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Why climate literacy matters
Change is happening

Share of renewables in global energy mix has doubled since the
early 2000s, tripled in the U.S., and more than tripled in China.
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Why do government science sites matter to climate literacy?

= @NEWS (2 106N

January 2020 was the hottest in
modern recorded history, NOAA says

There has never been a warmer January in 141 years of climate records.

By Julia Jacobo

The Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Capital Weather Gang
One-third of the Lower 48 faces risk of
flooding this spring. Weather Service says

@M Weather LIVE TV @ —

Climate change is threatening winter sports’

very existence
By Derek Van Dam, CNN Meteorologist

VU PM ET, Sat February 2

Create Account | SigniIn  Q

= Forbes

Carbon Dioxide Levels Just Hit
417ppm, Highest In Human History

ﬂ Trevor Nace t
L]
Newsweek SN SUBSCRIE >

Will It Snow on Christmas Day? Weather
Forecast for December 25, 2019

BY SOPHIA WATERFIELD ON

2/19 AT 5:22 AM EST

HARVARD Kennedy School

SHORENSTEIN CENTER

on Media, Politics and Public Policy

Journalist’s Resource

Research on today’s news topics

VANDERBILT E’ UNIVERSITY

Milken Institute School
of Public Health

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

54 Great Sources for Climate Change News

Bangor Area Middle School

Dedicated to excellence in education

University Libraries

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER

Geospatial Data: National

m Get Started National International

@GRANDV\I LEY STATE UNIVERSITY

Climate Change Education Solutions Network

All examples of Climate.gov content re-use
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2020 - Atlantic Hurricane Season
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Section Links -

Stormwater Management Program

Go back to Insights Jf Sustainable & Impact Investing

A Summary of Climate Change
Science for Investors

U.S. FARMER PERSPECTIVES
ON WATER

A communicator’s road map for engaging
with U.S. farmers around water challenges.
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CAN INSURANCE COMPANIES:COMBAT
CLIMATE CHANGE?
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Average Ski Season Length May Be Cut In Half By 2050

Martin Kuprianow September 12, 2019 | I RIEEEES

Share this article

005000

> West J Emerg Med. 202(

Impact of Hurricane Harvey on Healthcare Utilization
and Emergency Department Operations

A Congressional
24 Research Service

\ Informing the legislative debate since 1914

ally T, Alan Vierling 3,
a !, Samuel Prater ', Jonathan Rogg

Forecasting Tropical Cyclones: Overview and
Issues for Congress
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Feeling the Heat: The Endangered Species Act
and Climate Change

Andrew J. N. D. Coffey, Geo

American Journal of
Agricultural Economics

Article

Value of Incorporating ENSO Forecast in Crop Insurance
Programs

MICROBIOLOGY
' SOCIETY Discover our portfolio~ Our resources v Aboutus ~

MICROBIAL GENOMICS

Volume 6, Issue 5

Microbial genomics amidst the Arctic crisis

1%, Joseph M. Cook' ), Aliyah R. Debbonaire ', Eleanor Furness’,

Arwyn Edwards '), Karen A. Camero

Melanie C. Hay' and Sara M.E

Published: 11 May 2020 | https://doi.org/10.1099/mgen.0.000375



For 15 years, Climate.gov was the front door to
NOAA climate science for the American public

Educators, journalists, city and tribal planners, congressional staff, and industry decision-makers all relied on it.

1M+ 500K+ H1

Google result for “climate”

visits every month social media followers in the U.S. (late 2024)



Government-wide removal of climate information

= e 2 BENEWSPM oo Coeen) [l A
Lawsuit targets USDA purge of climate websites

The removals come as the agency faces widespread layoffs and funding freezes. Trump administration Says itwon't

B o smun e azns oo publish major climate change reports

on NASA website as promised

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Science teachers scramble as U.S. climate
resources vanish

As government websites go dark, some nonprofits are trying to fill the void

= @M climate Solutions Weather £ watch Sign in CNN Climate Solutions  Weather

CLIMATE « 5 MIN READ CLIMATE « 3 MIN READ

Trump EPA proposes revoking pollution limits Energy chief suggests Trump administration is
based in part on document authored by 5 altering previously published climate reports
climate contrarians

UPDATED JUL 29, 2025 ¥ By 0 Ella Nilsen

By O Ella Nilsen, Andrew Freedman



An independent, nonprofit successor to
Climate.gov — built by the people who ran it.

