


Why climate literacy matters

Climate touches everything; 

climate questions show up 

everywhere.



Why do government science sites matter to climate literacy?

media non-federal 

governments

industry scientists & 

researchers

All examples of Climate.gov content re-use

schools & 

libraries



For 15 years, Climate.gov was the front door to

NOAA climate science for the American public

Educators, journalists, city and tribal planners, congressional staff, and industry decision-makers all relied on it.

1M+

visits every month

500K+

social media followers

#1

Google result for “climate”

in the U.S. (late 2024)
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Government-wide removal of climate information



An independent, nonprofit successor to 

Climate.gov — built by the people who ran it.

Launched August 2025, funded through a public crowdsourcing campaign

Outside any federal domain — editorially reviewed by scientists, not political 
appointees

Mission: keep the public, educators, the media, and decision-makers supplied 
with trustworthy, science-based climate information
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Accurate. Accessible. Science-reviewed. Useful.



Reboot of Climate.gov as 
Climate.us

last updated in May 2025

launched in June 2026



News & Features

Explainers, features, 
blogs, cartoons, 
magazine-style 
writing & graphics



Maps & Data

Plain-language data 
descriptions, a 
primer on 
understanding 
climate data, 
guided pathways to 
frequently 
requested maps 
and data



Teaching climate

classroom 
activities, 
multimedia, and 
climate and energy 
literacy guides



Resilience toolkit

external link to our 
former “sister site” 
still at NOAA.



NCA5

an unaltered clone 
of 2023’s Fifth 
National Climate 
Assessment, the 
most recent of the 
congressionally 
mandated reports 
from the USGCRP



How you can help

There are some ways you can help Climate.us grow and succeed.

Cite and link our data

Use our maps, explainers, and figures in 

briefs, reports, and public comment — all 

sourced and vetted by scientists.

Point constituents and press to 
us
When a reporter or community member 

needs a trustworthy, apolitical answer, 

we're built to be that answer.

Introduce us to new people

Tell people you meet about us and 

introduce us to those who want to know 

more about climate change science. 

You’re all natural connectors!

Share stories

Do you have an interesting climate data 

point? Do you think you have a good story 

from your organization, state, or region? 

We’d love to hear about it.
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Understanding Weather Data and 

Library Disaster Preparedness

Presented by:Ashlyn Shore Dunsworth
September 22, 2026
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What We’ve Created

How We’re Evolving
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The Toolkit Team

toolkit.climate.go

v
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Key Site Components

Case Studies

toolkit.climate.gov

Tools

Training

Options Database

Registry

Help Desk



Community-Driven Resilience
• Practical actionable solutions over abstract concepts
• Bottom-up approach that shapes every aspect of our work
• Most valuable research emerges from real-world implementation 

and community feedback



Steps to Resilience
• Iterative process
• Born from adaptation practice in Southeast
• Tools are more valuable when people know how and why to use them
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Air Quality

Changing Seasons

Drought

Erosion and Shoreline Recession

Extreme Cold

Extreme Heat

Flooding – Coastal

Flooding – General

Flooding – Rainfall-induced

High Winds

Landslides

Multiple or All Hazards

Severe Winter Weather

Shifting Species, Habitats, and 

Ecosystems

Vector-Borne Disease

Water Quality

Wildfire

Agriculture and Food Supply

Aquatic and Marine Resources

Critical Facilities

Cultural & Community Services

Economy

Energy and Utilities

Forestry

Multiple or All Assets

Natural Areas and Wildlife

People

Property

Transportation and Mobility

Urban Landscape and Tree Canopy

Water Infrastructure – Drinking 

Water

Water Infrastructure – General

Water Infrastructure – Stormwater

Water Infrastructure – Wastewater



toolkit.climate.gov/case-study



toolkit.climate.gov/tool



toolkit.climate.gov/option



toolkit.climate.gov/help-desk



toolkit.climate.gov/training





The Steps in Practice

https://www.pbs.org/video/making-history-moving-the-johnson-library-q828qs/



Thank You
I appreciate your participation. Please feel free to reach out 
with any questions, feedback, or ideas for future collaboration.

