.
· 1930 census document, Oklahoma, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma City, Sheet Number 13A. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.
· 1940 census document, Oklahoma, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma City, Sheet Number 5A. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.

One City Directory:
· Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, City Directory, 1913. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.

One Diary:
· Iris Baughman diary, Rare Books and Manuscripts Division, Indiana State Library. https://indianamemory.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16066coll31/id/2303/rec/98.

One Google Map Image
· Google Maps. 1218 NW 19th Street. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Image of house. Google, April 2022.

Two Maps:
· Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Valparaiso, Porter County, Indiana. Sanborn Map Company, May, 1899. Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 

https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn02519_003.
· Pharus. Pharus-map World's Fair St. Louis. [S.l, 1904] Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/99466762.

One Newspaper:
The Daily Oklahoman. Oklahoma City, July 7, 1969.

Two Passenger Lists:
· UK and Ireland, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1878-1960. Arrival Date: June 17, 1924. Port of Arrival: Southampton, England. Ship: Mauretania. Shipping Line: Cunard. Passenger: Iris 

Baughman. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.
· UK and Ireland, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1878-1960. Arrival Date: July 8, 1928. Port of Arrival: Plymouth, England. Ship: Rotterdam. Shipping Line: Holland-American Line. Passenger: 

Iris Baughman. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.

One Passport:
· U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925. Iris M. Baughman. Age: 28. Birthdate, September 18, 1895. Birth Place, Monon, Indiana. Residence Place: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Retrieved 

from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.
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One Photograph
· At Full Speed on the Measured Mile. Photograph of the Mauretania. Bedford Lemere & Co. 1906-1907. DeGolyer Library, Southern Methodist University. 

https://digitalcollections.smu.edu/digital/collection/eaa/id/104/.

Five Stereo Cards:
· Keystone View Company, Copyright Claimant. Great automobile display, interior Transportation Building, Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis, Mo., U. S. A. Meadville, Pa.: Keystone 

View Company. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https:www.loc.gov/item/2002715387/.
· Underwood & Underwood, Copyright Claimant. Horticultural Building mirrored in the flower-sprinkled lily pond, World's Fair, St. Louis, U. S. A. New York: Underwood & Underwood. 

Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013649891/.
· Whiting View Company, Publisher. Interior of Agricultural Building, World's Fair, St. Louis, Mo. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
 https://www.loc.gov/item/2023639544/.
· Wasson, C. L. , Copyright Claimant. Illumination of Electricity and Machinery Buildings and Ferris wheel, World's Fair, St. Louis, Mo. Decatur:
 International View Co. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013647814/.
· Whiting, R. R., Copyright Claimant. On St. Louis Plaza, World's Fair grounds, St. Louis, Mo. Photograph. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013649348/.

Two Yearbooks:
· Oklahoma City High School. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 1914. Pg. 8. U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State 

Library.
· Classen High School. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 1939. Pg. 20. U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-2016. Retrieved from Ancestry Library through access provided by the Indiana State Library.



BUILDING A ROOM / 

ONE MUST WRITE PUZZLES
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THERE MAY HAVE BEEN SOME CRYING.
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…BUT I THINK IT WAS WORTH IT.
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SO MANY PUZZLES. 
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STORIES
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EASY

President Benjamin 
Harrison and the Goat 

Adventure

Celebrating Hoosier 
Women

MEDIUM

Indiana Quakers and the 
Underground Railroad

The 1955-1956 Crispus 
Attucks High School 
Basketball Adventure

HARD

Genealogy and 
the Lost Diary

Aviation!
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Toni Frissell with Major George S. 
"Spanky" Roberts at Ramitelli, Italy, March. 
Italy, 1945. [March] Photograph. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2007675003/.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2007675003/
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Frissell, Toni, photographer. Members of the 332nd 
Fighter Group attending a briefing in Ramitelli, Italy, 
March. Italy, 1945. [March] Photograph. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2007675004/.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2007675004/
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General Correspondence: Chanute, Octave. 1901. 
Manuscript/Mixed Material. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/wright002401/.

https://www.loc.gov/item/wright002401/
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Map Collection, 

Indiana Division, 

Indiana State Library
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Some Cool Props…
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Some Cool Props…
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Some Cool Props…
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Some Cool Props…
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HOW’S IS GOING?
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ARTICLE TO LEARN MORE! 
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https://teachingprimarysources.illinoisstate.edu/resources/2025/may/index.php

Escape Rooms! Connecting 
Families and Communities 
to Primary Source 
Documents Through Escape 
Experiences

https://teachingprimarysources.illinoisstate.edu/resources/2025/may/index.php
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QUESTIONS?

Suzanne Walker

suwalker@loc.gov

Tammie Buchanan

Tbuchanan@Library.IN.gov
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THANK YOU!

Suzanne Walker

suwalker@loc.gov

Tammie Buchanan

Tbuchanan@Library.IN.gov
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