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Mapping USDA Science and 
Information to the Public

Advanced Discovery 
with AGRICOLA,  
PubAg,  NALDC

Advanced Discovery 
with Ag Data 

Commons

Advanced Discovery 
with National 

Agricultural Library 
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Advanced Discovery 
of historical 

information with 
Special Collections



NAL Resources
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Historical research 
(Special Collections) → 

7

Public Knowledge 
(library users)



NAL SEARCH

Three NAL databases 
• AGRICOLA – NAL catalog & articles index
• PubAg – peer-reviewed article citations and 

access to USDA-funded full-text documents
• NAL Digital Collections – historic materials

Print and Electronic Materials 
• Scientific research
• Policy documents
• Technical reports
• Historical documents



NAL SEARCH



USDA Publications & Reports

• Major Land Uses
• Published since 1948
• Comprehensive accounting of all major uses of public and private 

land in the United States

Economic Research Service (ERS)

• Census of Ag
• Five-year rhythm since 1840
• Comprehensive enumeration of farms, production, 

demographics, economics, land use
• AGRICOLA and NAL Digital Collection contains archived issues

• Agricultural Statistics 
• Annual publication since 1930s
• Tracks agricultural production, prices, consumption, facilities, 

costs, returns; widely used historical table reference
• Historic volumes in NALDC and AGRICOLA; current releases and 

tables accessible via NASS

National Agricultural Statistical Service (NASS): 



NAL Digital Collections



Ag Data Commons



NAL Scientific Data Services

FAIR provides tools and expertise to describe and 
share data

• Data Management Planning resources 

• Subject-specific scientific data services 
and research tools 

• Public Access Repository and Catalog Services 
provided through Ag Data Commons 



NALT Concept Space



NALT Concept 
Space



Public Access & Open Science
USDA is committed to making all peer-reviewed, scholarly 
publications and digital scientific research data assets arising 
from unclassified scientific research supported wholly or in part 
by the USDA accessible to the public, to the extent practicable. 

Public Access is a critical part of USDA’s support of Open 
Science.

Departmental Regulation (DR) 1020-006

https://www.usda.gov/directives/dr-1020-006
https://www.usda.gov/directives/dr-1020-006
https://www.usda.gov/directives/dr-1020-006




Special Collections



Human Nutrition & Food Safety Resources

• FoodData Central
• USDA’s comprehensive source of food 

composition data with multiple distinct 
data types

• Nutrition.gov
• Gateway to reliable information on 

nutrition, healthy eating, physical activity, 
and food safety for consumers.

• Food Safety Research Publications
• Digital resource on food science designed 

to build custom searches and quick links to 
NAL Search on produce safety research, 
Salmonella research, and natural toxins.
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Chat or email us at 
www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question

http://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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