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Agenda!

● Overview of Fondren Library and the exhibit

● Exhibit planning process

● Exhibit installation process

● Promotion and Impact

● Lessons Learned

● Future plans



About Fondren Library

● Located in Houston, Texas, 

Fondren Library Supports the 

teaching and research needs of the 

students, faculty and staff of Rice 

University.

● Fondren Library is the Federal 

Depository Library (#0608C) for the 

7th Congressional District in the 

State of Texas.

Aerial shot of Fondren Library at Rice University

https://library.rice.edu/


About the exhibit

● Part of America250@Fondren 

initiative and Fondren's exhibit 

program 



About the exhibit 

● Landmark Documents 1776–2026

● Launched July 1st, 2026



How did we achieve it?

From here

To here



Content Planning

● Exhibit starting point

○ Inspired by NARA 

milestone government 

documents

■ Expanding upon their 

framework

● Selection criteria
○ Input from students and 

colleagues
○ Considered the scope/focus of 

future America250@Fondren 
programming 



Space Design 

Initial Questions

● What is the ideal size of the wall area for our 

exhibit?

● What is an ideal and realistic number of 

government documents to include?

● Should we use canvas, glossy paper and/or any 

other materials for our exhibit?

● How elaborate should the graphic design be?

● When should we launch the exhibit—January, 

March, or July? What are the pros and cons of 

each option?

● Do we have sufficient time, staff, budget, and 

supplies?

● What permissions or approvals do we need?





