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 GPO authorized by Congress in June, 1860, and opened  for 
business the following March

 Began as Congress’ printer; remit expanded in 1895 to the whole 
Government

 Became a disseminator as well in 1895

 Largest printing and publishing operation in the world for most 
of the 20th century

 GPO has issued every significant U.S. public document since 
1861.
 The Emancipation Proclamation, the Official Records of the  War of the Rebellion (one of the 

largest single printing jobs ever undertaken), the inaugural addresses of every president since Lincoln, 
the charter of the United Nations, the report of the Warren Commission, declarations of war, 
significant legislation

 The singularity of GPO’s statutory mission: to produce and 
freely disseminate information.
 Congressman John Addison Gurley said. . . 
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 We have occupied the same location for our entire history

 We have occupied the same location for our entire history
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March 4, 1861 March 5, 1873 January 12, 1895 June1, 
1895 June 30, 1903 April 1, 1926 August 9, 1962 
October 2, 1967 January 8, 1993
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 The first issue of the
Congressional Record
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 The Printing Act of 1895 is passed
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 Adelaide Hasse begins 
work at GPO
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 Building 1 occupied, the modern GPO is in operation



10



11



12

 First Apprentice Class is Graduated
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 Depository Library Act of 1962

 Linotron (electronic phototypesetting) introduced
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 GPO Access Act signed by President Clinton