Launched August 2025, funded through a public crowdsourcing campaign

Climate.us

formerly Climate.gov
Outside any federal domain — editorially reviewed by scientists, not political

appointees

Mission: keep the public, educators, the media, and decision-makers supplied
with trustworthy, science-based climate information

Accurate. Accessible. Science-reviewed. Useful.
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& Climate.gov Home

s climate.gov

@Climate.gov

SOENCE & INFORMATION FOR A CLIMATE-SMART NATION

Reboot of Climate.gov as
Climate.us

News & Features v Maps & Data v  TeachingClimate v Resilience Toolkit ~ About v

How spring plant milestones are shifting
in response to changing climate

NEWS AND FEATURES | £
Across much of the United States, the first leaves and flowers of common garden plants

are emerging earlier in the spring than they used to. It's a different story in the Southeast.

FEATURED

Keeping fans safe in a warming world: a growing
challenge for outdoor events

NEWS AND FEATURES | [ JUNE 25,2025

Can NOAA predict the next flood? New research
shows promise

NEWS AND FEATURES | 8 JUNE

A 'Hitchhiker's Guide' to the June 2025 ENSO update

NEWS AND FEATURES | B8 JUNE 12,2025

First blooms of the 2025 spring season were earlier
than average across most of the United States

NEWS AND FEATURES | @8 JUN

U.S. climate outlook for June 2025

NEWS AND FEATURES | 8 JUNE2

Tornado season 2025: active through April, and May
is keeping pace

NEWS AND FEATURES

last updated in May 2025

launched in June 2026

N us Climate.us Home

C M 25 climate.us

Climate.us

formerly Climate,g¢

News & Features v Maps &Data v  Teaching Climate v

NEWS AND FEATURES JULY 16

Watch heated water accumulate below the surface of the tropical Pacific

as last summer's La Nifia gave way to this summer's El Nifio.

Resilience Toolkit NCAS About v

Featured

a8

w £ Incognito

Q&A with NOAA El Nifio expert Michelle L'Heureux

NEWS AND FEATURES

Q

Climate.us launches independent website for trusted climate

information

NEWS AND FEATURES

U.S. precipitation for every El Nifio winter since 1950

NEWS AND FEATURES

NE 2

U.S. temperatures for every El Nifio winter since 1950

NEWS AND FEATURES

NE

Despite big storms, U.S. winters are still warming

A deep pool of extremely warm water is available NEWS AND FEATURES
to fuel El Nifio in summer 2026

2026 Arctic sea ice winter maximum tied for smallest of

satellite era

NEWS AND FEATURES

Global Climate Dashboard

Tracking climate change and natural variability over time

Sort by Indicator:

Arctic Sea Ice

.

Since 1979, the extent of ice covering
the Arctic Ocean at the end of
summer has shrunk nearly 45
percent.

Learn more >

Ocean Heat

M

Carbon Dioxide

-
/

Atmospheric carbon dioxide has
risen more than 50 percent since
people began burning fossil fuels for
energy.

Learn more >

Sea Level

Mountain Glaciers

The glaciers in a key reference
network lost an average thickness of
just over 100 feet between 1970 and
2025.

Learn more >

Spring Snow

Greenhouse Gases

e

The heating influence of all human-
produced greenhouse gases was 54
percent higher in 2024 than it was in
1990.

Learn more >

Incoming Sunlight




News & Features

State of the Climate in 2025: All 3 dominant greenhouse gases hit new record highs
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parts per million

420
400
380
360
340
1980 | 2060 | ZdZO
4 53% higher

than pre-industrial level

N
e —ﬁ_‘ —_—

Methane

parts per billion

1950
1850
1750
1650

[ : : ‘ :
1980 2000 2020

4 166% higher

than pre-industrial level
- A

B o

Nitrous oxide

parts per billion

340

330

320
310 VJ//\’[//
300

1980 | 2000 | 2020

4 26% higher

than pre-industrial level

Climate.us | Phc
Data: BAMS State of the



Maps & Data Climate.us °

formerly Climate.gov

News & Features v Maps &Data v  Teaching Climate v  Resilience Toolkit = NCA5  About v Donate

Home > Maps & Data

All

Climate Data Primer

Data Snapshots

Patasek Callery Are you new to climate data? Ready to learn or review some of
the basics?

