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Hi, I’m Mary



About Beloit College & Other Context

Outreach Plan Stages

Examples & Strategies

Overview



Located in Beloit, Wisconsin (on the IL/WI border)
Full Time Enrollment (FTE) of approximately 1,000 students

Morse Library
Combined Library & Information Technology Services (LITS) Department

5 Library staff (1 FDLP Coordinator), 9 IT staff
Partially renovated in 2023-2024 through a $9 million Wisconsin
Neighborhood Investment Fund grant
Oldest depository in the state of Wisconsin!

Beloit College



where it started



where it went



Stage 1: Assessment

Stage 2: Connections

Stage 3: Stories

our plan



What do you have in your collection?

What do your patrons need?

What’s your ideal connection or scenario?

stage 1: assessment



What do you have in your collection?

Materials back to the 1860s, covering topics like war, rights, and UFOs

What do your patrons need?

Support with source navigation

Community building opportunities

What’s your ideal connection or scenario?

Tying GovDocs to student research, instruction, programming, and the real

world

stage 1: assessment



Who would be most interested at your institution?

How do government documents or information tie into your other work?

stage 2: connections



Who would be most interested at your institution?

History Department 

Political Science Department

How do government documents or information tie into your other work?

Goal 1: Expand instructional session offerings

Goal 2: Increase patron familiarity and use of the Library

stage 2: connections



What stories can you tell based on the materials you have?

How would those stories fit into outreach, instruction, and research support?

What outcomes did this lead to?

stage 3: stories



What stories can you tell based on the materials you have?

U.S. Government war considerations, based on Congressional hearings

How would those stories fit into outreach, instruction, and research support?

Exploring primary source material in student political science research

What outcomes did this lead to?

Student advocacy for GovDocs collection to other students and faculty (and

in tours!)

Example 1: Student thesis on the Vietnam War

stage 3: stories



What stories can you tell based on the materials you have?

Materials on unexpected topics

How would those stories fit into outreach, instruction, and research support?

Quick highlights on social media

What outcomes did this lead to?

Patron engagement & questions about GovDocs

Example 2: Social Media

stage 3: stories



What stories can you tell based on the materials you have?

Where data comes from and how policies change

How would those stories fit into outreach, instruction, and research support?

Sociology course assignment using government data

What outcomes did this lead to?

New patron guides and online resources

Example 3: Class Assignments Using Government Data

stage 3: stories



What stories can you tell based on the materials you have?

How the U.S. Constitution affects our patrons

How would those stories fit into outreach, instruction, and research support?

Programming & games tied to the U.S. Constitution

What outcomes did this lead to?

New event formula & collaborations

Example 4: Constitution Day Programming

stage 3: stories



Round 1: Constitution Day

The Kyr Event Series



Round 2: Local Rights (Beloiter Edition)

The Kyr Event Series



Round 3: Navigating Structures of Government

The Kyr Event Series



And...

Practicum-student-made zine

Undergraduate co-curator with a
related thesis presentation

Items from the regular collection,
and the zine collection

Round 4: Reproductive Justice Exhibit (Self-Guided Programming)

The Kyr Event Series



Tie GovDocs into work you’re already doing

Focus on the human (your patrons, stories, interests)

Build relationships - you don’t have to do this alone!

Reminders



Listen to (or read) 
the podcast! 

librariansspillthetea.substack.com

mary.schiavone@rosalindfranklin.edu

linkedin.com/in/maryeschiavone

orcid.org/0009-0002-6194-0314

Let’s connect!
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