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About Fondren Library

e Located in Houston, Texas,
Fondren Library Supports the
teaching and research needs of the
students, faculty and staff of Rice
University.

e Fondren Library is the Federal
Depository Library (#0608C) for the
7th Congressional District in the
State of Texas.

Aerial shot of Fondren Library at Rice University


https://library.rice.edu/

About the exhibit

e Part of America250@Fondren
initiative and Fondren's exhibit

program

==

CYXY  RICE UNIVERSITY

@ Fondren Library
AMERICAZ50cFONDREN

r

Bl TRy v AMERCAZSOSEONDREN

| by the theme “Reflect on the Past, Engage with the
i and Envision the Future,” join us from January through
1 20286, to commemorate America’s 250th anniversary.
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About the exhibit

e Landmark Documents 1776—-2026
e Launched July 1st, 2026
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Content Planning

e EXxhibit starting point e Selection criteria

o Inspired by NARA o Input from students and
milestone government colleagues
documents o Considered the scope/focus of

future America250@Fondren

m Expanding upon their .
programming

framework



Initial Questions

e Whatis the ideal size of the wall area for our
exhibit?

e Whatis an ideal and realistic number of
government documents to include?

e Should we use canvas, glossy paper and/or any
other materials for our exhibit?

e How elaborate should the graphic design be?

e \When should we launch the exhibit—January,
March, or July? What are the pros and cons of
each option?

e Do we have sufficient time, staff, budget, and

Space Design supplies?

e \What permissions or approvals do we need?
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Revolution and the New Nation

(1754-1810s)
? Questions:
= |
: \ . D ion of d What grieva
e are listed as the reason for separating from
B&‘ | Britain?

Articles of Confederation: Why did the Articles
of Confederation fail?

« Constitution: Imagine you are a delegate to the
Constitutional Convention. Which part of the
Constitution would you consider vital? Why?

Bill of Rights: Which rights are guaranteed in
the First Amendment? What connects them;
why are they all in one amendment?
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The it e Tbedmdes of Confederation were adopted by the

Independence on July 4, 1776. It 2 ong £5,4777. This
and on August 2, 1776, deleg: igning it United States'first it
e

Revolution & The New Nation
(1754-1810s)

Sean the QR Codes to learn more about the history of the document and to readthe ranseripr of the document at NARA's website.

Although 12 amendumeats were originally proposed, the 10 that
ir 1791 They defined

am,m,ummuannr this four-pag . signed on
September 17, 1787, ul.HulAd the government of the citizens'

“rights in relation to the nevls
under the Constitution.

Canva Design and
Reflection Question




N p )
Droa ke o

Civil War & Reconstruction
(1860s-1870s)

1861=11569

WareRehe




* Yellowstone: Where the National Park Idea Began
Imagine a remote wildemess in the cardy 1870s—stcaming
geysers, vivid hot springs, and landscapes no onc had ever seen
before.

In 1871, explorer Ferdinand V. Hayden led a scientific
cxpedition into this unknown land. But it wasn't just scicnce
that changed history—it was art and imagery. The photographs
of William Henry Jackson, the paintings of Thomas Moran, and
the sketches of Henry W. Elliot brought Ydllowstone to life for
the nation.

¢ A turning point came in 1872
President Ulysses 5. Grant signed the Yellowstone protection

law, and Congress established the first federally protected
national pack—Yecllowstonc National Park.

From that moment, a new idea was bom: land could be
prescrved for cveryone, not just owned or developed.

* The idea grows.
By 1916, dozens of parks and monuments cxasted. President
Woodrow Wilson created the National Park Service to manage
them In 1933, President Franklin D. Rooscvelt cxpanded the
system further.

. odzy the legncy continues-
What began with Yellowstone has grown into more than 400
protected sites across the United States.




1882

. Chinese
Exclusion Act

1890
Sherman
JAnti-Trust Act

Emergence of Modern America
(1890-1930)

Questions:

«+ Plessy v. Ferguson: Who is Jim Crow and what
does he have to do with Plessy v. Ferguson.

- Platt Amendment: What limitations were
placed on Cuba’s independence by the United
States.

+ Wilson’s 14 Points: What is ironic about
Presi Wilson's ion of and paig

for The League of Nations OR Why did Wilson’s

14 Points not succeed?

« 19th Amendment: Since they couldn’t vote to
pp! the di what gies did
women use to get the Amendment passed?
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The Great Depression & WWII

(19291945,

Presented by Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

Link to online video
resource










Fondren Library
Kelley Center

... O Capstone Reflection Questions

As we experience the country’s 250" e
3 . 5 Py : =

birthday this year, wexe living in a i . How do government documents help us

special moment:t;ﬁtd: reflect ‘:1 ou:l' & understand history?

past, engage with the present, an

envision the future. « Why is it important to examine historical
s \ documents critically?

* What do we want the future of the ]

United States to look like in next « How does access to government information
support civic participation?

« From the Declaration of Independence to open
government data and artificial intelligence
policies, how has access to information shaped
the relationship between citizens and
government?"