Climate Data Primer

What's the difference
between climate and
weather?

How do weather
observations become
climate information?

How do we measure weather
and climate?

How do we know about
climate in the past?

How can we learn about
future climate?

How do scientists classify o ) .
different types of climate? This site will walk you through some of the basics to help you understand

and explore climate data. Use the Table of Contents on the left to move
How can | find or make
climate maps or graphs?

-

through the content.




Teaching climate

Climate.us a

formerly Climate.gov

News & Features v Maps&Data v  Teaching Climate v  Resilience Toolkit NCA5  About v Donate

Home > Teaching Climate > Educator's Toolbox For Teac...

Teaching Energy

Educator's Toolbox for Teaching
Climate and Energy

Toolbox for Teaching Climate &
Energy

Partnership with CLEAN
collection

Figure 1: Alliance for Climate Education leader working with a group of students....

Teachers across the country are preparing to teach the science and engineering called for in

Donate
new standards designed to address major world challenges and opportunities. Students will %




Resilience toolkit

Climate Resilience Toolkit

.u? Understand climate-related risk and the practical ways to
address it.

Use toolkit resources in your county 9

Enter city, zip code, or state m

o)
&7

Explore the Browse Options Topics and Training
Steps to Sectors
Resilience

Get started —

Popular Resources




2 ABOUT v CHAPTERS ~ DOWNLOADS v ARTxCLIMATE NCAATLAS®  ENESPANOL [Z]

This website is being hosted by Climate.us (7. It is a clone of the Fifth National Climate Assessment, as it was originally published by
the U.S. Global Change Research Program at the URL nca2023.globalchange.gov. Its content has not been altered from the original
in any way; however, this is not an official U.S. government website.

— X

The Fifth National Climate Assessment

The Fifth National Climate Assessment is the US Government’s preeminent report on climate
change impacts, risks, and responses. It is a congressionally mandated interagency effort that
provides the scientific foundation to support informed decision-making across the United States.
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How you can help

There are some ways you can help Climate.us grow and succeed.

&

Cite and link our data

Use our maps, explainers, and figures in
briefs, reports, and public comment — all
sourced and vetted by scientists.

Introduce us to new people

Tell people you meet about us and
introduce us to those who want to know
more about climate change science.
You’re all natural connectors!

Point constituents and press to
us

When a reporter or community member
needs a trustworthy, apolitical answer,
we're built to be that answer.

Share stories

Do you have an interesting climate data
point? Do you think you have a good story
from your organization, state, or region?
We’d love to hear about it.
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.Y U.S. Climate
,d? Resilience Toolkit

Understanding Weather Data and
Library Disaster Preparedness

Presented by:Ashlyn Shore Dunsworth
September 22, 2026

% NEMAC

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
UNC ASHEVILLE  MAPPING & APPLICATIONS CENTER




01 Who We Are

02 Where We Began

03 What We've Created

04 How We're Evolving

toolkit.climate.gov



The Toolkit Team

@CUMATE ProGrRAM OFFICE % NEMAC

.. . L. . NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
Communication, Education, and Engagement Division UNC ASHEVILLE  MAPPING & APPLICATIONS CENTER

toolkit.climate.go



1 U.S. Climate
.'(f Resilience Toolkit Case Studies + Tools~+ Funding + Steps to Resilience v+ Contents~ 0O

Climate Resilience Toolkit
v o Understand climate-related risk and the practical ways to address it.
C o

Use toolkit resources in your county 9

Enter city, zip code, or state m

<

SHEE

\ - -

S
O

Explore the Steps Browse Options Topics and Sectors Training
to Resilience

Get started —

toolkit.climate.gov




Key Site Components

.
Case Studies @ Options Database
.