Canva Design and 

Reflection Question









Link to online video 

resource













Installation











$38.99 Artmag 4 Pack 

Magnetic Poster Hanger 
Frame 36 x 48

$55 Life Size Cardboard 

Cutout Historical Figure, 6ft 

Abraham Lincoln

$55 Susan B Anthony 

Cardboard Cutout Standup

$2.94 Pen + Gear Push 

Pin, clear, 200 Count

$13.96 60 Pack Large Binder Clips 1.6 

Inch,Big Paper Clamps Clips Black

In house printing 36 x 60 in

https://www.amazon.com/Artmag-Magnetic-Poster-Frame-Pictures/dp/B0DKBLPCNB?pd_rd_w=2z0Jv&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=6NCC336W6SD5RB2YF5GA&pd_rd_wg=iTdp7&pd_rd_r=5b960d92-117f-4e75-87d9-4b5f80be9ee0&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Artmag-Magnetic-Poster-Frame-Pictures/dp/B0DKBLPCNB?pd_rd_w=2z0Jv&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=6NCC336W6SD5RB2YF5GA&pd_rd_wg=iTdp7&pd_rd_r=5b960d92-117f-4e75-87d9-4b5f80be9ee0&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Artmag-Magnetic-Poster-Frame-Pictures/dp/B0DKBLPCNB?pd_rd_w=2z0Jv&content-id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=6NCC336W6SD5RB2YF5GA&pd_rd_wg=iTdp7&pd_rd_r=5b960d92-117f-4e75-87d9-4b5f80be9ee0&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_sbt_0&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/111PRINT-Cardboard-Historical-Washington-Classroom/dp/B0FXMF31Y9/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/136-4237465-4255605?pd_rd_w=of9BY&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=F89AEN3Z5047C0D0FEWS&pd_rd_wg=nfQid&pd_rd_r=90c3b895-87c6-4b1e-bdb0-eef26e443490&pd_rd_i=B0FXMFSR1K&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/111PRINT-Cardboard-Historical-Washington-Classroom/dp/B0FXMF31Y9/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/136-4237465-4255605?pd_rd_w=of9BY&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=F89AEN3Z5047C0D0FEWS&pd_rd_wg=nfQid&pd_rd_r=90c3b895-87c6-4b1e-bdb0-eef26e443490&pd_rd_i=B0FXMFSR1K&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/111PRINT-Cardboard-Historical-Washington-Classroom/dp/B0FXMF31Y9/ref=pd_sbs_d_sccl_1_1/136-4237465-4255605?pd_rd_w=of9BY&content-id=amzn1.sym.aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_p=aa738fbd-ad05-4d11-aae2-04b598db6305&pf_rd_r=F89AEN3Z5047C0D0FEWS&pd_rd_wg=nfQid&pd_rd_r=90c3b895-87c6-4b1e-bdb0-eef26e443490&pd_rd_i=B0FXMFSR1K&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Wet-Paint-Printing-Design-H79127/dp/B006RKHEQA
https://www.amazon.com/Wet-Paint-Printing-Design-H79127/dp/B006RKHEQA
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-Gear-Pushpin-Clear-200-Count/735456582?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=0&sourceid=dsn_gpmax_8037cf65-1ad4-408b-addc-03e3a3935c5d&veh=dsn&wmlspartner=dsn_gpmax_8037cf65-1ad4-408b-addc-03e3a3935c5d&cn=01at_fy27_bts_bts_mid_int_dis_pmax&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=&wl4=&wl5=9027580&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8175035&wl11=online&wl12=735456582&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23933047406&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIqJntNY6q34CUBLcJDZtEROe&gclid=CjwKCAjwzNTUBhAjEiwA7zcvWik4tL_7LpRKCYgaIswZjgQARhcu3Kn5OnJHVBczTy3RVM3yjt9HDhoCLqkQAvD_BwE
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Pen-Gear-Pushpin-Clear-200-Count/735456582?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=0&sourceid=dsn_gpmax_8037cf65-1ad4-408b-addc-03e3a3935c5d&veh=dsn&wmlspartner=dsn_gpmax_8037cf65-1ad4-408b-addc-03e3a3935c5d&cn=01at_fy27_bts_bts_mid_int_dis_pmax&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=&wl4=&wl5=9027580&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8175035&wl11=online&wl12=735456582&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23933047406&gbraid=0AAAAADmfBIqJntNY6q34CUBLcJDZtEROe&gclid=CjwKCAjwzNTUBhAjEiwA7zcvWik4tL_7LpRKCYgaIswZjgQARhcu3Kn5OnJHVBczTy3RVM3yjt9HDhoCLqkQAvD_BwE






Promotion and Impact

● Texas America250 Event 

Website

● Local venues

● Social media highlights
○ Instagram reel: How to find Kelley 

Center and this exhibit

■ Video created by a student, for 

students!

○ LinkedIn post: A post from a Vice 

Provost on July 4th highlighting the 

exhibit and our library’s year long 

programming efforts. (See the 

screenshot to the right)

https://www.texasamerica250.com/events/
https://www.texasamerica250.com/events/
https://www.texasamerica250.com/events/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaYcX6mRaVp/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaYcX6mRaVp/
https://lnkd.in/p/gSFhtqEF
https://lnkd.in/p/gSFhtqEF


Lessons Learned

● Involve students (or your audience) in the exhibit creation process

○ Student workers, colleagues, library guests

● Use events and programs to cross promote exhibits

● If your library has younger visitors, a similar exhibit might need more 

structural reinforcements



Future Plans

● Teaching, hosting classes and other groups

○ Upcoming Constitution Day panel discussion

● Archiving the exhibit

○ Institutional Repository

○ Texas America 250 Collaborative Web Archive

● Using this equipment and knowledge to support future exhibits

https://webarchive.library.unt.edu/texasamerica250/
https://webarchive.library.unt.edu/texasamerica250/
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Questions?



Thank You!

Anna Xiong Abby Stovall

Head, Kelley Center for Government 

Information and Civic Engagement, 

Fondren Library, Rice University

jax2@rice.edu

Research Services Librarian, 

Fondren Library, Rice University

as622@rice.edu

https://library.rice.edu/places/kelley-center-government-information-and-civic-engagement
https://library.rice.edu/places/kelley-center-government-information-and-civic-engagement
mailto:jax2@rice.edu
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