RICE UNIVERSITY

Fondren Library
Kelley Center

The future begins today
— and we all play a role.
How will YOU help shape the
America of tomorrow
for future generations?

k- AMERICAZ50¢FONDREN




. crafts, hands-on activities, bookmarks and stickers T -
«visit library.rice.edu/america250 for all the information S 28

o R L CUERIONE IS WELCOME

Anna Xlong, Head of Kelley Center for
Jax2@rice.edu, Office: B3SA, library

ion and Clvic at
21l . COM.

or emall

non. polltical, educational and engaging initiative. [tis a cross-fibrary
o learning, teaching, research, and daily life, supporting the
the new Fondren Library Strategic Plan

The program is a non-partisan,
Collaboration and aims to be integrated
Rice University Momentot Strategic Pl and
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$13.96 60 Pack Large Binder Clips 1.6
Inch,Big Paper Clamps Clips Black $2.94 Pen + Gear Push

Pin, clear, 200 Count

- = $38.99 Artmag 4 Pack
b Magnetic Poster Hanger
Frame 36 X 48

$55 Susan B Anthony
Cardboard Cutout Standup

$55 Life Size Cardboard
Cutout Historical Figure, 6ft

In house printing 36 x 60 in Abraham Lincoln



https://www.amazon.com/Artmag-Magnetic-Poster-Frame-Pictures/dp/B0DKBLPCNB?pd_rd_w=2z0Jv&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=6NCC336W6SD5RB2YF5GA&pd_rd_wg=iTdp7&pd_rd_r=5b960d92-117f-4e75-87d9-4b5f80be9ee0&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Artmag-Magnetic-Poster-Frame-Pictures/dp/B0DKBLPCNB?pd_rd_w=2z0Jv&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=6NCC336W6SD5RB2YF5GA&pd_rd_wg=iTdp7&pd_rd_r=5b960d92-117f-4e75-87d9-4b5f80be9ee0&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Artmag-Magnetic-Poster-Frame-Pictures/dp/B0DKBLPCNB?pd_rd_w=2z0Jv&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=6NCC336W6SD5RB2YF5GA&pd_rd_wg=iTdp7&pd_rd_r=5b960d92-117f-4e75-87d9-4b5f80be9ee0&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/111PRINT-Cardboard-Historical-Washington-Classroom/dp/B0FXMF31Y9/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/136-4237465-4255605?pd_rd_w=of9BY&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=F89AEN3Z5047C0D0FEWS&pd_rd_wg=nfQid&pd_rd_r=90c3b895-87c6-4b1e-bdb0-eef26e443490&pd_rd_i=B0FXMFSR1K&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/111PRINT-Cardboard-Historical-Washington-Classroom/dp/B0FXMF31Y9/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/136-4237465-4255605?pd_rd_w=of9BY&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=F89AEN3Z5047C0D0FEWS&pd_rd_wg=nfQid&pd_rd_r=90c3b895-87c6-4b1e-bdb0-eef26e443490&pd_rd_i=B0FXMFSR1K&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/111PRINT-Cardboard-Historical-Washington-Classroom/dp/B0FXMF31Y9/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/136-4237465-4255605?pd_rd_w=of9BY&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=F89AEN3Z5047C0D0FEWS&pd_rd_wg=nfQid&pd_rd_r=90c3b895-87c6-4b1e-bdb0-eef26e443490&pd_rd_i=B0FXMFSR1K&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Wet-Paint-Printing-Design-H79127/dp/B006RKHEQA
https://www.amazon.com/Wet-Paint-Printing-Design-H79127/dp/B006RKHEQA
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-Gear-Pushpin-Clear-200-Count/735456582?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=0&sourceid=dsn_gpmax_8037cf65-1ad4-408b-addc-03e3a3935c5d&veh=dsn&wmlspartner=dsn_gpmax_8037cf65-1ad4-408b-addc-03e3a3935c5d&cn=01at_fy27_bts_bts_mid_int_dis_pmax&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=&wl4=&wl5=9027580&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8175035&wl11=online&wl12=735456582&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23933047406&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIqJntNY6q34CUBLcJDZtEROe&gclid=CjwKCAjwzNTUBhAjEiwA7zcvWik4tL_7LpRKCYgaIswZjgQARhcu3Kn5OnJHVBczTy3RVM3yjt9HDhoCLqkQAvD_BwE
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Promotion and Impact

New Exhibit
starting July 1

Texas America250 Event
Website

Local venues

Social media highlights

Instagram reel: How to find Kelley
Center and this exhibit
m Video created by a student, for
students!
LinkedIn post: A post from a Vice
Provost on July 4th highlighting the
exhibit and our library’s year long

programming efforts. (See the
screenshot to the right)

Amy Dittmar
2mo

As we approach the 250th anniversary of our nation's founding, we celebrate the enduring
ideals of liberty, equality and justice that have shaped our history.

Those same ideals make possible the work of higher education. Universities flourish when
there is freedom to inquire, challenge assumptions, exchange ideas openly and pursue
knowledge that serves society.

We're marking this historic milestone through America250@Fondren, a yearlong, nonpartisan
educational initiative featuring monthly programs at Fondren Library (Rice University) that
invite our community to reflect on our nation’s history, ideals and future. | invite you to learn
more: https://Inkd.in/gV74yFup

Happy Independence Day!
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https://www.texasamerica250.com/events/
https://www.texasamerica250.com/events/
https://www.texasamerica250.com/events/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaYcX6mRaVp/
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https://lnkd.in/p/gSFhtqEF
https://lnkd.in/p/gSFhtqEF

Lessons Learned

e Involve students (or your audience) in the exhibit creation process
o Student workers, colleagues, library guests
e Use events and programs to cross promote exhibits
e |f your library has younger visitors, a similar exhibit might need more
structural reinforcements



Future Plans

e Teaching, hosting classes and other groups

o Upcoming Constitution Day panel discussion
e Archiving the exhibit

o Institutional Repository

O Texas America 250 Collaborative Web Archive
e Using this equipment and knowledge to support future exhibits



https://webarchive.library.unt.edu/texasamerica250/
https://webarchive.library.unt.edu/texasamerica250/
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Questions?



Thank You!

Anna Xiong Abby Stovall
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Head, Kelley Center for Government Research Services Librarian,
Information and Civic Engagement, Fondren Library, Rice University
Fondren Library, Rice University asb22@rice.edu
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