O
= @\ Registry
S/

N

‘| Help Desk

g\

Tools

Training

toolkit.climate.gov



Community-Driven Resilience

* Practical actionable solutions over abstract concepts

* Bottom-up approach that shapes every aspect of our work

* Most valuable research emerges from real-world implementation
and community feedback

E’
Assess
Investlgate

Vulnerabilit
& Risk Y Options

= o
@O Steps to QI-L::':

N A i
Explore Resilience Prioritize
Hazards & Plan

.......... S

Nature-Based Solutions ——;_%l

‘ Take
Action

Non-profit &
Private Sectors

Academia

Federal
Government

State & Local
Government




Steps to Resilience

* |terative process
* Born from adaptation practice in Southeast
* Tools are more valuable when people know how and why to use them

E W <

Assess | tioat
Vulnerability fixeslSate

| & Risk Options I
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Understand < Prioritize
Exposure o O & Plan
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Take
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ITERATE -




1 U.S. Climate
.'(f Resilience Toolkit Case Studies + Tools~+ Funding + Steps to Resilience v+ Contents~ 0O

Climate Resilience Toolkit
v o Understand climate-related risk and the practical ways to address it.
C o

Use toolkit resources in your county 9

Enter city, zip code, or state m

<

SHEE

\ - -

S
O

Explore the Steps Browse Options Topics and Sectors Training
to Resilience

Get started —

toolkit.climate.gov




Your area is experiencing climate change. Climate projections can inform your
resilience journey.

Models estimate 17.6 days per year when the highest temperature exceeded 90°F
between 1951 and 1980.

With a major effort to limit heat-trapping gases, models suggest warmer
temperatures would lead to:
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Where data are available, the interactive tool below filters Toolkit resources based on climate-related hazards that have
historically impacted your county. You may refine the selection of hazards and assets that particularly interest you.

Toolkit Resources

Climate-related hazards of concern What community assets are you concerned about?

Drought x Extreme Coldx Landslides x Critical Facilities x  Cultural and Community Services x

Extreme Heat x

Filter Toolkit based on hazards and assets listed above

toolkit.climate.gov



Hazards

A hazard is an event or condition that may cause injury, illness, or
death to people or damage to assets. Both climate and non-
climate-related stressors can exacerbate hazards.

Air Quality

Changing Seasons

Drought

Erosion and Shoreline Recession
Extreme Cold

Extreme Heat

Flooding - Coastal

Flooding - General

Flooding - Rainfall-induced
High Winds

Landslides

Multiple or All Hazards

Severe Winter Weather
Shifting Species, Habitats, and
Ecosystems

Vector-Borne Disease

Water Quality

Wildfire

#.» People & Community Assets

Assets are the tangible and intangible things groups or
communities value; they include all the things that a group owns
or controls with the expectation that it will provide a future
benefit.

Agriculture and Food Supply
Aqguatic and Marine Resources
Critical Facilities

Cultural & Community Services
Economy

Energy and Utilities

Forestry

Multiple or All Assets

Natural Areas and Wildlife

People

Property

Transportation and Mobility

Urban Landscape and Tree Canopy
Water Infrastructure - Drinking
Water

Water Infrastructure - General
Water Infrastructure - Stormwater
Water Infrastructure - Wastewater




&2 Case Studies

I?’

== | eaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors

[ View Map Results — )

Sort by

Publication Date v

Search for Case Studies

New Jersey Energy Master Guam's Priority Climate Action State of Alaska Priority
Hazards A Plan Plan Sustainable Energy Action
Plan
Air Quality O
Changing Seasons D
Drought D
Erosion and Shoreline
Recession D
Extreme Cold D
Extreme Heat D
Flooding -Coastal O Community Nonprofits Recertifying Utility Workers in Wood for Life, a Collaborative
Flooding - General O Lever§ge their Collective a Small, Remote Community Partnerst'\ip to f’rovide qud to
i ) Experience to Create a Green the Navajo Nation and Hopi
Flooding -Rainfall- O Jobs Workforce Tribe
induced
High Winds |
Landslides D
Multiple or All Hazards D
Severe Winter Weather D
Shifting Species, Habitats,
and Ecosystems D
Vector-Borne Disease D
Water Quality O Thinning, Prescribed Fire, and Teaching Water-Wise Prescribed Burning on the Old
e Managing Wildfire for Landscape Design to Conserve Woman Plateau
Wildfire O Resource Benefit Reduces Water in the Intermountain
Severity of the Midnight Fire West
Assets v
Regions v
Step v
Action Types W
Action Pling & Tidal Marsh and Dune The New Earth Project Pilot: Salt Marsh Habitat Restoration
Restoration on Prime Hook Climate Change Mitigation on Parker River National
National Wildlife Refuge Through Food Waste Wildlife Refuge
Clear all filters Reduction

toolkit.climate.gov/case-study



@l Tools & Data

Looking for climate data? Need information to compile a Climate
Vulnerability Assessment or Adaptation Plan?

