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“The depository library system is a long-established cooperative program between the
Federal Government and designated major libraries throughout the United States under

which certain classes of Government publications are supplied free of cost (except
postage) to those libraries for the purpose of making such publications more readily

accessible to the American public” (pepository ribraries, 1962)

The FDLP: a legacy of access

Depository libraries shall make Government publications available for the free use

of the general public..ss u.s. code s 1911


https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=44-USC-896987805-488970207&term_occur=999&term_src=title:44:chapter:19:section:1911

“Democracy is never a thing
done. Democracy is always
something that a nation must

be doing.” Archibald Macleish

}w. 19¢0

The Librarian and the Democratic
Process

By ARCHIBALD MACLEISH

“Democracy is dependent upon
the public’s easy, free, and
equitable access to

information produced by and

about their government.”
(Abbott-Hoduski, 1996)



e Thefe is something important about
walking into the stacks and feeling
the weight of knowledge. There's
knowledge passed in this.

® We take concepts and turn them into
something. Symbols matter.
Interaction matters

e Democracy is something greater than
one collection or person. It's
something we feel, breath, embody,
and interact with.

m emocracy must be Tangible

NAZL CONSPIRACT
AND AGGRESSIO!




The FDLP provides
tangible access

The FDLP and the documents it
provides access to is living
democracy. The program, the

librarians, the patrons are

all democracy in action.

It matters!



The move to digitize

e Format changes are not new to the FDLP or
Government Documents

e Digitization is an important to providing
continued access

“"As our patrons increasingly prioritize digital resources and
remote access, libraries have adapted..(T)hese changes are often
driven by the university’s need to maximize the utility of
available space.Consequently, academic libraries must balance the
preservation of traditional resources with the integration of
innovative services, all while responding to administrative
directives and the diverse needs of their patrons.” (croft, 2026)



Documents disappear
Obsolescences

Loss of connection
How do we preserve
Loss of access
Manipulation

“Democracy is best served by an FDLP that receives information
in multiple formats so the needs of diverse and multiple users
for iequgls cpportunityrinformatien igovernment Lo access
government can be met.”




Government Documents are both:
The legacy and the Future

e The unintended
consequences of
digitization make the
legacy of the FDLP even
more important

¢ This legacy is more than
the documents, it’s an
ethos of access

®© We have an obligation to
provide access and
preserve




Government Documents are Democracy 1in
Action

“A popular government, without popular
S EOEMa e O, or el means e E  geqiii e gl i, 1S BilE
a prologue to a farce Orra Eragedy; o0r, perhaps

both.” James Madison

® Preservation is access

¢ As we move into the future we cannot
forget the lessons of the past

~® Democracy is the the thing!




Get on the same page
Preserve print

Claim stewardship of
these historic collections

Why is government information librarianship
Important?



Preserving Government Information

The information the government collects, compiles, aggregates, and creates
in the course of its normal statutory and requlatory functions must be
preserved because it comprises irreplaceable knowledge about and for the

republic. (Jacobs & Jacobs, 2025)
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Information: Vanished? Missing?

When we know what we lose
When we don’t know what we
lost

When we don’t know what we
have

INTERNET ARCHIVE
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A story from the SuDoc stacks

While shifting...

‘,iu\‘l!\'il.\l(lll' STAATEN
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Librarians’ powers combined!

*Citethis ([ Textthis @@ Emailthis @Print [4 ExportRecordw  f Savetolist @ Permanent link

pemtzeems  Der Ruf : Zeitung der deutschen
":m_";r.'r Kriegsgefangenen in USA / edited and prepared
& for German prisoners of war by German prisoners
of war.

Similar Items

Archives

Cataloging

Preservation

Digital Asset Management &
Production Services (DAMPS)

e And back in the Archives!

Browse Der Ruf : Zeitung der Kri

Other Title:

Format: Journal

by: Faulk, Henry
Language: German Published: (19

Publication:

Subjects:

Ruf

BROWSE ALL BROWSE 4W FACETS

Der Ruf was a German language newspaper published during World War I for German prisoners of war
(POWs) held in the United States. It was distributed to multiple POW camps across the country, and was
produced with the specific aim of providing alternatives to the Naz! ideology.

Permanent URL: https://dol.org/10.60807/pn2a-zms7.



Half the battle

The central problems which plague librarians today... are not mere technical
problems or professional problems. They are problems upon the solution of which
much more depends than the rules of catalogers, the solvency of library
corporations, or the good repute of the librarian’s profession. They are problems
upon the solution of which depends the answer to the question whether the
psychological climate of our world is to be favorable to fascism or freedom, to

obscurantism or civilization. (MaclLeish, 1942)



The other half

The Voting Rights Act:
Unfullfilled Goals

I |
I I |

HISTORICAL
STATISTICS of the
United States

COLONIAL TIMES TO 1957

Freedom!



An ideal for which to strive

FRUS

“TITLE IV—FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE
UNITED STATES HISTORICAL SERIES

FOREIGN o— FOREIGN “8EC. 401, GENERAL AUTHORITY AND CONTENTS OF PUBLICATION. 22 USC 4351.
RELATIONS RELATIONS RELATIONS “(a) CHARTER OF THE PuBLICATION.—The Department of State
L;\'“" OFTHE OF THE shall continue to publish the ‘Foreign Relations of the United States

INITED

UNITED UNITED historical series’ (hereafter in this title referred to as the ‘FRUS
STATES STATES series’), which shall be a thorough, accurate, and reliable documen-
— . ——————— tary record of major United States foreign policy decisions and

STATES

ic;
siggli'ﬁcapt Iﬂ:lafed lSt:tes diplomatic activity. \é)lumes of lfhis
19611 . 1961-1963 publication s include all records needed to provide a comprehen-
i 1961-1963 sive documentation of the major foreifn polic‘\; decisions and actions
VOoLUMEm VOLUME X1 VOLUMEXT of the United States Government, including the facts which contrib-
~— i O uted to the formulation of policies and records providing supporting
and alternative views to the policy position ultimately adopted.
VIETNAM AMERICAN CUBAN MISSILE
REPUBLICS CRISIS AND
'Nuul:\mm AFTERMATSS

...tensions between the need for secrecy and the
? ‘ desire for “Thorough, Accurate, and Reliable”
@ documentation. (Hensler, 2026)




Honest, accessible, and preserved

e Regardless of format or origin
e Freedom to learn
e Freedom to decide
e Based in fact, in reality

The inherent value of government information is realized through its
accessibility and usability by the general public. (J&J, 2025)

“The earth,” wrote Thomas Jefferson, “belongs always to the living generation.”
The same thing is true of the past. The past belongs always to the living
generation and the true task of the librarian is to make the title good in truth as
well as in theory - to make the ownership bear fruit. (MacLeish, 1942)



The power is ours!

True democracy has but one class, the working class, in the sense that
all its people are in one manner or another productive - of food, of
goods, of culture, of beauty; in a word, productive of better and
happier conditions of life. (Norlin, 1937)




Put another way...

Books smell musty and rich. The
knowledge gained from a computer - it

\ has no texture, no context. It's there,
N and then it's gone. If it's to last, then
D the getting of knowledge should be

tangible. It should be, um, smelly.



Thank you!
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This presentation was 100% human-created!


https://journals.ala.org/index.php/dttp/issue/viewIssue/906/677
http://freegovinfo.info/PGI/

Thank you!
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Conclusion

e Printis important
e We’re not saying digitization is bad
e Connection to the past is a foundation of research



Questions

Allan Van Hoye allan.vanhoye@colorado.edu

Phil Wrede wrede@colorado.edu