Ashlyn Shore Dunsworth

ashore@unca.edu



Understanding Weather Data and Library 
Disaster Preparedness

Preparing for Disasters in Libraries

      David Walls, Preservation Librarian GPO



Preparedness



Assessing Risks: The Library
• The Library Building: 

Age, type of structure, 
type of roof and 
drainage.

• Your location: Type of 
storms, their direction, 
frequency, and severity, 
Floodplain?



Flood • Fire suppression
• Hot and cold 

fresh water
• Hot water 

radiators
• Hot water to 

HVAC Heat 
Exchangers

• Steam to HVAC
• Chilled water to 

HVAC
• Condensation 

return
• Rainwater
• Sewage



Flood: Fire suppression



Mold
• Humidity consistently above 

55% rH
• HVAC System Failure
• Attempt to save $$ on HVAC 

by turning systems down or 
off

• Books moved to basement 
storage areas not intended for 
collections

• Motion sensor lighting
• Changes to building rooms 

without rebalancing HVAC



Fire • Policy on use of electric 
space heaters

• Policy on the use of 
extension cords

• Ensure that enough 
electrical circuits exist 
for break rooms

• Ensure that fire detection 
and suppression systems 
are inspected regularly

• Report all suspicious 
activity to security



Assessing Risks: The Collection
• Documentation of holdings
• Age of materials
• Special Collections
• Items with specific historic 

or artifactual value
• Location of collections in the 

building?



Assessing Risks: Information Technology
• Are the library catalog and 

essential business record 
systems backed up? Have you 
tested a recovery scenario?

• How are the catalog and other 
systems restored in the event of a 
disaster?

• Are IT access services for library 
users, (WiFi) part of the 
restoration of online services



Prevention



Prevention



Risk Checklist
• Building location, storms, flood plain
• Known building system issues: leaks, drainage, flooding, humidity?
• Collections Stored in the basement?
• Collections stored remotely?
• Materials directly on the floor?
• Collections close to large windows
• Collection items inventoried through the catalog or other documents
• IT systems backed up and restorable
• Building and collection areas monitored



Plan your Prevention and Response

• Create a team
• Assess risks and plan your 

response
• Train your team and practice 

your response
• Communicate the plan with 

staff and administration
• Communicate your plan with 

building services and security



Disaster Plan Development
• Building and environmental risks assessed and monitored
• Disaster Response and Recovery Team organized and trained
• Disaster Response Plan developed with a telephone tree for 

staff and facilities.
• Disaster Response plan communicated with administration 

and building maintenance and security.
• Disaster Response and Recovery supplies secured and 

accessible
• Create a copy of the Response Plan for each member of the 

response team in paper at home.
• Monitor weather



Response
• Safety first
• Triage criteria for 

materials is essential
• Plan for space to dry 

books
• Purchase paper towels 

as part of your disaster 
supplies

• Practice interleaving 
and drying books on 
discarded materials in a 
disaster drill before the 
real thing happens



Response
• Clay coated paper 

first
• Special Collection 

items
• Interleave paper 

towels between damp 
pages

• Air dry books by 
standing them up on 
end



Response
• Freezing soaked books stalls 

mold growth
• Provides you time to stage 

recovery 
• Books can be removed in 

smaller groups for 
evaluation and monitored 
drying



Establish limits
• The response and recovery plan 

should have definite limits of 
what staff can be expected to do 
in response to a disaster.  

• Moderate to severe disasters may 
be too large for staff to handle 
without assistance from a 
disaster response and recovery 
service.  

• Service contracts should be 
arranged in advance, and 
services may be paid for by 
insurance.



Preparedness, Response, Recovery
• Assess Risks
• Plan an appropriate response and document it in a tangible plan
• Develop a response team and distribute copies of the plan.
• Communicate the plan with administration and infrastructure 

support
• Prepare when weather threats arise
• Respond to disasters according to your plan within established 

safety limits
• Document the recovery effort to restore materials and services
• Communicate the recovery effort to appropriate sources
• Restock supplies
• Review effectiveness and adjust plan and training as needed.



David Walls, Preservation Librarian

askGPO - Preservation
dwalls@gpo.gov
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