Use the search field or filters on the left to explore our catalog of
digital tools for building climate resilience.

Featured

]
a
Options Database Climate Mapping for Resilience Sea Level Rise Viewer Wildfire Risk to Communities
and Adaptation (CMRA)

1-15 of 522 results for Tools

- 7 - i «"/20 ""w/,n 7 — s
1 Prevention GU%¢ . 18 .00 ( M) =
Search tools “"m:‘;' / ¥ — "\ v \
oo ) -\\
o revanton G . 5 \
Latreme _-'__'_ ....u " g ¥ :__.,_ \ \
Hazards -~ et : ( J u a1
prevention G patd 0 \::_ | .5'-:’\ — )
Air Quality | gaareme Helt | g \ ow) L
s AGHTS a e T et ——
Changing Seasons X
out Heat and Your Hea imate Maps apt Alaska
O About Heat and Your Health ACIS Climate M Adapt Alask
Drought D
Erosion and Shoreline
Recession D
Extreme Cold O 6
Extreme Heat O
Flooding - Coastal O
Flooding - General O
Flooding - Rainfall-
induced O Adaptation Clearinghouse Adaptation Resources for Adapting Stormwater
High Winds O Agriculture ::Alan:gement for Coastal
oods

Landslides O
Multiple or All Hazards D
Severe Winter Weather O
Shifting Species, Habitats,
and Ecosystems D
Vector-Borne Disease E]
Water Quality D
Wildfire O

Adaptation Tool Kit: Sea-Level Adaptation Workbook Adaptation Workbook - Explore

Rise and Coastal Land Use Climate Impacts Map

Assets v

Topics & Sectors v

Step v

toolkit.climate.gov/tool



&5 Options Database

Explore more than a thousand resilience-building solutions
considered by other communities. Each option is tied to specific
hazards and assets, compiled from recent climate adaptation
and resilience plans published in the United States.

1-20 of 1202 results for Options

[ Download CSV — ] Option Hazards Assets
_ A 10-month “earn and learn” workforce development program Multiple or Water
Search for options created in June 2022 that provides young adults ages 18-30 All Hazards gntmque-
with training, career readiness support, college credits and ST,
Nissie. certifications, and connections to employers in the green
industry. Participants get access to various support services
and benefits, such as a T pass and job placement assistance.
Assets v
Action Types A In 2025, the modgljng estimates thgt hundred.s of adqitional Multiple or Economy
clean energy positions may be required to achieve this level of All Hazards
Adaptive Capacity of clean energy activity. Coordinatec} effor}s on workforce
Buildings O development between relevant City offices and departments,
Adaptive Capacity of techn_ical training programs, and gmployers cquld help grow a
Workforce, Staffing, O sustainable market for these services, producing long-term,
Training stable employment and opportunities for new businesses and
Armoring, harden, retrofits growth.
and revetments D
Building Codes [:]
By 2027, explore the development of a green workforce Multiple or People
Buyouts O strategy and funding opportunities to integrate green career All Hazards
Communications O pathways into pre-apprenticeship and other workforce training
) programs, with a focus on ensuring that workers —especially
Community Engagement  [] those from disadvantaged communities — are trained, reskilled,
Community Resources, and certified to participate in the green economy.
Transformative Strategies, [_]
Resilience Hubs
Data Collection, Analysis,
Resea clc haahas 0 !By 2%27, report on qurrgn:: t.affofrts ct‘o ;L.lpport‘clean energy . ,:uu"?m or People
Vulnerability & Risk insta ers participating in City-funded incentive programs that
) . engage in workforce development, and evaluate how to
Design and alternative 2
designs O improve.
Early warning D
Economic Development | By 2028, develop policies, programs, and partnerships to Multiple or Economy
2 expand and cultivate regional building material reuse markets All Hazards
Education O that support workforce development, small business
Elevate Roads O enterprises, and entrepreneurial innovation.
Emergency Management D
Enhance Bridges & 0 25 leaders from across County Government participated in a six Multiple or People
structures session learning series focused on gaining knowledge and tools All Hazards
Enhance Pavement O to foster more inclusive, just, and effective community
H T " engagement practices. The county plans to train 25 frontline
nanc:ng: Incentwes | community leaders to learn about the impacts of climate
Flood barriers, dams, and 0 change in their communities.
levees
Food Security |:]
Eundi Accelerate adoption of distributed renewable energy systems, Extrome Haat Energy and
uncing O electrification and microgrids. Utilities
(_Equfnance Capacity '

toolkit.climate.gov/option



Help Desk

Find technical resources and search FAQs about climate
adaptation.

Don't see what you need? Submit a question here.

Search Help Desk content

Climate as a Stressor @ Vulnerability and Risk @ Adaptation Strategies @

Adaptation Plans & Process @ Implementing Adaptation Actions @ Assessing Effectiveness @

Facilitating Community Prioritizing Nature-based : "

Engagement @ Solutions @ Financing Adaptation @
Ask a Question

Ask a question or leave a comment below and we will be in touch, or click here to explore a list of questions others have asked.

Question *

Name (First Last) *

Email Address *

O Clear form

Do not submit passwords through this form. Report malicious form

toolkit.climate.gov/help-desk




Steps to Resilience Training

Search Courses & Trainings

Step A~

Get Started

Understand Exposure

Assess Vulnerability &
Risk

Investigate Options

Prioritize & Plan

ooooOooao

Take Action

Type of Training v

Length wv

Regions wv

Clear all filters

27 Trainings & Courses

Discover a range of trainings and webinars designed to equip
you with the necessary tools, skills, and knowledge you need to
effectively manage your climate-related risks, explore your
options, and identify opportunities. Explore our catalog of
external federal trainings and webinars, categorized by the
specific climate hazards you are face or assets you are trying to
protect.

Climate 101: Science, Impacts, Online Training for Water Digital Coast Academy
and Society Utilities —WUCA

1-15 of 94 results for Trainings & Courses

)

!

| oS- e |
Advanced Climate | |
Variability and Change
Course
Adaptation Planning for Adapting Stormwater Advanced Climate Variability
Coastal Communities Management for Coastal and Change Course

Floods

Applications of Carbon Dioxide Asset Management 101 Atmospheric CO2 and CH4
Measurements for Climate- Budgets to Support the Global
Related Studies Stocktake

toolkit.climate.gov/training



Services

S A .
Registry of Adaptation-Rragtitia

;t.'ed éxpertsto huild resilie@u‘r community

e S—

Browse all 268 practitioners

A simple, streamlined process to connect you with the expertise you need.

Search and Filter

Use our guided search to find practitioners
with the right expertise and focus for your
needs.

Browse All Practitioners

How the Registry Works

Review Profiles
Explore detailed profiles, including
specailizations, community focus and work
examples.

©

Connect & Collaborate
Contact practitioners directly to discuss
your project and build a resilient future

together.



The Steps In Practice

making-history-moving-the-johnson-librarv-a828as



Thank You

| appreciate your participation. Please feel free to reach out
with any questions, feedback, or ideas for future collaboration.

Ashlyn Shore Dunsworth

ashore@unca.edu




FEDERAL DEPOSITORY

* * * * * * * -m * * * * * * *
>

LIBRARY CONFERENCE

AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 I SEPTEMBER 22 - 23,2026 * #FDLCONFERENCE AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250

Understanding Weather Data and Library
Disaster Preparedness

Preparing for Disasters in Libraries

David Walls, Preservation Librarian GPO

https://www.fdlp.gov | https://catalog.gpo.gov | https://www.govinfo.gov




- FEDERAL DEPOSITORY
=} LIBRARY CONFERENCE

AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 l SEPTEMBER 22 - 23,2026 * #FDLCONFERENCE AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250

* * * * * * *

* * * * * *

Preparedness

IT COULD SAVE
YOUR LIFE

https://www.fdlp.gov | https://catalog.gpo.gov | https://www.govinfo.gov




FEDERAL DEPOSITORY . .. . . . .

eroremememe® (U8 LIBRARY CONFERENCE

I SEPTEMBER 22 - 23,2026 * #FDLCONFERENCE AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250

AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250

Assessing Risks: The Library

* The Library Building:
Age, type of structure,

type of roof and e =
drainage. - --s,-,..; FF
* Your location: Type of 25 K

storms, their direction, :EARNECIE® =
frequency, and severity, @8|:{;{' “'-L
Floodplain? e

https://www.fdlp.gov | https://catalog.gpo.gov | https://www.govinfo.gov




FEDERAL DEPOSITORY

* * * * * *

LIBRARY CONFERENCE
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» Fire suppression

« Hot and cold
fresh water

 Hot water
radiators

 Hot water to
HVAC Heat
Exchangers

e Steam to HVAC

e Chilled water to
HVAC

 Condensation
return

» Rainwater
¢ Sewage
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Flood: Fire suppression
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Mold

« Humidity consistently above
55% rH

« HVAC System Failure

« Attempt to save $$ on HVAC

b%{f turning systems down or
0

» Books moved to basement
storage areas not intended for
collections

« Motion sensor lighting

« Changes to building rooms
without rebalancing HVAC
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 Policy on use of electric
space heaters

 Policy on the use of
extension cords

« Ensure that enough
electrical circuits exist
for break rooms

« Ensure that fire detection
and suppression systems
are inspected regularly

» Report all suspicious
activity to security
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Assessing Risks: The Collection

 Documentation of holdings &s
. Age of materials W
« Special Collections

 [tems with specific historic
or artifactual value

» [,ocation of collections in the
building?

https://www.fdlp.gov | https://catalog.gpo.gov | https://www.govinfo.gov




FEDERAL DEPOSITORY

* * * * * * * -m * * * * * * *
>

LIBRARY CONFERENCE

AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 * AMERICA 250 l SEPTEMBER 22 - 23,2026 * #FDLCONFERENCE AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250 % AMERICA 250

Assessing Risks: Information Technology

« Are the library catalog and
essential business record
systems backed up? Have you
tested a recovery scenario:

» How are the catalog and other 2t
systems restored in the event of a
disaster?

« Are IT access services for library
users, (WiFi) part of the
restoration of online services
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Prevention

* * * * * *

* * * * * *
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Prevention
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Risk Checklist

» Building location, storms, flood plain

 Known building system issues: leaks, drainage, flooding, humidity?
 Collections Stored in the basement?

 Collections stored remotely?

« Materials directly on the floor?

 Collections close to large windows
 Collection items inventoried through the catalog or other documents

 IT systems backed up and restorable
» Building and collection areas monitored
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Plan your Prevention and Response
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e Create a team

» Assess risks and plan your
response

» Train your team and practice
your response

- Communicate the plan with
staff and administration

- Communicate your plan with
building services and security
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Disaster Plan Development

« Building and environmental risks assessed and monitored
 Disaster Response and Recovery Team organized and trained

 Disaster Response Plan developed with a telephone tree for
staff and facilities.

 Disaster Response plan communicated with administration
and building maintenance and security.

 Disaster Response and Recovery supplies secured and
accessible

* Create a copy of the Response Plan for each member of the
response team in paper at home.

« Monitor weather
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« Safety first

- Triage criteria for
materials is essential

« Plan for space to dry
books

» Purchase paper towels
as part of your disaster
supplies

« Practice interleaving
and drying books on
discarded materials in a
disaster drill before the
real thing happens
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Response

 Clay coated paper
first

« Special Collection
items

 Interleave paper
towels between damp
pages

 Air dry books by

standing them up on
end
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Response

e Freezing soaked books stalls
mold growth

» Provides you time to stage
recovery

 Books can be removed in
smaller groups for
evaluation and monitored
drying
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Establish limits

» The response and recovery plan
should have definite limits of
what staff can be expected to do
in response to a disaster.

« Moderate to severe disasters may
be too large for staff to handle
without assistance from a
disaster response and recovery
service.

» Service contracts should be
arranged in advance, and
services may be paid for by
insurance.

* * * * * *
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Preparedness, Response, Recovery

» Assess Risks
« Plan an appropriate response and document it in a tangible plan
* Develop a response team and distribute copies of the plan.

 Communicate the plan with administration and infrastructure
support

» Prepare when weather threats arise

« Respond to disasters according to your plan within established
safety limits

« Document the recovery effort to restore materials and services
« Communicate the recovery effort to appropriate sources

» Restock supplies

» Review effectiveness and adjust plan and training as needed.
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David Walls, Preservation Librarian

askGPO - Preservation
dwalls@gpo.gov
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